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The Role of Evaluation in the Educational Software Development with an Emphasis on 

Educational Content�

Ali Monsefirad�

Abstract 
Choosing the best books, data processing software, and toys is an important and essential task for 

anyone who works with children. As computer use becomes more common at homes and classroom 

learning, the selection of software takes on even more importance. Despite the growing need for 

software review information, however, the number of software evaluation studies and published 

papers on the topic has decreased steadily since its peak year in 1984. This article examines the current 

state of children's software evaluation practice and predicts what the future of educational software 

evaluation might look like in light of the potential of the dynamic nature of educational and 

edutainment software. Key issues are discussed such as the best way to evaluate the appropriateness of 

software for children at each age-group and the most efficient means of making this information 

available to parents and teachers. 

Keywords: Formative Evaluation, Summative Evaluation, Instructional Software, Instructional 

Technology, Educational Content 
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