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Typology of Gharsolhasane Funds and Women’s Empowerment: the Indigenous Microcredit in Iran
Soheila Alirezanejad’

Abstract: Women’s empowerment is a key phase of development nowadays. Microcredit is one of
the most important programs which has been applied to empower women around the world; but
based on some unexpected consequences, it absolutely need to be revised. There are indigenous
experiences in Asia and especially Middle East. Looking at indigenous experiences. about microcredit
In Iran this research tries to answer this precise question: Does Gharzolhaseneh Funds can play a role
in Empowerment of Iranian Women? Answering this question a/qualitative research was designed. It
showed that there are 4 types of Gharzolhasaneh Funds which women’s are involved. These different
forms can actually to empower women economic and make supportive networks.

Key words: Iranian Women; Women’s Empowerment; Gharzolhasaneh Funds; Microcredit
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