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Diagnosis of 2 Cases of Acanthamoeba K eratitis using Confocal Scan and their
Successful Medical Treatment

Rezael Kanavi M, MD; Jafarngadi AA, MD; Javadi MA, MD

Purpose: To present 2 cases of acanthamoeba keratitis diagnosed by confoca scanning before
positive results of smear and culture, and their successful treatment with combined medical therapy
and corneal epithelial debridment.

Patients and Findings. Confocal scan was carried out in 2 contact lenswearers with aclinical
diagnosis of acanthamoeba keratitis followed by corneal epithelia debridment for debulking of the
corneal lesion and preparing specimens for smear and culture. Medical therapy was initiated
subsequently. Wet mount preparations of the contact lens preservative fluid were also evaluated
under dark field microscopy. Confocal scan in both patients revealed reflective round to oval-shaped
structures 15 to 25 p in diameter in the sub-epithelial and anterior stromal areas. Smear and culture
results were positive for acanthamoeba and the motility of the trophozoites was easily observed
using wet mount preparations. Both cases were treated successfully by combined medical therapy
and debulking of the lesion.

Conclusion: Confocal scan isavery helpful, non-invasive procedure in the early diagnosis of
acanthamoeba keratitis before positive results of smear and culture. Corneal epithelial debulking in
the early stages of acanthamoeba keratitisis of diagnostic value and has high therapeutic importance
when combined with anti-acanthamoeba medical therapy.

Key words: acanthamoeba keratitis, confocal scan, diagnosis

e Bina J Ophthalmol 2004; 10 (1): 118-123.

OF @990 5l 38 9 JU9AS (Sl U (lunolilST Cudl o5 8590 99 s
TGotg> oo 5150 3 S5 sk el 55 (ST by G 50 55

odus>

5 ol gl s 0olel 3 S JSsmlS Sl a5 b o et 5 olaelilST slS 5j00 ¥ 3 me 1bi
9y 3 45,8 (scraping) cyowinl 3 plgi 0 )5 dlewg 4 o] G350 oyloys g oS

5 6508 0 e dy g olad U B pas able L 4 Wogy lallo 1A @il g Al YY BT (Lo 1yl lons (5B p2e
o 9 b Slalae ol pdisges dnzl e S5 S (s low iz Gudlyyol 4 iz S0 50 59 4 Sl
5 o] plol gl cogiSSLS Aol 5 ey 45 b o0ls o] (gl (o lelilST CslS meeds oIS ol oSl
4 )8 CiS g yaanl Cuiie gl eluly 358 (ansis a5 T canlie oo cansls (debulking) olsjesss cuds
A Al 55 5 0 )loaSS aile g

o oolel 51 8 (laelilST CilyS y55 (e 55 (ormsbin Jloms Aoy Wlgi o JUT5aS (Sl 36 At
Al EiS gyl gl

A



AVASITY ) ojlas e Sl APAY Ly S padn aloes @

Stie o yaisgdgu ol ot & ad b Jlsis n 5 sosligln
i o3 5L o Sledl sl oS ol (VY USS) o
b iy e )0 lalwend plo anlae 5 o 0w o
5 st ookl o iz JSEI oSl o oy
30 O9See YO U VO a8 4y (reflective) ouilizh (sgan
P n &5 wad 28l gl plad g poli ol 5 Coond
(¥ JSKs) Wogs ojlazgo eyl
&5 dhes & qelolul g s Olen @l
¥ ol diges 5 & plail s (oSS 10 gyl
Cile diged Sy 5 (PAS) (ol 5 )5 sieelesS, cuz Y
3 dges 3l glade 05 dgs. (wet mount) ol e
E. coli iS5y, shls die,ue ST ccus lalume
“5395 )lﬂ «non-nutrient agar with «E." coli overlay)
Bl 5l eodle a4 b ool 18 SIS g g,bge o SASE
0,5 as osb e ile WLl 3 lews swled 32 00 l0asS
03y sdkayed BT Lo S (2md (55, amle Sl s lie
oyd b olayd o glaslilST cusl S pansets b o
2 Oygemys 0slad (lels o o a0y0 ¢\ (Brulene) (g
2B g el A a0y T g ilege o)had el o
a3 S B 59, 5 5o ke Yo UsilsS S
S e Slatangiedy i« omled 3 @le g 45 ool e Zile
FsSly golas g (7 JS5) LogyglsT (g5l 5 oo JSSI L
JUCERPUC T SO B BN PP SVON 1K < SRR RV RO
LalilST lacunS » Golaie gailocunS slaglezsle
5w E.coli (555, b (gdne s BT s ,0 050 saud

