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Effect of Occlusion Therapy on Visual Acuity, Contrast Sensitivity and
Stereopsis in Amblyopia

Heravian ], PhD; Mahjoob M, MSc; Khabbaz-Khoob M, MSc; Ostadi-Moghaddam H, PhD;
Khalafi A, MSc; Yekta AA, PhD

Purpose: To determine the effect of occluding a normal eye on visual acuity, contrast sensitivity and
stereopsis in amblyopic school children.

Methods: Amblyopic children from primary schools of region 2 in Mashhad were identified and referred to
Optometry Clinics of Mashhad Medical University through a screening program. Informed consent was
obtained from the parents. All subjects underwent an ophthalmologic examination including visual acuity,
subjective refractive error, biomicroscopy and funduscopy. Best-corrected visual acuity (BCVA), contrast
sensitivity and stereopsis were measured by Snellen E chart, Cambridge low contrast chart and Titmus
stereotest , respectively. All tests were repeated 2 weeks, 1 month and 3 months after initial examination.
Results: Of 1,947 children, 289 (14.8%) were amblyopic of whom 62 subjects were eventually enrolled for the
study. BCVA in the amblyopic eye was less than 3/10 in 25.8% of subjects before treatment however all
children had BCVA of 3/10 or better afterwards. Mean BCVA in amblyopic eyes significantly increased
from 0.53+0.26 logMAR to 0.24+0.23 logMAR after 2 months of treatment (P<0.001). Mean contrast
sensitivity in amblyopic eyes was 68.3 before treatment which improved to 152.5, 138.2 and 198 after 2
weeks, 1 month and 2 months of treatment, respectively (P<0.001).

Conclusion: Contrast sensitivity may provide better assessment of visual function as compared to visual
acuity. Changes in contrast sensitivity are more sensitive to occlusion therapy as compared to visual acuity.
Therefore, contrast sensitivity may yield better evaluation of subclinical changes not detectable by testing
visual acuity.

e  Bina ] Ophthalmol 2009; 14 (2): 130-134.

iy (S 59§05 W3 9 Sl 55 Sl (3lint D> g3 iy (i 31
sy lwbs 559 g i,é.l.& ke ",o..\fu SOl GO 559 ‘r.,a,’a LS Snge ".,a,gao 0 g0 "Qg”a SMg> w59

iz i (558 asly alsg 4 o b ¥ Al plail o jlae 5l vt (L 4 S 5055 e 3y b5
Shepadly (LT 5 sy o Sges gt (S pale oliils miw sl olleyo @ (yleys Cyz g o olulis
)‘ oolawl L: W ‘_ra.b 9 ‘54‘..\5 uLo.iw R s‘:Lv.i Ol JAL»; éw)-’w s_:LulJu adAL’wLo) keS| 9 uLa)Q .\35)
(BCVA) oaizdal asd (3 yige (s 250l plonil gusSoules 585,85 5 (6,luSSl e (6,505l cogSwgllidl § Cuadec il
A (6 S o3l egeis yge;l 5l eoliiwl b Ges 2o g TS Oyl bl S conlas E il 65l 5l eslasal b
Al 1S5 0)bg0 dinles rdgl Slams osle ¥ ogole S calan ¥ (358 slo ot ded g pllu piz s 5l O jle (Lo
Oleme an & PY (leo cpl 5l a5 Wog i (o (0 (o )0 YFIA) 55 YAR ol a0 S055 VAFY (L 5l ilaasdly
CebdS 5l ey a5 asilo Mie w50 VIV + 51 508 BCVA 5055 ao 10 YO/A (yloyo 5l L8 suds anlllas ol diges
S OVE Y8 a3l 5l Jed o slapis BCVA S5l oy Y1V ¢ ) dafllas o ol 3l ays JBlas oo 5l ol ¥
Mo Gt sl 1S Sl o Sleo L(P< v 0+ V) sy JleS) < YFE VY & lojo 5l o oo ¥ oS 59y ([LSo))

Py o V) oy VAA G YYAY VOV 0 & ol b ay cyloyd 5l s ola ¥ g ole SO caian ¥ aS 0o FAY yloyo 5l L3

