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Abstract

Background: We reviewed the laws and regulations in Iran for the management of medical misconducts and
complaints. We aimed to determine a comprehensive view of the laws, as well as their potential weaknesses and
strengths relevant to health system stewardship.

Methods: we reviewed five scientific databases and two related websites using keywords. As a result, ten
Parliamentary Acts, two regulations adopted by-the Cabinet, six related organization, and thirteen books and papers
were identified and retrieved. Two reviewers used content analysis approaches to analyze and categorize the issues
extracted from and the laws and documents. We benefited from the advice of nine experts in this process. Other sources
of data were used for complementing discussion.

Findings: Retrieved laws and regulations were classified into five groups based on five law violation behaviors:
administrative, taazirat’, insurance, professional and criminal. For each group, examples of violation, enforcing
organizations and the groups covered by law were introduced.

Conclusion: Various aspects of medical practice are covered by the law and related punishments are established in
legal system of Iran. There are weaknesses and overlaps in definitions, classifications and legislations about violation
of the law. Examples include ambiguity in defining medical crimes, ambiguity in insurance fraud, and limitation in
deterrent power of these laws.
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