A4

655 @lo) (B3 255 95 Eml

Ol ool (5 3002 i SOb — i olidioon] Codsld ~ S i )

BB Ss aned lis jlos - (el leSs coigld - Syt ¥
s St (S pole olSdils - Sy der —aliul ¥

i Slaho 55 e =I5 B i Lo et Gl - ol - ¢ il
WAY 5 YY) callie o g

VWAY g ,05 Y8 sallie ol 2o

PPR VY

Ceol @B 53 GlealilST eslS 590 Sl G S
soled T )baSs sl Jywl e sla sl 5l aS
g Sl JSie S g9 ol Lanies A e ooliil 095
13 _Yg)b Jolao e slog,lo 51 oS 5 @ 5L QT b by
Sl (o v e Db & Sighe ol Fog) Az e el
tazsy o 1y olert o b b ooy 5T
5 Sede ohg; olsie 4 aslllas cpaiz o eSS
&ly (N Vivo) odiy oy )0 Sezge dall 0 g el e

~V_aﬁ~»‘
’\"9‘“‘6‘ cs")"’" g_-,-‘L-wL-:Lﬂ w.,l)_{ 3,40 Y Jlis Qe.‘ I
s 9 )“M‘ G’L) U')“‘"’ oalel )‘ J_,_e J[S}O_,[S uiw‘ La oS

ilods; auseld 4

Ghlew (9 e

Jaf sbew
G5 ps alo L VYAYIYIA s o gl YY (BT
09N o i S8 g 0y Sde 4 g Sk (owled

iz ol a4 (Jd ae ¥l bl 4 mul
3 3l ele £ Dae 4 Lo 0ged dsxlye oI5 SL) L Lo

S5 S cwe ol ¢l (Kb ol
g MY 0 5o owled 3 b ccnly pit 050 20,5 oo ool
el adil b anlee 50 00 YV i oty com i 90

clis)l wwr iz  Jy 0p b cul) i



Vooles =V e Jlo —lio (S e almo

Oleys 59y e 0ykad G pliee 4 elgion kS e L
Al Byb
Sk Jlem mia S8 5 SRS P m Slalae o
W@iyd 10 05 Yeo/Fe a0 (g9 2ol e W g 0g oo
3575 (oslia) LAl g Sl oL S otz ol Sl 4o
5 Miboe Cela F oy o p 0)lad b leys cod Lo 0l

