(Brassica napus L.)
Effects of sowing date and heat stress during flowering on yield and yield
components in canola (Brassica napus L.) cultivars
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Treatments Siliques per Seeds per 1000-SW Seed Yield Biol. Yield HI
Plant Silique (2) (g.m?) (g.m?) (%)
csls L;La'c_ Y
Sowing dates
21 Nov. 99.16* 20.19° 3.29° 318.97° 1173.57° 27.48°
10 Dec. 74.46" 21.66° 2.82° 251.45° 849.53° 29.54°
30 Dec. 59.36° 20.57° 2.58° 191.77¢ 656.33° 28.65"
Y
Cultivars
Hyola-308 76.48" 25.45° 3.23% 327.74* 901.17* 36.77°
PF-7045/91 81.75 19.22° 2.72° 231.19¢ 899.59* 25.85°
Heros 74.76" 18.47° 2.74° 203.26° 878.66" 23.06°
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Mean followed by the same letters in each column are not significantly different (Dancan 5%).
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Table 2. Biennial mean comparison of yield and yield components in different treatments

)les CEBEINC ST oo o3 4l wls iR 055 wl> > Shes S5 > Sas Sl pele
Treatments Siliques per Seeds per 1000-SW (g)  Seed Yield Biol. Yield HI
Plant Silique (g.m?) (g.m?) (%)
D,.C, 89.82° 23.62° 3.73° 379.18° 1102.24° 34.47°
D,.C, 99.11° 19.74¢ 3.13° 288.72° 1166.21° 2486
D,. C; 108.55° 19.38¢ 3.02% 288.99° 1252.25° 23.12¢
D,.C, 77.349 25.49° 3.06™ 322.17° 868.04° 37.28°
D,.C, 80.06¢ 19.78¢ 2.72¢ 234.84¢ 867.24° 27.07
D,.C; 65.98° 19.719 2.68% 196.64° 813.30° 24.28f
Ds. C, 62.29° 27.25° 291° 281.18° 733.24¢ 38.54°
D;.C, 66.07° 18.14¢ 231° 170.00" 665.33¢ 25.62°
Ds. C; 4974 16.33° 2.52° 124.13% 570.43° 21.79"
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D,, D, and Ds: Sowing dates 21 Nov., 10 Dec. and 30 Dec., respectively. C,, C, and C5: Hyola-308, PF-7045/91 and Heros,
respectively. Mean followed by the same letters in each column are not significantly different (Dancan 5%).
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Table 3. Threshold of stress temperature (T;) for canola cultivars and their standard error.

=3 alwT Oyl ds s 3 lbkwl gles
Cultivar T, (°C) Standard Error
Hyola-308 27. 3% 0.38
PF-7045/91 28.4% 0.06
Heros 29.2% 0.30
Combined 28.3 0.37
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Fig. 1. Mean monthly rainfall and maximum temperature,
a) year-1 and b) year-2
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Table 4. Mean heat stress units during flowering in different treatments (°C) in two cropping seasons (2003-5)

CE b Hyola-308 PF- Heros
Sowing date 7045/91
21 November 0.8 8.7 17.8
10 December 9.1 21.4 28.9
30 December 22.4 29.1 44 .4
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Fig. 2. Relationship between heat stress units during flowering and a) number of flowers on the main raceme,
b) number of siliques on the main raceme, c) ratio of the number of developed siliques to the number of established

flowers on the main raceme, d) number of seeds per silique on the main raceme. Standard deviation represents
differences between two years and r=linear correlation coefficient among heat stress units and trial data
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Effects of sowing date and heat stress during flowering on yield and yield
components in canola (Brassica napus L.) cultivars

Ghobadi, M'., A. Bakhshandeh?, Gh. Fathi’, M. H. Gharineh®, Kh. Alami-Saeed’,
A. Naderi®

ABSTRACT

Flowering duration of canola is exposed to high temperature and heat stress in Khouzestan, Iran. The main
objective was to examine the effects of sowing date and heat stress during flowering on yield and yield
components of three spring canola cultivars. The experiment was conducted at Ramin Agricultural Research and
Educational Center during 2003-4 and 2004-5 cropping seasens. Hyola-308; PF-7045/91 and Heros cultivars
were planted as subplot in a split-plot experiment with three sowing dates21 November, 10 and 30 December as
main-plot with four replications. The results showed that biological and seed yieldsas well as yield components
(except the number of seeds per silique) decreased significantly with delay in sowing date. Seed yield and yield
components were significantly different among cultivars, however biological yield was not. Hyola-308 and
Heros produced the highest (327.74 g.m™) and the lowest (203.26 g.m™) seed yields, respectively. The threshold
temperature (T,) during flowering was not significantly different among cultivars and their mean value was
28.3 °C. During flowering, the maximum daily temperatures greater than 28.3 °C were accumulated as heat
stress units. The number of flowers and siliques per main raceme and the ratio of the number of developed
siliques to the number of established flowers reduced as heat stress units increased, but the number of seeds per
silique increased in Hyola-308 and decreased in two Other cultivars. Based on the results of this study, middle
and late maturing cultivars of canola are not suitable for Khouzestan climatic conditions, therefore, early

maturing cultivars are recommended.

Key words: Canola, sowing date, heat stress, threshold temperature, yield, yield components.
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