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ABSTRACT

9T Speech sound disorders are among the most common speech disorders in children. Non-
speech oral motor exercises have long been used as a facilitative activity before or simultaneaously with
treatment of wide variety of speech disorders by speech pathologists. But there are few empirical con-
trolled data to evaluate its effectiveness. Therefore, this study is aimed at comparing the effect of thera-
peutic intervention based on production training with non-speech oral motor exercises on improving the
speech of children with phonological disorders.

This quasi-experimental interventional study was done while using single subject
design with multiple baselines on six Farsi-speaking children (aged 4-6) having phonological disorders
with normal oral-motor status. Data were collected using phonetic information test and Robbins-Klee
oral-motor protocol. In this study, three therapeutic plans (production training, non-speech oralmotor
exercises and combined method) and two sounds with distinctive phonological features were consid-
ered. Each plan was carried out on two children. The results were analyzed using level, trend & slope
analysis with excel software.

[{EETE Children who had received non-speech oral motor therapy, did not show any change in their
speech pattern but children who received production therapy showed 9104 improvement and those
who received combined method showed 8644 improvement in the target sounds.

[@TEERY Findings of this investigation do not support the use of non-speech oral motor exercises in
order to improve the speech of children with phonological disorders. This study also refuses the ap-
plicatiojn. of this execises before production training with the aim of facilitating speech production and
considers production training as the most effective method to improve speech production of children
with phonological disorders.
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