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The effect of morphine injection in the priaqueductal gray
matter on the neuronal responsiveness of nucleus
reticularis paragigantocellularisto formalin

N, Crfrethi 5. Sermnanian Y. Fathollahi

@ Abstract
Background : Nuclews reticularis paragipantocellularis (PGi) has « very effective role in
the supraspinal pein modulation, PGI as a rostroveniromedial medulle (RVM) structure
receives @ mafor input from periagueductal gray matier (PAG).Formalin as a pripheral
noxious stimuluy has biphasic nociception and behavioural manifestations.
Objective : To assess morphine injection in the priaqueductal gray matter(PAG) on the
neuronal responsiveness of nucleus reticulariy paragipantocellularis (PGI) to formalin,
Methods : The experimental subjects were male NMRES rats. Diluted formalin (2.5%) a5 a
chemical noxious stimulus and morphine as an analgesic drug were used. Using sinple unit
recording (an extracelluar recording elecirophysiologic method) the research was done,
Findings: Findings indicate that the responses of the PGP inhibitory neurons evoked by
SJormalin were disinhibited by morphine microinjection in the PAG. In the excitatory neurons,
morphine decreased the firing rate to the baseline wctivity,
Conclusion : PGi inhibitory neurons are affected by the PAGs GABAergic internenrons.
Muorphine blocks GABA released from these internenrons and results to off- cell dixinhibition.
On- cells suppressions are probably related to morphine effects directly.
Keywords: Single Unit Recordiong, PGi, PAG, Formalin, Morphine, Rut
dai=ms @
il aus & sdes slagay s 3l S0 _r.%..,al'::.;;;.f)i RVM ) il = o5l pladl Loy o PGI aian: disaj
S S0 Sleis g dlo g 92,8 e Lne (PAG) L5 0 g 2515 wld 5I(PGI) s Vsl s B3
cagls dlis d e g ol G0 ae e ) age A s ol
St et sladin g S AT e e L aale e nnd e p i 0 obo0 ek 4 aallbe rdind
o plowil a8 g s dins Ay s ) W gl g S 3L
alsie o Lo ya ¥ odled A2 alina NMRT 515 5 olime didea gla 5 0 Sl s ‘._,.,‘._n'.sf'.lf_,.:. il gy g algs
T (L PRI TI - SR BPL PR g o @it eldll ol Glpie o Sl g e s fags olea (F e
Ll I.a I'_?n.flr ] |:_j
sl Cdlo g odd myl lge 3 g lee glalin, o o Al 0 dal2a PAG ;5 e s See 0,57 L :Libaidly
b colladsle o b, B80S fal el S oad sladi i go ool o g AdE L ss 03 a s SLLS
, S N e ot (2 (8008 Gl 8 e e LS
S AT sladiy szl Yoo ! 26 culs 3 0d o ilge sla o 0 lge & el o e R
i b & sl e B Ko Sl Sl A2 5 b e 3Ll o gy e PAG Lo L g, g
T
b e et et ol G s 5T 15 sl e Ve s SDL sl [y ST et lbaly addes
s

A S e Bl e Sl e SU sy 51 s endila w
gk e LT e s b bl
PRI - s PP SR TN E I Y

Page (3) wWwWW.SID.ir



L G el 6 sola o3 Sud a5 00

(AR RS

LaSisa,e gt B Ay sles gl s NRM
oS L R il 5 248 o Jled Lt
X s

o A ol SIS Plas ey ] sl
Jal éjjiﬁdﬁuﬁlf.ﬂ:q-ﬂ Le aff-cell 4 yls a2
(TF) Tail Flick poilSs 45k 253 330 (slao 750
Lacigy g ot ! Fakd j3 SLSG a5 olo 551 LB
b @ o p Seen 3 I8l g a5, GLET
bl o a8 ket peags dipd o Jleddi g
Ll ool s boon _ cell o jls CIs 540
r il Clled Gl S B0 TF oK 0
3Ll LS pd s g Al s (gl ol
) s als sty 93,3, 0