WWWSID.ir



Archive of SID

(\V/\V uL.w.A)) Y O)Lo.:J -\¥f 0,99 —Lu.: éw).:w 41,7@

JCowarg PGV I EOURCIN ] I AV W COVRCI ¥ V- CH SO I VIRCIUOW P COUIA L COVRCH JUEL SCINE IWE WL 2 0+

Sl ) el 25 i ] 025 it B sl ot 5,5l b &5 iy 3 Shae i

AT AT Y o lads VF 0,08 VAY Ly S jpir aloeo e

Anlgs Lis

(e-mail: yektaa@mums.ac.ir) b, lewle 555 1957wl @

Sgios Cudlags 5 (Sl pole 0aSiSls - rinw ol 09,5 - riw s PRD - jLeils -
S Silage 5 (Kbl psle eaSls ~ i lis 05,5 - o plins 35| it lS -

VWAS siiosl Y5 callie il o
VWAV g0V callis auls

59 S ppdr Oliwlor =58 (S ppdar Slidod 55 50 - g5elgmedn] wd,l Gulid, 5 -

U555 oDl 5T olEtils = _slole g (5L 05,5 — (5 Ly 03 ol 5 ¥

e gl ui:”ﬂ 095 —dgede (Sb pole ol&iils - liw UL —obToes! oLl —aguiee iy

2 e Jlse Sl s Ges s g Cenl S Conlis (ol
5ol st Baa by Lol dsdllae ostiis i JLas 4 s
DA ez (RS 40 M e )3 plle piz e

s
= VYAD oladls o B AYAT sloss b (odb olosT,ls oyl
laz itz Gl 4 Mo (5055 6 T ,¢ Lawgy lacul cealllas
oS Salbs; 3315 iy 4 )15 by, gedgs 5l e g WD
D8, S 18 Sleys ald e g (eSS Sl coms Loyl
2 J 2l s o £ alols o sl sobl aliwg 4 (6,52
A i etz (Al a0 S8 Jlre oo plodil dyae
YA (o I e ol 5o 090 AV - 5l 150 (BCVA) ouiszdlol
el o as was gluwls pie L 4 S SogS
i 2 oLl yo 4 (eSS Slilee planl cp oy
WAl gl | e (Sih pole oKiils
pladl cnlb LTSS o 5068 dnlas (yloy 0,90 Jobo o
Mo it ol ddilen jo o auley ol ol (138,50 mls
Jobd Slslas &85 0 )18 b5l 0590 e iz e
9 590 40 E dj)_’> ul.»_w‘ L§BLL’ )‘ oolawl L> @L».u S U’“ﬁ"”
Solo 4535 o 93U lawy axiliy Wog e gSglld]
Cdilo (piS )8, lanl a5 5 )5 oo lony dalol dles 09y ot
u—*—d-&’}uSJDl_w U’“‘-{)s) QT)‘LY"—’5 J_w‘f.o 4_«3; o)|~.\_>‘

AR

dodio

e JolS ol LV - 5l 5068 oy S e (Lo
w5 ol bl 5 i )0 SHE| Sl e 9 6,

) e el - LY
g oold asis Slhou lyes jo ST e LS 0gd oo
Ko J_als.: 9 O uwl).%‘ L’ O 09 M‘? uLc)é J.’IS
Sl O D2 9 Wb 1l Gleys 4 b e (ol
Sgo a4 oleyd Ygems ol (S 0-)+ o] oleys 5 olulid

O3l el a5 il oo il iz s 5 (6,LSSl cae LI
2 Sl s ol Gas a5 oyl 5logs o ols Sas
wlad cloaslay b plaxt 5l Lo GBLLI ez 5 cosVl el 8
byl sl oos JoSis calises slacwl puS jo oglae
Lo 2l oo 9,Ses 0SSk (2l @ ol o
b leys 0y50 4o olin Gas (5,805l odle (ol iy
O Nlgien 55 Sl S Sl g pae b S Ng) pdr
Tl 0SS ey 0,50 b i LS
Sl g piz s ain) ;o ca bl Olalllas
5, Shas 48 wisls olis 'l Sen ¢ Gstalder .asaxie ol S
Loglolioe (2alS (i Jlos iz )0 sl 8 il
Gl S a5l i s Lo o lews a S asols las
eyl ol olad sl b S e adeis slp (65 s
b (s plad slanalis ;5 LagT il S Conilas
4SS ah asios "Howell g Hess aslllas b o impe ol
A i 5 0 ohg @ ez L lze ple 5l (S
Claslue o 1) el iiS conlus ol conl (S (Sl ol
9 dls ey oS Loyl shansl ansls YU g ool olas

