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IBN SINA (AVICENNA) ADVOCATED
OROTRACHEAL INTUBATION
1000 YEARS AGO

AVICENNA

LIBER
CANONIS

i

T e e nes

Ibn Sina (Avicenna) Canon of Medicine Latin *liber Canonis”, 1964
{980-1037) bl aic b gREN reprint Originally published
in Venice 1507

€ Ergigiromunt in gumure cinulafaca
DEAUTO gurdr : aut [ilibug ambobue ad/
pando adinfpiranda:

Latin:
"Et quandoque intromittiture n  gutture
canula facta de auro aut argento: aut silibus Al
ambobus, adjuvando ad inspirandu”:
(Latin Liber 3 Fen 9, the quotation of
orotracheal intubation)””
“When necessary, a cannula of gold, silver:
or another suitable material, is advanced down the throal to support
inspiration™":

(1) MUSTAFA A. SHEHATA History of Laryngeal Intubation. Midelle Eawr J Anesth; 6:49.55,
1951

{2) L. BRANDT The First Reported Oral Inbation of the Human Trachea, Amexth Analay;
66:1198-1199, 1987

Latin:

“Et quandoque intromittiture in gutture canula facta de auro
aut argento:aut silibus ambobis, adjuando ad inspirandu”.
Latin libre 3 Fen 9, the quotation of orotracheal intubation.

“when necessary, a gold , silver, or another suitable material,
is advanced down the throat to support inspiration”

Ibn Sina (Avicenna) the famous and renowned Iranian physi-
cian and philosopher advocated orotracheal intubation 1000
years ago.
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Fig.1: Mallampati classification (Class I-1V)
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(review article)

Abstract

Airway management is one of the most important subjects in medicine. This article
reviews the history, assessment of airway prior to anesthesia, techniques and equip-
ment of airway management and management of patients with anticipated and unan-
ticipated difficult airways. This article covers recent literature on airway appliances
and devices and their use in different circumstances. 'Airway assessment methods
especially the recent Iranian method have been reviewed and discussed briefly in this
article. On the whole the article covers the etiology of difficult airway and offers
guidelines for safe practice of anesthesia in patients in whom airway is anticipated to
be difficult.

Keywords: Airway, Prediction of difficultairway, Airway management, Guidelines.
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