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The Etymology of the Story of Afshin and Bedelaf in
Tarikh-e Beyhaghi (Beyhaghi's History)

Mohammad Hossein Karami, Ph. D.
Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Shiraz University, Iran

Abstract

Most people who read historical books or even historical
stories, along with the great enjoy they get, always face this
question that whether these matters have happened really so
or they come from the historians and storytellers' minds? The
research in this area is probably a popular desire, but there are
such a vast number of problems that a few people are able to
accomplish such a research. The great author of The History
of Saboktakin® Dynasty,. Abulfazl Beyhaghi, who has a great
emphasis on mentioning the written resources and introducing
his narrators; stimulates our minds much more.

In this'essay, the researcher has focused on the story of Afshin
and Bodelf from this point of view and in order to inquire this,
the researcher has checked lots of resources, although we have
found fewer materials.

As Ghazi Tanoukhi, the author of the book, passed away in
963 A.D., it must be considered that Beyhaghi may have taken
the story from this book or a similar one.

Key Words: Afshin, Bodelf, Mo'tasam, Ahmad ibn-e Abi Do'ad,
The Ease after the Hardship, Racial Prejudice, Tarikh-e Beyhaghi
(Beyhaghi's History), Abulfazl Beyhaghi.
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