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Mpycobacterial Infection of the Head and Neck Location and Presentation

Mozafar Sarafraz, MD, Faculty Member of Ahwaz University of Medical Scienues.

Emam Khomini Hospital EN.T. Department.

Abstract

Tuberculosis is a potentially lifelong chronic infection. It is almost always initiated by inhalation of infectious material.
There was an increase in the number of cases of tuberculosis after 1985. Cervical lympadenitis is the most common
form of head and neck. Tuberculosis. The purpose of the this study is evaluation of type of presentation, sex and age
groups, and location of tuberculosis involvment in head and neck region in our patients.

This analysis report of head and neck mycobacterial infection diagnosed at Emam Khomini Hospital {Ahwaz) between
1996-2001. The inclusive criteria for the diagnosis were at least one of the following 1-Positive smear or culture for Acid
fast Bacil. 2) Caseating granuloma consistent with tuberculosis.

The study group consisted of 59 patients (35 female and 24 male) with head and neek mycobacterial infection. Their
ages ranged from 7 to 73 years {mean age 27.3 yr). The most common decade was the third, 17 patients. The most
cammon presenting complains were the following: Lump in the neck in 55 patients (93%), fistula of neck skin in the 18
cases(39%). Involvment of head and neck elements were the followng:

1) Lymph node (T.B lymphadenitis) in 53 cases; 2) Laryngeal in 2 patients;3) Parotid gland, (2 patients) ;4) Nasal and
Lip 2 patients. In 33 patients (66%) neck involvment was in posterior triangle and remenant patients in anteriol triangel.
There was simultaneously infection in lung and head and neck in 15(25%) of cases that consist of 2 patients with
laryngeal involvment.

Mycobacteial infection of the head and neck occurs in different forms and affects different populations in the different
regions of the world In 1990 T.B killed more than 2.5 millons people. This reflects the delay in the diagnhosis and
ineffectiveness in manangement of the disease. Attention of head and neck surgeons to T.B in this area can lead to
early diagnosis and rapid management of disease.

Key words: Mycobacterial Infection, Head and Neck Tuberculosis, Cervical Lymphadenitis.
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1. Scrofula 2. Caseating Granuloma
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