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Abstract

Introduction: Abortion has always been a controversial issue and all religions, humanistic and medical
communities have opposed it . The complications of illegal abortion are one of the most common reasons of
hospital admission in developing countries. W.H.O estimates that the one eight of all pregnancy deaths is due
to illegal abortion. Lack of knowledge of the medical team about the abortion regulations and rules can
endanger the pregnant mothers life and also create certain problems for medical communities .

Methods: This cross- sectional study was conducted in 2007 and included 110 gynecologists and midwives
in Yazd who were studied by census method. Data was collected via self-made questionnaire and data
analysis was done by software SPSS program and statistical tests included square K and T test.

Results : Of the total of 110 patients, 16.4% were gynecologists and 83.3% were midwives, 31.8% worked
in academic centers and 68.2% were employed at other centers. The awareness level of 25.5% was good.
There was a meaningful difference between the awareness level of academic employed and nonacademic
employed and also between those who had studied abortion rules regulations.

Conclusion: As 74.5% of the study population had low levels of awareness about the abortion rules,
education of midwives & gynecologists about rules & regulations is strongly recommended as it not only
helps women's health, but also decreases their legal problems.

Keywords: Awareness, Social Control, Formal; Abortion, Induced; Abortion, Criminal; Abortion, Legal
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