S bj)LC 9 J.wl.:‘s.o W 99 4O 60‘9 SE) ‘955 ‘5‘).&.?9‘)

WWW.SID.ir



Archive of SID

(\V/\V uL.w.A)) Y O)Lo.:J -\¥f 0,99 —Lu.: éw).:w 41,7@

VAN ol 90 5l ey Sgyiegiesl maiz (L 09,5 50
ARE -V VAPPSO (L0 P ST IRV L IURR B I P gV
25k A Sy yiagiail 09,5 50 BCVA 89 (liee t3g2 LSyl
ORl58lP=2 VYD) D9y ol il 095 5l 5 i )l e
S oo yob 4 Vb (s 3 @t (e 5l o BCVA
Ar=)YEY g P=2/o e V) 09 505 il i &

el sl oad ools i (V) Jaaz j0 a5 jeblen
s 3 o i L s e i Sl 5 el
Lol 5l oo ¥ g olio Sy cdzan ¥ 5 ey 45 543 FAY oz
S le (P 1) de ) VA 5 VYA DOY 0 4y alslos
A YYE VAT 5 5wl pie 5o Sl S ol
(P= VYY) aes, YEV - £V F0)

oz wlwly axdllae 590 ez Slgl 0 @595 —) Jou

Oloyd 3l g b (2l
RV b Sos

dwok Y awmok ) Qe dan ¥ S8 (k)
A\ Yy 710 AR

AY YA V%)) Y-

Vepr AY YA Yy oo e
Y0 Yo ¥ 5.0 a,¥ K
YO8 ) YA ¥ K
o) ) R VYA S -
oN Y0 Vq)¥ YA AR
V¥ V¥ av ¥Y AN -
KNS AY Yy Yy AARS
VYA ) av . Vel)e

HS Y come p anlllae coxi slapier (ol wus -Y Jgu
e O 5l o 9 o

YRV
Yo o o- Yo aals M+SD oles
RZIEYT YO £ S VPPV NN S 44 S
B XD Y e Nemeee X0 amatin ¥
Fe A e Ve VAR sk
S T o By CYFEe Y A ole ¥

M: mean, SD: standard deviation

Coplr E il 55hL5 5 0ol L BOVA s 03,5 o0
5 (Cambridge low contrast grating) g yweS &)l b sl 205
s (TItMUS test) g g3 5l ooliiwl L Goe 2o
GSojlal o lay Suop alads g Gillat aels iz oo b o
Sy SeihelSem p0S 35 )l jo ey adise
3o 59, ¥l 5l gl Jpao> gy 85—
giSomls 85,8 (g S 03Il Sz o)lgd (Lo (G5 sl
O SG sl Jolee S 5900 ) iz e 200,50 axlye
5 a5 LS g9 tegiil et 9

Gy eodly Salbd, LGl 990 slaat Ll s 5l g
¥V ohlew G 5 (o0 0313 (90l (nlly 4 plle i (i
Ao 9 23S oo anlpe calan (sl Slan ole Vg ole S, catin
O bl (Slops alslae ol o )1)55 0 )ked 398 S o) 2
F oo an ol mpda G Sjge & i (S Dol g e
0y99 Wz (b sl S &5 plw azg Loy gy, 0 celw AL
s oolizal (6,155 claosls il g 50T cyg05 31 s cn 41,5
NIRRT VS IRV VAR LN A A SR TP WESE UV

Lady
o=l 5l A WAl sy S5 VAFY s ol bl b
o=l 5l ases piee  Lad 4 M (wo 0 VFIA) La5 YA (les

o olsl asllae Cpz ol diges Glgie 4 ;a8 FY wlass

ey alSlae e ola Vg ole SGaan Y0 S5, ey
50509 ey Oylae Lo )0 OO 0 ediged g s, VY gV (Y e
iz s 0 (Lo Y-1Y) JLs Af£ ) ¥ bdigel cpw (ko
3 lge ao,d YOI 0 g Sug gyl 350 ooy #F,0 0
a0 PO 0 (o eniel i Sl 950 05 ol
Ui Gl s Dglad ¢ g Hhas H(P= 0o Ve ) Widgy jen 9lge
AP=2+Y) ais cdolive piz Lad £95 90 9150
YV« 5l 35S BCVA 5055 ao )0 YOA (e a1 B
O 5l ole g0 CdS 5l ey a5 azily LS jlos i g0
O Jgoz) 2y TNV - o j9mie slopder wo Sl i
OLS 985 BCVA . Kle a0 oo Lis (V) Jgoz a5 s len
ole ¥ gole SO catan ¥ aS 0 LSyl +jOVE Y alslow 5l LS
g IYAEYE VO£ VD an ol 5 o iz s 5l ey
ol 93 B loys £9,8 51 S0sS BCVA oww, JLaSg) ¥ Fx- NP

