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Reaction of commercial canola varieties and lines against Turnip
mosaic virus (TuMV) isolate

M. Jafari', M. Shams-bakhsh®, and A. Moieni’
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Abstract

Turmip mosaic virus (TubMV) is one of the most prevalent viruses of canola fields in Iran. Use of resistant
varieties is the best recommended manner to control losses caused by TuMV. In this research, the reaction of
11 commercial varieties and two lines of canola (Brassica napus L.) was investigated against a Netherland
TuMV isolate under greenhouse condition. The seedlings were inoculated using TuMV -infected tobacco
(Nicotiana benthamiana) sap at 3-5 leaf stage and their reaction was evaluated based on symptom severity
index and ELISA OD,y;s values at four and the mean values of fresh and diry weights of plants at seven weeks
after inoculation. This study was performed in a factorial experiment and randomized complete block design
with three replications and each repeat involved four experimental units for each group of inoculated and
uninoculated plants. Virus-infection was confirmed by RT-PCR. In accordance with evaluated parameters,
reaction of varieties to the virus was significantly different. At probability level of 5%, Karaj3 was tolerant
while Karaj2 was the most susceptible, RGS003 and Karajl were susceptible and the rest of canola
varieties/lines were moderately susceptible to TuMV. Difference of ODy;values in ELISA was meaningless
among inoculated plants of canola varieties/lines. Among canola varieties/lines, only fresh and dry weights
of Karaj2 line was reduced significantly in virus-infected plants. The scoring system (0 to 8) for the
symptoms severity of TuMV in canola was introduced for the first time in this research.
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Table 1: Name and characteristics of commercial canola varieties in Iran evaluated in this study
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Figl: Agarose gel electrophoresis pattern of RT-PCR products obtained from total RNA extracts of four
ELISA positive plants using the specific primers for coat protein gene of TuMV. Lanes M: molecular marker
{(GenRuler™ ]lkb DNA ladder, Fermentas) 1: Karajl, 2: Karaj2, 3: Karaj3, Hyola 401 and 5: Healthy plant
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Table3: TuMV symptom score in canola

f.-g'.)Lﬁ C_J...’- P T U""'—L":'
“ymptoms Description Symptom score
(Symptomless) mole gk ]
(Mottling on top leaves) YL slad o 5 Sey 1
(Mosaic on top leaves) Yl gle o 0 Silje 2
(Systemic mosaic) e pes Sl 3
(Severe mosaic and vein clearing on YU sl o 3 3 8, OAd 2, 5 Lkl Slje y
top leaves)
(Bing spot-like) ¢ ile 5 o2 5
(Green islands) e .l 8
(Growth reduction} 42, Zals o
(Growth reduction and yellowing) (ga,; 5 45, b5 g

g

= Wy
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ol 63,3 F gails sl ol B ol5,8 ) 5 had Soljp D e 4l :C Sy B ous

Fig2: Symptoms induced by mechanical inoculation with TuMV in commercial canola varieties, A: chlorotic
local lesion on inoculated leave, B: mottling, C: green islands, D: severe mosaic and vein clearing, E: ring spot-
like F: yellowing
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Fig 3: The disease symptoms of tolerant and the most susceptible plants inoculated with TuMV in comparison
with healthy plant. A: Tolerant variety of Karaj3. Healthy (left) and inoculated (right) plants. B: The most
susceptible line of Karaj2. Healthy (left) and inoculated (right) plants.
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