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Unusual Neoplastic Recurrence in the Corneo-Scleral Limbus:
Recurrent Atypical Fibrous Histiocytoma Followed by
Intra-Epithelial Squamous Neoplasia

Zare M, MD; Rezaei Kanavi M, MD; Naghshgar N, MD

Purpose: To report the clinical and histopathological features of recurrent atypical fibrous histiocytoma of
the corneo-scleral limbus followed by intra-epithelial squamous neoplasia.

Case Report: A 25-year-old female patient presented with a recurrent vascularized gelatinous mass in the
left nasal limbus. The preliminary histopathological diagnosis of the previously excised lesion was an
amelanotic malignant melanoma at a private general pathology center. The lesion had recurred after one
year and the histopathologic diagnosis was a poorly differentiated malignant melanoma at another
pathology center. The lesion recurred again and the specimen was sent to a third histopathologic center
where the histopathologic diagnosis revealed spindle cell growth with moderate atypia. A pannus-like
lesion occurred in the nasal limbus 3 years later which was excised and sent to the Eye Bank Pathology
Laboratory. Reviewing the slides related to the first recurrent lesion and the histopathologic examination of
the recently excised specimen disclosed a final diagnosis of atypical fibrous histiocytoma and intra-epithelial
squamous neoplasia, respectively.

Conclusion: Fibrous histiocytoma is a rare limbal tumor that may have atypical features and can be
misdiagnosed as an amelanotic melanoma. This is also a rare report on the occurrence of intraepithelial
squamous neoplasia following excision of recurrent fibrous histiocytoma.

e Bina ] Ophthalmol 2009; 14 (2): 181-185.
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