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Abstract

According to the dependence of Iran's economy on oil revenues, medicinal and aromatic
plants could play an important role in domestic economy in addition to the-great influence on
non-oil exports. One of the mechanisms for production of such plants is development of their
processing. Given the importance of this issue, the current study was performed to investigate
the role of processing in development of cultivation of aromatic plants in Kashan. In general,
this was a survey research in which data were collected by questionnaires and its validity was
examined by Cronbach's alpha (higher than 0.7). The statistical population was growers of
aromatic plants of which 250 persons were selected randomly. Data analysis was performed by
descriptive and inferential statistics such as frequency, mean, coefficient of variation, and
finally Mann-Whitney and T tes. The results showed that satisfaction of income resulted from
aromatic plants and economic incentives were higher-in the group of processors than that of the
group of flower growers. It also became clear that processors allocated a higher percentage of
the total land to cultivation of aromatic plants with more satisfaction from this job and more
willing to continue in future.

Key words: Aromatic plants, medicinal plants, processing, development of cultivation,
Kashan.
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