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Skull Base Fractures and Cerebrospinal Fluid Leakage
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Summary

The purpose of this study is to determine the incidence and complications of skull base fx (such as CSF leakage and
intracranial injuries) after head trauma.

Retrospectively from QOct. 2000 to Sep 2003, 26133 patients were admitted with head trauma at the neurosurgical
Department of Shahid Kamiab Hospital.

1072 cases of these patients had skull fx. Among them 93 cases were admitted with skull base fx.

CSF leakage, pneumocephalus, and intracranial hematoma were the most common complications. Many of them
needed medical and conservative treatment, while the others need surgery. The worse the preoperative medical
management, the less likely the preoperative recovery. Early recognition, prompt and correct treatment are both
essential for optimal management and reducing mortality and complications.
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