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Fig. 1- Cover types of pomegranate fruits: a- Complete fruit covering with fabric net, b- Crown covering with a

plastic cap, c- Crown covering with a cap made by fabric net
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Figure 4, The mean infection rates of pomegranate fruit moth (PFM)in treatments of flowers & Fruits covering
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Table 1- The effect of fruit & flower covering on fruit cracking, fruit & flower drops and cover durance™®
Treatment Fruit cracking (%) Flower & Fruit drop (%) Cover durance (%)
Complete fruit covering with fabric net 9.80+1.76 b 15.47+0.55 b 99.53+0.46 a
Crown covering with plastic cap 10.20+£0.43 b 15.53£0.34 b 89.20+4.97 b
Crown covering with fabric net cap 10.66+0.84 ab 15.27£1.40b 95.43+4.56 ab
Control 11.60+£0.37 a 18.60+0.70 a -

(CV) 541 2.85 3.19

* Means within column followed by the same letter not found significant difference (P<0.05, DMRT)
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Abstracts

Pomegranate fruit moth (PFM), Ectomyelois ceratoniae (Lep., Pyralidae), is one of the most
important pests of pomegranate in Iran. The larvae of E. ceratoniae cause damage to pomegranate
fruits. Several different methods including collecting and burning of infected fruits and biological
control have been examined to control this pest, but these were not effective. One way that may
prevent fruits infection is obstruction from laying eggs by the moth inside the fruit crown. In the
present study, the effect of three types of fruit covers, including complete covering made by fabric
net, crown covering with a plastic cap and crown covering with a cap made by fabric net on fruit
infection rate were tested. The result showed that the mean infection rates were 9.50 and 2% for
control and crown covering with a cap made by fabric net, respectively, so crown covering can
reduce fruit damage by 78%. Comparison of flower and fruit drop, fruit cracking, cover stability
and PFM infection indices between treatments indicated that using a cop made by fabric net on
crown, in early May to early July, can be recommended for PFM control.

Key words: pomegranate fruit moth, Ectomyelois ceratoniae, Saveh, fruit covering, pest control
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