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Orbital Echinococcosis with two Different Features;
Hydatid and Alveolar Cysts

Bagheri A, MD; Abrishami M, MD; Salour H, MD; Fallahi MR, MD; Shahabi K, MD;
Rezaie-Kanavi M, MD; Naghshgar N, MD

Purpose: To present two patients with hydatid and alveolar cysts of the orbit and to present their clinical,
imaging, pathologic and therapeutic features.

Case Report: Two young children from rural areas were referred for progressive proptosis. Imaging showed
intraorbital cysts. They were operated on with a clinical suspicion of hydatid and alveolar cysts. Pathologic
evaluation confirmed the diagnoses in both instances.

Conclusion: Clinical findings and imaging before the operation help the diagnosis of orbital echinococcosis.
Knowing the nature of these lesions can prevent surgical complications. Alveolar cysts are much more
invasive than hydatid cysts and their treatment is more difficult.

e Bina ] Ophthalmol 2009; 14 (2): 170-176.
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