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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a
valid and reliable self-report scale to assess the
relationship between mothers and their preschool
children. A thirty four items questionnaire was
designed and completed by 382 mothers of 2-6
years old children. The exploratory factor analysis
by Varimax rotation showed a meaningful three-
factor model: Conflict and confusion (12 items),
sensitivity and responsiveness (10 items) and
availability (10 items). All factors of the scale had
high internal consistency (alpha coefficients were
between 0.82 to 0.84). Test-retest reliability of the
scale showed the stability of the scores during 20
days. The significant positive correlation between
the conflict and, confusion factors and anxiety
symptoms, and the significant negative correlation
between sensitivity and responsiveness, and
availability factors with anxiety symptoms, showed
predictive validity of the scale. Regarding to these
results the scale can be used to assess the quality of
caregiving of mothers in clinical settings as well as
by child clinical researches.
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