L ol sl LlilS o g o Jlozml oo 2
Jlixl .Cuul PAG PGI et (slads, 6 Ko oed
LPAG L b 553 S0 oladyy g il a8 5y, 0
[ lgs osbds L Sl 5 olad 5 30 S s
bl sshia @ daallas opl a2l als JLos o
S 2 P s S L asle o pd e g 5T S
ol s Yl G SLL St ans (Lo, 50

- r\'."fn-'f‘_",:‘..l'l'.ﬁ_‘,j ool

i sigy g alga @
Mid = e 51 P g il anlll ol s
S E sl o e e A eslin | NMRI
a3 TF DVY Syl dmn il Ll 2 Comed

VWAY SoU - gl s o ol 8 Tl

:agada @

i (PGU) s ) Yboo sl 5L S sz
- oo gLl fuay SO | ra g dilain Ol gis
W g 3 e 3 Ol i 3 a2l (RVM) L
USILY SRCRITITIN WP o <P 0
22 PGi 5 (NRM) e 5280 a5l din Jpls o
B A et A 330 e el 548
NRM 3 PAG ;5 i n 50 550 S pomd P it
cela oyl Jlis ;3,0 L2 I_"J.Lj.r'._;i:-u_g b
iLﬁp_,n.LrCLﬁJ.: b2y e ol 5 S5 o
m ity sl g b 1 PAG T e s
a0 a8 315 Lo 4 et el (DLF) b
- wr A b ol b e 6 5b
oo glely, o g5 0 (RVM) ol fomy o500
SKozo sls i s NRM iz opl 3,080 56
o Vs 55K 5 Ss it 5 PG s 0T 5,15
ek 30T g slacilatil g 3gs 4 Jald |, (Gi)
P) s, o 150 ks pLa 4 DLF

333 pinc Jdoa S5 Olgie g ol i GyasT
L3 ol (1AV1) i 5 O gl oo 7SS
Jeta ol Falia o 4y Slianiils ol LT Slis o
s 38 frr}w-ﬁ-’_z—.’ el gl
S o @ 2050y 4 el Ollaiby o (555
3 el g foaad (JLEST aglats C_,;'n... FERIETE
5T (Lo 0 oS5 215 01953 (S gl (Sl oDl
L by Llodd 805 3,0 (Lt s ol IS LU o
o2 kgl mgr 3y 5L DU o0 [ 250

2 PGLPAG M50 huss s s o

WwWW.SID.ir



ek

wsee T 92 o e U 03 g3 Sraban (Fan ST 5

2L 030> s Lok s plad fa g 5 Sy 5
g aday Cu g oS Loy Ll slas
sl 0zl alowr | bl e (Audio monitor)
C{-""I (Window discriminutor] . T N
2 iy 5 SUST e Gy p Sl el
olemd it 3,1y (AID) Sbzess 4 ST i
Jibs b PSTH (60580 p i dali s Bre o gl
plonsl ssSdon 2 fra gl pody @ puld (S0l
22 el S B Ol O cslas QJ;
L g ISR Y JC gL TIPS T o e
ol anllas 3y gmn Dlgim Vo 32 g e o=l Ve
ol 52 ek stalis g, ai slauly plod .zt S
G ey 48 i (3 wag Soled gl )n anllls
wl Sl @ S, 6 0T Codled g, 8 o KK
il dalaf o plomif Oguls 4dda Ve LYo Zide w
L,L.iroL?L:h.E._..i'ﬂc:n:.:.Lw._l Loy, s b cudled 2
et i o d ) ol s Seede L
e L e S
o foVD il b ok o Ll S G b S
s oS s il Yoo Yo Olindy g ;¥4
PAG s s b s okl Sk cslo 4l 5 057hats
Sk 550k O 08 il geme S abea Uil 5
(2l dols] 4T