lei oo axxlpe 65 0 Cux

-y

5 LAl &S Cawl oy (G lenm (pleelST Cusl)S
235 bl cage ol (Son 5 wilios JSie of oy
V0 WY s g eSSl o olenllST sal cighe s
swbed 3 5l B auSeolainl jo a5 cwl Jlo o ya8 eude
BRSS! Q—l“‘sgs”-”'ﬁfwﬁ-.‘ Jlo o & Veeee s 0 oY
M‘L;)b}‘.vw‘ooﬁJb)o)ji\“" 4o ) dowa
ST e s Sl (S Zigie (nl @ Ol5S
O RS S 3 -\%& Sl >l b b gleps
crge Cel (Ses g WS eSS | oleps s Lo
.A"\oyb oz pdbi) > Sleds
2 s Jele pansis gyl s (95t
5 o] 2045 Lol ol alamiyl gk slacasl,S
S5 cutS o b omled i) 010453 ayle 5 )8 5l cutS
09 WS ite Sylee @ 40 o) b a5 esg 3
(o lolilST LT gantS s pgere gy T e
5 sk e Sile sloeajslid 50 lecunS 5 laaugisds i (28l
5 (corneal scraping) 4o 8 (il sladises odi s ymel S,
Slcmsishsy il iS5 Gkl el ilulr
Lilyd cod 69 08w Ses by 4 Olgiee ) S e
Gl S 5B GoSwg S L (bright field) g, 4w
JE a5 ©eSwg, e b 0500 oawliee (phase contrast)
O 50 09790 D50 |y LeelilST S IS ol oo
slolase 5l g lan g9, LaslilST ols asis (in vivo)
G9) 2 iS5 Lol gilelae 4z S S e b, o kel
b bime (ol 0,800 Dy Siol; sdiep BT e

eSS 2 Cagisdyy ook ol wels FA clils
ool (trail) <8 > Lo, a5 wios cél (Vox oS, n L)
llngisde s (nl den gy w5l G 09 Sspde (295 &
P JS2) wiogy 00 S e 4y S Lagona 30
5 b clS s 4 65 o s Glem e o
«keratic precipitate) KP L 31,5 sbbogw, oanlin

205 E905 Slee 55 59, Se p S e Vo (Shet dsson
Rl g, ilen lag)ls 83 polie (cegli ol Lkl
oAl 9 0 Y [V a0 Jlan W gim Sloles o Lozl
Ul Hgdead B ooy 5905 ol e 4 patiee (cageli o
B ol o s ae ssslie il slaassl,
Hop oabl ploys cod aid (L 5 0l 2925 (cesli o

£3° slew
@0,0 eise LAYAYYY &b jo sladle VA il
Cooly iz 50 (@859 G508 5 B e ol
olisl 4 () (omled 3 sl eslanal JLis 4 (S 55, ¥
35 eolanul adile oges axzlie olE AUl lew iz
Cewly iz 0 bl i 90 2 oo ¥ Dae @ |, (K,
zlas )l icwdacdol b anles 10 596 AV e o it 5 F/Y ¢
iz Slad CagigilyS oles 4 as ) peseligl n) piane
i Wog b Olube plo g oid oays Conl)y i
2 Gebie g Jol jlen alie cul) pia JE4AL (S
5 4y8 Sl g yuenl gl (F JSD) Og @.Lﬁﬁt;jlﬂ sl s
S9) UT RAY 9 ‘Swl.o.a ).J o.\.;)‘o& c.sl.a u_:s.‘o).a ale 4.:54.5
91 Jol o aliio 55 E. coli (5575, b (gdho e )BT Laome
ofad el o e lep ekl Lol Cow len
P2 Sk Voo JoibsS S (o8 elo pod p2 (njoemss
285 B celu A ;2 000 Y ugyilegr o)l g cell VY
Yo oga ol alS z s 4 lag o o codb pudle g b
@i S)g bl Ko ploys g9y8 g axzlie (gl 5l am 5,
aS 008 el ag,8 Jlisg Cwnd o (neovascularization)

\Ye



Cote @il Vo (JSel GeSs Se b alenelilST
LaolslS T ases (I siils oSl b alas ol 039y caiiS
ol 0uiSzhaa gh 5 aas e Gl (s BB ok 4 |,
08) i a5 Cewl Gl 3l Sals gilen ol a5 el Ll
b Slse 51l Jole sl (5o LoaliilST L5 e
) Lol Tl 1 sl oSlios g2 2el,S S 5o
S il ol b oslegsls Sl e o
JSsals oSl 5l Aed S s el glacasl S
o> Ohlen xS 9 Oloyd a b)) Cur Ul
Mg solaal 55 leys

e olaalilT CilS asls 5,50 ¥ oallie ol o
o oolel 51 Ld IS gasls Sl b Loyl Lauseis a5 s
sldlin jo 50 ol 5l s 09 00l 0old el g cliS gl
5 sl @dle G855 00 b ol cilyS 5y50 ¥
AP S S s (Sdn S 3 (Sl slaaily
b a @als pleys bilagl 5l (So e wog eal )58
Oloyd & gl pas Sde @ 500 9590 5 W35 J S (895
Cod a8 5w slaayy jo Chgae aile Bl g gl
Tog bS8 as ey Wy

