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Recurrent Keratoconus after Penetrating K eratoplasty

Javadi MA, MD; Rezael Kanavi M, MD

Purpose: To report a case of recurrent keratoconus after penetrating keratoplasty (PK).

Patient and findings: A 31-year-old male patient who had undergone PK in his right eye for
keratoconus 10 years ago presented with gradually decreased vision in the right eye. Clinical,
topographic, and histopathologic features of the cornea including-irregular myopic astigmatism,
central and paracentral corneal thinning, and foci of break and fragmentation in Bowman's layer
were in keeping with the diagnosis of keratoconus.

Conclusion: Slow recurrence of keratoconus characteristicsin the corneal graft after PK may result
from graft repopulation by recipient’ s keratocytes, graft aging or both and may occur along with the
process of cellular invasion from the recipient and renewal of resident cells.

Key words: recurrent keratoconus, penetrating keratopl asty
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