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Development of Processing Information Related to Safe and
Dangerous Road Sites: An Iranian Case Study *

Zahra Tabibi,™ Ph.D
Seyyed Amir Aminyazdi, Ph.D.

Abstract

The current study examined the
developmental trend of perception of danger.
This is a required ability to cross roads in a safe
way. A total of 177 children in the age-groups
of 5,7,9 and 11 years and a group of 36 adults
participated in this study. Perception of danger
was assessed by 10 pictures of safe/dangerous
road crossing sites. The results indicated that
younger children performed less well than the
older children and adults in' identifying the
safe/dangerous road crossing sites. Nine and 11
year-olds were less able than adults to identify
dangerous sites. The younger children noticed
mainly the factor of "presence/absence of cars
on the road" as a reason for a site being
dangerous or safe. While older children and
adults. mentioned other factors such as
"visibility" and "complexity" of roads as well.
The results were discussed based on Piagetian
theory and Information processing approach.
The implication of the results is to provide road
safety education programmes appropriate to the
age of children.
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1- World Health Organization (WHO)
2- centeration 3- irreversibility
4- decentration 5- perspective-taking
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