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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Avrticle history: Babolrood basin located in Mazandaran province is one of the areas that in recent years,
i?ﬁggﬁgfﬁén with rapid population growth and development of residential areas has faced.
Available online 11 October 2012 Development of residential areas regardless of land capability for development caused

significant side effects such as environmental degradation. Therefore, it is essentia that
land capability for residential developing by appropriate methods is evaluated and then

Eey""o.rdS: . . the land can planned. With consider to importance of subject, in this study ecological

cological capability evaluation . . . . . .

Analytical hierarchy process (AHP) potential for residentia areas development in Babolrood basin was evaluated and for this

g:lb pflli teghnique purpose, the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) and GI S was used. For this purpose, in
01 OO

first, Criteria and indicators were selected and relative weights were assigned using
expert's judgment and indicators were mapped at GIS environment. In final, ecological
capability map for residential areas development was created with composition of maps
and relative weights. The results showed respectively 1.78, 5.82, 11.64 and 38.3 percent
of the area has the excellent, good, mediocre and week class capability and 42.44 percent
of the area hadn’t capability. Results of this research help to planners to pitch and
development of residential aress.
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