BCVA .Sl .(P<vy+ V) b ioli8l g )lo s job 4y cony

WWWSID.ir



Archive of SID

(\V/\V LM))YO) —\f °)5'> Lu.:éw).:p.m}cd?bo

b @b sbadlge (B p Il Ghle SB35 4y
I e 9590 3958 GBaod (nl )3 &S (6500 sla iz )
e Oelpls el Bis (5065 (6 en pae Sde 4 15,5
slagialesl 51055 g9) 5 Jed 3 Sllllas lo jo ol
o S 3l a5 ept g olin wiSily ey b 58]
Dgd oolaiul (s SasS (5, Ken

Sl i e L caddlae (ol gleasdly bl 5
amgly pral S g S Sl > 5 ol Sa >
7 k5 s 3358 e 2 ]
)5“5) TS ey ol o (il Slllas
5 ZNOU S o a1 4zl oyl LT 55T aS asloos
olays 3 1) iz s 3L cglaalllae (b S L Sen
Sl s ;Q‘)u.o.@ g Moseley .a_sls i piz oS
L iz (b pleyd Jldo an | el S el >
o Do Rl L ol e ieidon i 5 Sipe ool
¥ L San o Richardson .oss,S 5,15 ey Jsb ;o
e R R S e T e I e
A8l ;0 9 A0S e Bmes 3o ialidl oy L e
Gl e (A Lz i ol Sas ldlas
Dgid g0 (G WO

o sl 73S el a5 ol i ol anllla gl
o Rimgiy ol i ot 1 S ol 3 B o iles s
ol el ol GlasBlas Sldlas (b 5 6,50 sasine
asols e AL’)‘)&@ glew 54 VL’)‘)&@ 9 Gstalder a5 gl
Sl G0k Sl 4l (s s e o plilen &S
5 THowell g Hess .os5,ls YU olas aeley 115 sboS e
Sl ol itz 5 s ol 45 53305 1
lasd sloslun den o 1) cunl 1S Cosles alS o ol

iy ool

Sl S Sl ralS 35 *Harwerth g Levi .o o ol
ol i S g tagiasl miz (L Lz pllans o,
Colar> 2alS aS 0SS oLy o | Harwerth 5 Crawford
e slogi oo 8IS 5] 5 L s e ol 5
ol glin ju8 0 et
5 el So Lily 8l ol aalllae s elul
P TN TRV U SR Tt U
iz et A L e Sy e

‘_’_L...a L>o ol).el I UM...S,_%

\YY

Sy5 (gl sl o S8 50 Gy g il gl eSSl
Ot Ly 4 09 a0l 5 STAPE)Y i i 51 8 (o2
Y07 5TV DF s ayola ¥ 5ol Sy watin ¥ b pi
5 i i b a2 el 9l (F J592) sy 4l S
P<e o)) S8l oo alS 6yl e Hob 4 ey cBdS
S8l yo (gl e—ire jobo dy Sy g il Al P
Sg—t 5 ey Sroml il ol 3l S S g ]
OLS3s5 50 i b G 2 il sl ol P+ )
P=r o ¥Y0) 09 S (Jlo A5l 5 0S5 G b

2 090 (a0 Cawl xS Cambis —Y Jour
e o 3l a9 Ju8

[FYS WS

Yo - Yo el M=SD obe;
$8 Y EANY s
VY- 0VOV)0 dwaian Y

AN SR AT B
YVe o A)e ¥V YF-YV.
YAOL VY. FRVe YTV
Ya. YD PADL  FY-OF-

M: mean, SD: standard deviation

VoS OE\YAY  swole )

VPPN dmole ¥

)° (J)T » At (IWE S )g) M"’)‘“"' 4’5'} _¥f JS“’.
ot ol 8131 (38 57 Jla5 50 (33 (w2 9390 Slapdz

