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Efficacy of penicillin in normal 1 to 6 year old

children with community - acquried pneumonia

J. Faghihinia

m Abstract

Background : Aceording to WHO guidelines, penicillin can be used as an impirical
therapy in bacterial prenmaonia but no investipafion has been conducied in thisregard in
fran.

Objective: To determine the efficacy of penicillin in normal 1 o 6 year old children with
cornuRily-acquired prewmaoni.

Methods : A prospective study was conducted in 68 children with the age range of 1 to 6
with bacterial preumonia (diagrosis baved on clinical symptoms, chesé Xeray and laboratory
Jindings) who were admitted in the pediatric wards of Al-zahra and Shariari hospitals of
Isfahan from oct. 1997 Gl Oci. T998. Al patients recieved penicillin crystall, The criteria for
response were decreased fever, respiratory symptoms and C-reactive protein during 72 hours.
The results were analvzed based on the expected percent of respornses.,

Findings : 0f 68 cases enrolled , 55 patients (80.9%) shawed a satisfactary clinical
response during 72 howrs, The prevalence of response were between 2 to 4 vr old cases (90%)
and less between 4 to 6 yr old (78.6%). According of statisfical analysiy , (here wasnot o
significant difference between the expected percent of treatment (85%) and response rafe
(80L.9%) in thiv study.

Conclusion : Penicillin can be used for communiiy - acquried pnenmonie in normal
children for first line therapy.

Keywords : Bucterial Prnenmonia , Penicillin , Treatment , Children
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