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Comparison of intermittent and continuous

tube feeding on premature infants

Z. Safavi Z. Kamali

o Abstract

Backeground : fmmaterity of infunts is the most copynon canse of admissions in intensive
care unity, These infants need (ube feeding due to the incomplete development of alimentry
channel.

Objective : To determine the physiological effects of intermittent and continnous tube
SJeeding on premature infunis.

Methods 1 Through a sequentiod cross-study , measures of heart and respiratory rate and
hady temperature of 30 babies who were admitted in the pediatric ward of Emam Hossein
hospital af Tehran , were recorded before | during and after feeding by each method.
Findings 1 Heart beat of the infanis decreased during feeding by each method and then
increased after feeding, The respiratory rate increased during feeding and continued after
Jeeding, Body temperature drapped in continuous feeding. There was a statistically sipnificant
difference in the body temperature 10 minutes after each method of feeding (P<0.001),
Conclusion : Both metheds of feeding are safe for premature infants. More studies on the
refated subject an infants afso having other complications are recommended,

Keywords @ Premature Neonates , Intermittent Feeding Tube , Continuous Feeding Tube |
Physiological Effects.
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