:.SJJE*.-'}-*'U L PG s sl Sl (slo Fimtad
e Ul ) o 5 s SRl sy K
LD et i 5L

s Pl slaal ok o mloel 3, 0d 5 ik e

o o Lei [ PSTH ol anl o bresls delons

il cmslin jlkie & L6 5 O 5 D 5,134
P

N Bl 0333 a5 b ) B0l
Gals Jd 5l g 03508 it g DUl o S5ls o
g el I SUSE S s U o T Al
AR NI LN S U g | URI [P L <
23 dedres dis S i 5 LSS ) Ol
A S i s VY VB4 /A) PG Slatons
3 (Pl b Sl il e L VOB LS,
VLT i cLofm dy Cond =2/ L -F/A) PAG
S b plbl Bl (Gl B b S i
29,7350 33,5 ot (5l 1 k8 800, 04l
e letal S5l 005 LS aeld st b e a
St 33 pon oo 1 /8 3505 6 pn s o /Y had 45
ot 1 YL PAG Slatses ool bl dlsp
(dodrasr peltes b Sl coid 20 LaV/0) 3,55
Olonmw 3 jos sl ST i 5 At o2 5,4
A2 S ol deman (g5, p SEROIGS

PGi 51803,5 1 arly ST Johos 2515 oo
T e
Shtad slasy 28l Ss 28 S plowil i R, 4
L (IR VG il 20y Sa F G ki)
3] A0 PPN W IN PR | _?lf{__gLf..uJL;,:.nL:'j_,:_- oJ glzea
YR NFRL CEUER S g U N SRS PO/
Dot & o T g g St SaS 5 35 25 S
A 2 desraz b dy Coed a s 1171 B 4/4
ot dzi Sl al LD 0309 Oly
el Sy ol i 34 58Uy S sy

WWW.SID.ir



s C'.;[A‘swl /y_}c_(‘M{'-: patz 03 Ej-'-";-"“ c;.r_);,u’]'

AP< o0l 5yls Fae b ok Sollad 5 ol
s e ST o Sl 5wl Sl
RURCTRTPER

wly colled oSSl (shils K20 5120y, 40
ey B Lo aiged 551 LT lUnT 3 g Vo S5 2 ) Y
ol 5 2 B [ el G e s LT il
ot i il e AL b e 5 b By
5 ol e 3 Slled il called Rk
bl FIUT sy s b o 53 llad
als LA ls ae 1 5 g LT DR a8, b o5
s joed oSG 3 (F(T,10)= £/20A P= o /1Y)
Collad g 41l Sl s S 0951 20,5 ol
Colled (P<o fod (5,03 fan prhinn ells 8 pam 3
Codled o 5 P<ofod pd e Sodlad y ollo 3
s Lide (5,03 cma (g bl iglds b Cllad 5 ud o

g 3wl Colled Sl i (a5 0
-y § Wi god UST51 Ll alias Lo 1P/FY 2 7 /YD
OLs 355 il b (S Gl 45 s 45
23 Sllad b Collad oKl o sy lin L0
Eeiopilad il A s b el b il
SLOLE g4l s g, ba] itz

23 PSR I Ggssh Ay SO Sl (5,501
BV oo ilgil Sk 5 Riles 5 O3 45 s
b at pdlill JS g lpe) ol ot e
iy JRa s sl gy (S S T
Pl (slaliyg; i ppoma Colled dslin (0 K
(P K ) Sl 0 0003 Sl de [

455 ol Olgs g S0 ow) 22 fel 250 0160
g 3l ey Sl Kl azmiliy 53 0Ly
G 3 e Sl Rl 5 b oS
g5 (Pre- YSD) 5p 5 liilol (slas plps 53 slga
3 e St Sl 1 iy il si8, g gl
g il gle s ol s dilolas o 5T
32 o= ot 5 ST Gl g4 (Pre.+ YSD)
ot 28 085 )3 kS Ogks ey 039k

G s Ui 5 Loasls (gLl fuloed 5 s jous
g3l p b 2 e s Sl b ol
W K il yly oIl sl g5 o g o
WEFAESTRE fo

H Lhﬂ:i!Ll =

s Sl dias s ppalle ) Al 2
il o Sull gy Colled dorly LdS SR
b LAST (5 5lgn (510000, b 438,85 5
g WATOEY /YO dm 13 Yl ayl Cled Sl
Gl gl pgi g dly 10 U iged IS0 LT ol
G 2 et gt i b AT g SRl 4
et A Un 2l 30 T Gy e
5 ol e s el 5 b e Sl
o0l T g 5T sy o 53 e
als SLES ls ama [y S g, Lol Civlis ] ad b oS
AF(Y,EY)= £ /51 , P= o /o 13)

S Ol asliial 5 foloei y 4y 505 e
Sollas 5 6l Colled o il s (sl

ﬁﬁJLﬂJL:,.:__s;p{vrfuﬂ r.s...?r"'.-_f;’—'cb—“‘-_'ﬁ."rh.,ﬁ-&

WwWW.SID.ir



vid e T UF 132 (5 T w3le 13 Giahae (a3 A1

520 4
:%115 .

