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Poets and Their Imitation of Roodaki’s Ode on Teeth

Ahad Pishgar, Ph. D.
Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University, Astara Branch, Iran

Abstract

In Persian, Esteghbal (imitation) originally means to welcome,
to turn to, and to follow. In Persian literature, however; it refers to
following a great poet’s words and to compose a poem with the
same meter and rhyme used in his works. It is common in Persian
sonnets and odes. In imitation, a poet limits himself to and closely
follows the specific meter and rhyme used by another poet. As
such, imitation often leads to-the repetition of the contents and
themes developed-by.the first or original poet, hence; resulting in
the composition of poems which are not of great value. However,
the poet imitating the meter and rhyme employed by another one;
will undoubtedly be successful if he can create new contents and
themes and can present his own poetic imagery.

A famous ode by Roodaki, was analyzed in the present study.
Indeed, therimitations of this ode were investigated. The English
translation of the first couplet of his ode; is as follows: All my teeth
were decayed and taken out Not teeth, but shining light they were
The fame of Roodaki’'s ode in Persian literature has made other
poets imitate and follow his works. The time range of the sample
poems studied in the current paper; is from the fourth up to the
present century.

Key Words: Persian Poetry, Roodaki, Ode on Teeth, Esteghbal
(Imitation)
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