S S axid

2 e s 5 o2l nd almy JUsalS Sl
s oolel 5l b olnlilT (elacaslS m e Laniets
P B il P ay g Cwl el g ciS mls
Sy 4 4295 b @ikl Selies o 5 5598 oy
SrS st Sz g Gl S 0lE e ol )55 5 el
OMb S Al y 90,5 eolal 55 yleys 090 Jsb 0 ol iless
Emg (21050095 plowl (el ;3 0903 a4 B 50 o
ClS adgl Sl 0 4 oudly Spge @ 48
b o g ol Cpanl Bl i 5l ae ¢ olellST
Syls YU Sloys il el 00iiS (gl Is ol yan

AR

9y 9 Sl ool oauilig (Page’s saline) ojly (Sos Joloxe
(E. cOli Ygoa) 0053 b 00,0 hiap S (slafomls 0¥ K ]
Sl Gl oo SAS (o9 St Djgo 3 S9h e 03l 13
5B abiwy 4 &S 1) St slacingiede s Slad
L owlonds ol meils oo BLLI o b (slags,5SL
plp Vo ol 5 L oinverted 9wy, S 5l oolaul
gy sadoll oligS (Lo, 31wl labs, cpl oses sanliv
D g ool 5l o5 e slaessS's)

(debulking) olsjesss b as 3 e (515 (5,5 digel
5 s ade (oLl CslS adgl ol o anls
Jls 58 el a5 el Sy ol g o)ls YL Sbeje
5 o9y paeid waallhe o e Nals I8 el
Ok 8 e else s B peliol s plespo
o ailas a3 S L s oleelilST cuslS seelcdtge
oot 4 poli gl @y Oledpd (Sloyo Fl s, aslllae
@SS g9 Gul )0 LSS 3,5 (Sady; o b pleye
bl T C31S 5 lge plad calllas 5 55 o, L
ot oty 0,8 5 s ) Slarls ey o gl ol L
Q@ anls olojesss alol 1 be ol lew jo .mqjo}g a8l ogups
g o9 Coeal plo casas Ll 5l pa b 5 alews
ool ails Sloys Sl il 00 slag,ls ol o s p2

loay J3ls 4 bcoal (silon s gan Sl o
s S s b gl gilelaz 5 0T oo 395 i as
G asid g Sl Sew 3)lse cpl 5 0e wales S
ol 5L a8 OLY) Gl ()l paies

Gy o5 ol lalows (S5l (Sl olKius
Dype & g WS (8 (o2 (o2 sk ) 48 sl
(25 ."5‘&@@ &l paas (real time) &3ly lo;
B QAP )3 (e g (oo ld e by JU9a (S
ol) O ,0 Og>ae Dyge 4 48 b slwlsls]

CuilS gz 5l S LYs adlas 5 s Ml



Voojleds =V e Jlo Lo (S jp e Ao

2 (68 lSail span U jg0e slapleaizle (aled -V S sl 5 4 B gl i gl Gales =) S8
4 peelical 5 Ceend 55 9,5 YO L 1O [l &y JISoiilS (Sl CORERRIW

hie et 5T

YO B b oy olSial (5 b 300 slogleisle Ginlei - S5 ol 55515 5 48 ponbinl s glis ) iules -0 S5
s Sleizle S Gioles ol jen 4y a8 e ol ) Ceend [0 5,50
IS 5alS Sl b 61515 5 LsolilST S b Gudaio o lamgs

\YY



I

=
@

\YY

Abbott RL, Elander TR. Acanthamoeba
keratitis. In; Tasman W, Jaeger EA. Duan€e's
clinical ophthalmology. Philadel phia:
Lippincott; 1995; Val. 4, Chap. 18A.