R
F 5
U L i L 1 L L 1 1 I i i L 1 L ]
1] 10 20 a0 40 50 &0 TO

(adada) Gla)

S L9
gl amo diB3 e M.:uk Called 4ibs 18 3 lnggyed ool Jl dged S0 SLld _ calbg lpe sladig e g Soli .j,f.]l

G99 bulasi 13 U 9 s (prl Sl aSilian sl 0252003 QL (28 50 520 35 J) g B T0 9 el 3 G2 3

il B2 s )5 9055 2219 10 (5l Eoamma 4o
wall) e Gl b Qb

v A\ §

AN
=) e L

20 4 1".-
3
‘.;'l, 10 -
il
7 5]

u 1 1 I 1 L i 1 L 1 1 1 1 1 L |

o 10 20 a0 4 0 50 GO 70
(ARA3 Yk CFLSE

G 3 1 35 9 e g 35 ) 2 gy ol bl 3 g S0 LSl il S 5o lag g0 )3 Sl (555

P - sy u'i‘ﬂJS'l‘-"’l.?P ﬁlﬁ&}#ﬂjléﬁhﬂl)&h)l 0950 Ll ,.'_;.l| Mﬁh-u‘u&ﬁ

WwWW.SID.ir



MJ{E;JJC;,M&MEJJ&_J}#&J;;J EQ

p Ll b e
Al 4p .
v v
3, 304
a 20 4
2
ﬁ‘ 10 4
o -

geaA

L
P
S
-4
-

-
=

A0 gl
s

L= |

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
(4da) s

9 ellesd Gra 9 Jl sy lly Collad ol ) laogagd (ol ) ged S Sulis - cill s iz glapgsei oo Sl 693l

e a0 3o N gl Faeme o e Bulid 43 Ugue s (ol SulS Silee L Otpd e iy 55 Sl ame

Al B S
= O Basehine
& Formalin
W Morphineg
20
15 | T
9 .
LTI
5 L
.D o RS 1
$oles WS R s

N L
eyl Cullad Buld 5> Suld Oliue 2 9 (S0 wgalee D)0 Cand 4 3 SLll I8 Sil dlis

*P*‘-’.:O,.'roﬁn.','....u!h..'uflb.ﬁbL'_.IL-I.t-Id-III-Fu)J&@I&Mﬁiﬁﬂ@{)ﬁﬁjﬂ{swhﬁ&;;ﬁ

WWW.SID.ir



. ﬁ:ij}(fM{:: oale 2 Cj:ijf“ C;J_J;;f

st ool by ol S 205 4 Jphow #4553
slge Leaffvell caias o ml Oy b (S8 2 o
el My 8 0 Ko e onecell g 0
3l S g s s 2pmy G b LS
b ol e o7 4 Gl 3 PG s 55
o om-cell wlin b 7w Ladg s ol O sts ols
ple b g aans 2= clady, o5 L ooff-cell
) Lifend 3, [:SRVM L5 puizes
S G a gy i Solallls L il g p sl
b Cse s NRM L PGi 5 PAG blL,l 55
BT Oy b agei e g4t & 1 O sk
NRM dzos adies LS5 sla on-cell 3 Lo off-cell
2 dﬁrw},m‘;_;.a Lot gl 522 o 5] 40
O lous AliS 50 PAG ja0m 5 off (slady, s
Collad PAG 4 o ot (fla p5mr o5 sesYhe &
COS dgpp sladaly il dee 300 Faap
I, (PGi 5 Gi Jals ;MRF) plodl] Joay Kol
@(1”..1.a.mﬁaﬂti'g La WY Cadlad p 180
Cippm LS by o affecell Jlgo o5 opf 4 a2
e 1) LT LS sl ST 5 (208
iely dm 0,55 ey o 5 4 sl e
Comd ili o8 o Lie PAG iy PGI g5 145
PGi s 1, Laffcell jlga 5 LS Lo, ol 55
PAG 3 fpd o g pSomn (o g5 Ll iy ls JB32 4
Sl g Ao i s bl e 4L LG als,
a0 b aff-cell dled 50240
5 LS A ubsls UL Ol es 5 o0 s
RVM s Jolo ez 53 b Plam d o Kol
(5503 5 s on-cell gt lge (S oSl oS

