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Abstract

Threadfin bream (Nemipterus japonicus) is one of the most important commercial fishesin the
Persian Gulf. Speciments were collected from commercial catches from November 2005 to Agust
2006. A totally 473 individual were studied , diet results showed that britle stars were dominant diet
with 31%, other food component were small crabs 19%, digested fishes 19%, Echura and Sipuncula
15%, Squila sp. 12%, Shrimps 3% and anchovies 1%. The food items in <14 cm length class Britle
stars 50%, in 20-15cm length class small crab 24.6%, in 21-26 cm digested fishes 18.5%, and >26
cm length class Britle stars 50% were dominat. The vacuity index was estimated 53%, that showed
this species was mediat-voracious appetite fishes. Britle stars were the major food perfect with 45%,
small crabs 37%, Echiura 33%, Squila sp. 28% and others were less than 10 percent. Results on
seasonal food items frequecy showed that Small crabs 38.5%, Britle stars 45.3% and 44.6% were
more frequent items in summer, autumn and winter respectivly.

K eywor ds: Nemipterus japonicus, Diet, Trawler, Tonb Island, Hengam Island, Persian Gulf
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