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Effects of Multimedia on Teaching English in Iranian Schools 

Elham Ghobadi; Saeid Asadi 
�

Abstract   
The purpose of this research is to assess the effect of a researcher-made multimedia on the learning 

and retention of English language course. First of all, a multimedia was designed and developed by the 

researcher to be conducted in the experimental group. Then, the results were compared with the other 

classes. The researcher has chosen a control and an experimental group in her studies. Each group 

included 55 students selected via the method of multilevel cluster sampling. All the participants were 

the girl students of the first grade of guidance school from District 8 in Teheran. They were taught a 

lesson from their English book with the computer availability in a month. Instead of traditional 

teaching, the researcher- made multimedia was conducted for the experimental group in 3 sessions in 

the computer site. This research is quasi experimental. Descriptive and inferential statistics were used 

to analyze the data. The results indicated the increase of grammar learning, grammar retention and 

vocabulary learning in the 0.05 significance level in comparison with the control group. The effect of 

the multimedia on the learning has been confirmed; while, the increase of dictation learning, dictation 

retention and vocabulary retention have not been confirmed and therefore, the effect of the multimedia 

is not confirmed on the retention of English in Iranian schools.  
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1. Multimedia cognitive- learning theory 

2. Visual/ pictorial channel 

3. Information processing�

4. Sensory register 

5. Sensory memory 
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1. Paivio 

2. Baddeley 

3. Limited capacity 

4. Chandler & Sweller 

5. Active processing 

6. Wittrock 

7. Wilson 

8. Butzin 

9 . Kim Lee 

10.Chu & Chen 

11. Hornung 
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