P NS g doy @

PAG 3 opd e SapSer o b Ao onl o2
s f’fﬁjfdmf_g.ﬁ:?t;ﬂjjﬁhﬁﬁoﬁﬁJé
oals pawm AT i 5 SO i sles dyy e e
e

JJ.::A.K:.-J{_‘.;JM@M‘_;:JJ ._,'.'_JL”,J"’J’ asldi.l
[ oty 595 s s 2 (5,085 Solalllan [ 50
,-_;‘J:.-l':'_;':‘_,ljr Lj:l._:u ol Sl 0l __‘,..all..a:.ﬂ-nl 3 pm s
sl L L ol GU fwas o OL20 GU g g2l 2
Code g 3 398, 00 a5 Gl Gy 5 51wy o iDL
Gl 4z s VO Bte U ngr il aaalslaidsd
s FJIJ'; Corler O 2gu by .'lﬁhFﬂJLFII";._:J;:
L;.L:-L‘-‘_j[it_-’.._..n_,_:l.nl’;mfgEJ.}.:_J.:‘_‘,...-:—I_;I’.M.JJL_"J
233 g (855 et s (§LALIg 5 4 DD il 4
I’.':-u.f_tl'.l.ﬂ.‘ll_;a ILEL e 5l g Al gt By
et 41y 3,3 a5 5l sl T3 asls a8
wmlod Sadfo s 5l (g udns Juo Olgie w03,

(F) el o

e g2 45 ol g ey el
Sl ilsl i led e (gl gy U plulis
ey ool gy (S USISIT  adpn b iy
PAG alos I 5d il ol o (5l o
LN 5
PGi 45 dihs ot OLti S gl i afy s
- et S sl e Gl sledes slaisag s
3oz ool T Wl o cdl s PAG Ll
35 Qg 30 olg gl 5 A yls s o, Gl
4S5k 45" Conl Jlad pslba 4k & PAG Liia b s

ﬁ‘),:_,.:;u» 20 kb 5l 2 Gesl OF 33 e

WWW.SID.ir



wnne o 3 L0 483 o (5 n5le a3 S s c;.l_,.-_;_p'ul

.

3. Dubuisson D, Dennis SG. The formalin test:
a gquariifative study of the analpesic effects of
maorphine, meperidine and brainstem stimulation
in rais and cats. Pain 1977, 40 16l-74

6. Fields HL, Heinricher MM, Brainsiem
modulation of nocicepior- driven  withdrawal
refleves. Annualy of the New York Academy of
Science, 1989, 34-44

7. Fields HI, Vapapas H, Hental ID, Zorman
G Evidence that disinhibition of  brainsiem
nenrons  contributes  fo morphine  analpesia
Nature T983;:306: 684-6

& Gebhart GF. Opiate and opiod peptide  effects
o broipstem pewrons: relevance o pocicepior
amd amiinociceptor mechanisms, Pain 1982; 12:
93-140

9. Gouwarderes C, Cros J,  Ouirion R
Awtoradingraphic localization of mu, delia and
kappa opioid receptor binding sifex in rad anpd
guinea pip spingl cord. Neuropeptides [V85;
fifd): 331-42

. Heinricher MM, Haws CM, Fields 1L,
Evidence for GABA-mediated conirol of putative
naciceptive modulating newrons in the rostral
verfromedial — medulla:  fontophoresis of
bivuculline  climinates  the  aff-cell  pause.
Somatosens Mor Res, 1991; & 215-25

11, Heinricher MM, Morpan MM, Ficlds L.
Direct and indirect actions of morphine on

medullary newrons that modulate rocicepiion.