Mathers WD. Acanthamoeba, a difficult
pathogen to evaluate and treat. Cornea
2004;23:325.

Winchester K, Mathers WD, Sutphin JE, Daley
TE. Diagnosis of acanthamoeba keratitisin
vivo with confocal microscopy. Cornea
1995;14:10-17.

Cho BJ, Holland EJ. In vivo tandem scanning
confocal microscopy in acanthamoeba keratitis.
Korean J Ophthalmol 1998;12:112-117.
Mathers WD, Petroll WM, Jester JV, Cavanagh
HG. Basic science and applications of in vivo
microscopy. Curr Opin Ophthalmol 1995;6:86-
94.

Radford CF, Minassian DC, Dart XK.
Acanthamoeba keratitisin England and Wales:
Incidence, outcome, and risk factors. Br J
Ophthalmol 2002;86:536-542.

Mathers WD, Nelson SE, Lane JL, WIson ME,
Allen RC, Folberg R. Confirmation of confocal
microscopic diagnosis of acanthamoeba
keratitis using polymerase chain reaction
analysis. Arch Ophthalmol 2000;118:178-183.
Klotz SA, Penn CC, Negvesky GJ, Butrus Sl.
Fungal and parastic infections of the eye. Clin
Microbiol Rev 2000;4:662-685:

ArffaRC. Grayson’sdiseases of the cornea.
Mosby Y ear Book: 3rd ed. 1991.

Wilhelmus KR, Huang AJW, Hwang DG,
Parrish CM, Sutphin JI, Whitsett JC. The
foundation of the american academy of
ophthalmology. External disease and cornea.
San Francisco: American Academy of
Ophthalmology; 2002-2003, Chap. 7: 170-176.

11- Lieseang TJ, Forster RK. Spectrum of
microbial keratitisin south Florida. AmJ
Ophthalmol 1980;90:38-47.

12- Mc Donnell PJ, Nobe J, Gauderman WJ, Lee P,

Aiello A, Trousdale M. Community care of
corneal ulcers. Am J Ophthalmol
1992;114:531-538.

13- Lindquist TD. Treatment of acanthamoba
keratitis. Cornea 1998;17:11-16.

14- Lindquist TD, Sher NA, Doughman DJ.
Clinical signs and medical therapy of early
acanthamoeba keratitis. Arch Ophthalmol
1988;106:73-77.

15- Maet F, Hasle D, Flohic AM, Colin J.
Superficial amebic keratitis. J Fr Ophthalmol
1993;16:165-169.

16- Chew SJ, Beuerman RW, Assoline M,
Kaufman HE, Barron BA. Early diagnosis of
infectious keratitis with in vivo real time
confocal microscopy. CLAO J 1992;18:197-
201.

17- Avunduk AM, Beuerman RW, Varnell ED,
Kaufman HE. Confocal microscopy of
Aspergillous fumigatus keratitis. Br J
Ophthalmol 2003;87:409-410.

18- Mathers WD, Sutphin JE, Folberg R, Meier
PA, Wenzel RP, Elgin R. Outbreak of keratitis

presumed to be caused by Acanthamoeba. AmJ

Ophthalmol 1996;121:129-142.
19- Mathers WD. Confocal scan. In: Brightbill FS.

Corneal surgery: theory, technique, tissue. 3rd

ed. St. Louis: Mosby Inc; Chap. 13: 116-117.

e e 5 9 B e S edomme g0lg -V
00 00l il 8,50 90 b,155) t_gg.l.f,..,ql;‘_slﬂ cuil,S
ol (St aloe (bge Hla,s Ly ol on

V1YV o Ll FYY