Oloyd oz g S8
S oo
Yo 0o YO aals M£SD ok
Aee Yoo Yoo FesYeor SYHxVVEY) J3
f-o O f I T SR AR AL SRRV ¢
Ve Nee Al BeAee YVe o e2YFAB0 Swole )
£ f ¥ - SY - A£SYAY axy ol ¥

M: mean, SD: standard deviation

-y

5 plwld Cpz a5 cwl glasdlas 5l cond ol 518

slanlnSssS g olanl el Gioils jo et L5 loyo
Oole addllas ol sdes slacgdgase ol plol wguie Vo4l
Slr Lol pad azg po Ui 5 (5055 (5, Sen pue 5l oy,
3 S Sy o siafli o g 5l o ales] ol

WWW.SID.ir



Archive of SID

(\V/\V uL.w.A)) Y o)Lo.J:J -\¥f 0,99 —Lu.: éw).:w 41,7@

el glis Gas Olss 3l eguste ol U5 Sl
Do 8ol b ol o Slee &l s a5 (69190 y0 ol
Sl S Sl G2aleT L ol e w25 BB b
P oLy i gl aS ol las 1) ol s o

S S vl
pode olBasils sidgh pyime Cogles Sty b adllas o0l
Olodze 9 (Yggus (6,lKen Il oads ploul apuie (S5
23,5 o 10,08 5 gt el Sy adlate 39, 5 Bl

&bo

1. Nard B, Nelson JH, Calhoun M, Robison D, Harley.
Pediatric ophthalmology. 3rd ed. New York: W.B.
Saunders Co. 2002:107-111,118-121.

2. Moseley M, Fielder A. Amblyopia: a multidisciplinary
approach. Boston: Butterworth-Heimann Co.; 1997.

3. Gstalder R], Green DG. Laser interferometric acuity in
amblyopia. / Pediatr Ophthalmol Strabismus 1971;8:251-
256.

4. Hess RF, Howell ER. The threshold contrast sensitivity
function in strabismic amblyopia: evidebce for a two
type classification. Vision Res1977;17,1049-1055.

5. ZhouY, Huang C, Xu P, Tao L, Qiu Z, Li X, et al.
Perceptual learning improves contrast sensitivity and
visual acuity in adults with anisometropic amblyopia.
Vision Res 2006;46:739-750.

6. Moseley MJ, Stewart CE, Fielder AR, Stephens DA;
MOQOTAS cooperative. Intermediate spatial frequency
letter contrast sensitivity: its relation to visual resolution
before and during amblyopia treatment. Ophthalmic
Physiol Opt2006;26:1-4.

7. Richardson SR, Wright CM, Hrisos S, Buck D, Clarke
MP. Stereoacuity in unilateral visual impairment
detected at preschool screening: outcomes from a

i S 0 Gleys Sl Gy il gl el
)lg— 5l S el Do (s 2l 0929 L ((oomnl il
oS Glalllae ;25105 Sgg gl piz (L La
bl 4 alllas 438l o ge dloas ol dtie) oyl
3 3mSRl L ey am gl 2als T T s,

.W’wo% odd o0 G (L8 Slallas jo aS 0gy oleaiily

S 2 42
oBiws sl S ol a5 Wsls ylis adlas ol b
Sl eSS gl 0 s piis e L g cl

randomized controlled trial. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci
2005;46:150-154.

8. Lew H, Seong GJ, Kim SK, Lee JB, Han SH. Mesopic
contrast sensitivity functions in amblyopic children.
Yonsei Med ] 2003;44:995-1000.

9. Levi M, Harwerth RS. Spatio-temporal intraction in

anisometropic and strabismic amblyopia. Invest
Ophthalmol Vis 5ci 1977;16:90-95.

10. Crawford ML, Harwerth RS. Ocular dominance column
width and contrast sensitivity in monkeys reared with
strabismus or anisometropia. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci
2004;45:3036-3042.

11. Agrawal R, Conner IP, Odom JV, Schwartz TL, Mendola
JD. Relating binocular and monocular vision in
strabismic and anisometropic amblyopia. Arch
Ophthalmol 2006;124:844-850.

12. Odom JV, Hoyt CS, Marg E. Eye patching and visual
evoked potential acuity in children four months to eight
years old. Am J Optom Physiol Opt1982;59:706-717.

13. Walker C, Wilson JM. A randomized trial of atropine vs.
patching for treatment of moderate amblyopia in
children. Arch Ophthalmol2002;120:268-278.

WWWSED.ir