sk O o enll e el el Had
3 Ly Lo aff-cell SGLs S PAG 5 pd$S350y 30,18
() tas oo &5l RVM

3l Al g Ll 4 a5 b ol bl
s off-cell 4lia (glady 4 4o dls 2 oame 10
Slady 5 3 LE L Lls, o0t il L Yl PGI
bt Ly PAG 22 U 555 5605 Ll g
wlie slaly,p oolled Zali bl e ooanifs
e gl T s 205 4y el onecell
L P

‘-':'.—."I I
igins gl ld (dme SLS L sl Coond i -
Somdn it (sLa0 )55 (S 0 el F ST ey
A S la sla S ge o e Mol SIS0
3 Sadp et A el ST S
b agled fule ITAs Slheels e giafss L, ld

FYVY
2. Andrezic J A, Chan play V, Palay SL. The
nuclens peragiganiocelluluriy lateraliv in the rat:
conformation and cytolagy. Anat Emberyo 1981;
fal: 3155-72
3. Busbaum Al, Fields HL. Endogenous pain
control systems: hrainsterm spinal pathways and
endorphin  circuitry.  Ann Rev  Newroscience
1984; 7: 309-38
4. Coderre TJ, Melzack R. The contribution of
evcifafory amino-acids (o cenfral sensifizelion
and persistent nociception after formalin induced

fissue infury., J Newroscience 1992; 121:3665-70

WwWW.SID.ir



yviLE

- E,.T{E_;;},:;M' I pala o 6&3/; CEJ'),:;J

Neuwroscience [992; 48(3): 533-43

{2, Kanfhan R Opioids and pain. Clin Exp
Pharmuacol Physiol 1993; 22(6-7): 397-403

13. Mason P, Skinner K, Cho HJf, Basbaum Al,
Fields HL. Angiomical evidence for GABAergic
corirol of physiologically identified off - cells in
the rostral ventromedial medulla. In: MR Bond,
JE Charton, CJ Woolf, Eds. Proceedings of the
Jth world congress on pain, 991

14. Mohrland JS, Gebhart GF, Effecis of focal
electrical stimulation ctrred morphine
microirjection in the periaqueductal gray of the
ral mesencephalon on neuronal activity in the
medullary reticelar formation. Brain Res 1980,
200¢1): 23-27

15, Newman DE. Distinguishing rai brainstem
reticulospinagl  npuclei by their  newronal
morphology T Medullary nuclei. [ Hirnforsch
1985; 187-226

16, Olzewski f, Baxter D. Cvioarchiteciure af the
Human Brain stem. Baset, Karger, 1954

17. Pan 77, Ficlds HL. Endogenous opioid -
mediated  infibition  of  putative  pain -
modulating newrons in rad rostral ventromediol
medulla. Neuroscience 1996; 74(3): 8535-62

18, Paxines G, Wason C The raf brain

stereplaxic  coordinates. New  York, Academic
press, TVES

19, Rosenfeld JP, Xia LY. Lack of effect of
fefracaine in ral nuclens paragipantocellularis
(PGi) met- enkephalin (ME) injection in raphe
mapnus- blocking doses and on baseline tail -
fick latency. J Newroscience 1993; 1-15

20, Rosenfeld JP. Inferacting  brainsiem
components  of  oplate-activated,  descending,
pain-inkibitory systems. Newrosci Biobehav Rev
F984; 1874): 83-9

21, Sandkuler f8, Gebhart GF. Characterization
af inhibition of a Spinal neciceptive reflex by
stimulation  medially  and  Laterafly in  the
midbrain and medulle in the pentobarbital -
anesthetized rai. Brain Res 1984; 305: 67-76
22, Tiolsen A, Berge OG, Hunskaar 5, Rosland
JH, Hole K. The formalin fest: an evaluation of
the method. Pain 1992; 51: 5-17

23. Van Bockstaele EJ, Akoka H, Aston- Jones
(5. Brainstern  afferents  fo the  rosiral
{juxtafecial)  nucleus  poragiparmiocellularis:
integration of  exteroceptive and  inferocepiive
sensory inpuis in the ventral rfegmentum. Broain

Res 1993; 603: I-18

WWW.SID.ir



