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Effect of drought stress, nitrogen fertilizer and manure on chlorophyll meter
reading, grain yield and yield components in grain maize cv. SC 704
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Table 1. Soil properties of the experimental field

JPyea 0
el i ¢ Al P s 35
S g J6 ety JB AT 6 e JB s B e FeSl e ) e S) AR ey
oy i) JSadel S des den o 3 o R 3 o (e (s o Sl Jrs
gLl (e gLl ST JS 058 Pava: Kava. Feava. Mnava. Znava. Cuava. B.D. P.D. Porosity
S.P. EC (ds/m) pH OC (%) TN(%) (mgkg™) (mgkg™) (mgkg™) (mgkg™) (mgkg™) (mgkg™) (g.cm™) (g.cm™) (%)
First year (2005)  Jsl Jw
36 2.43 6.92 0.86 0.148 6 225 4.62 10.8 0.36 0.96 1.22 2.32 47.41
Ges
(e W)
Depth (cm) SecondxYear (2006). < 53 Jls
0-25
5 T/ha FYM 30.4 1.55 7.57 0.94 0.162 18.2 270 5.24 8.38 0.64 0.96 1.15 2.33 50.64
10 T/haFYM  33.5 2.67 7.54 1.16 0.199 324 315 6.38 11.04 0.98 1.08 1.18 2.45 52.00
15 T/haFYM  38.9 2.83 7.74 1.16 0.199 38.8 362 6.18 11.46 0.96 0.92 1.04 2.20 52.73
Nitrogen 37.3 1.23 7.92 0.64 0.110 2.8 170 4.20 8.16 0.36 1.10 1.13 222 49.10
fertilizer

FYM = Form Yard Manure
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Table 2. Composition of applied manure

S e £ k) e
Jl (a3 imy ood) S Oospihens U A ans S pndons JTopS e Sudens GEAS ne 8 ) aT (S e 8 ) s (A »
Year  pH EC(ds/m) TN (%) TP (%) TK (%) 0OC (%) Mn (%) Fe (mg.kgh Zn (mg.kg™") Cu (mgkg")
2005 1:5 1:5
7.46 26.2 2.06 0.81 3.87 42 1.54 4203 5087 1321
2006 125 1:2.5
7.53 16.68 1.66 0.98 1.17 23.08 1.44 1530 1690 470
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Table 3. Analysis of variance for effects of irrigation and nitrogen on chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD values) at different growth stages in maize in 2005 and 2006

cropping seasons

Mean square Slay o 5 Kke
33T 4y Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage
S.O.V. i ale df 33 36 38 55 61 69 73 75
First year (2005) Jsl b
Replication NS 2 105.684™ 64.312™ _30.190™ 18.320™ 36.503™ 14.238™ 8.055™ 17.629™
Irrigation (A) ST 2 1758677  286.617° 307.776" 370.812" 113.7157  286.069™ 3445017  204.786"
Nitrogen (B) 05555 9 71.565" 130.618™ [ 198.102" 488.825™ 665.933" 483.469"  421.0777  531.029™
AxB 0555 % T 18 6.959" 1.633™ 3.694"™ 3.867™ 8.827"™ 12.117™ 4592 5.318"™
Error oLz 58 26.882 24.263 26.718 26153 21.077 16.109 23.232 19.507
313 4y Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage
S.O.V. i ale df 33 36 37 38 53 61 69 75
Second Year (2006) o Jlo
Replication BES 2 29.607™ 19.837™  46.679™ 55.798™ 96.837™ 7.302™  38.074™ 20.822"™
Irrigation(A) @bt 2 377.967" 492420  356.034" 215.970° 309036  244.842"  327.696"  315.819"
Nitrogen(B) 0595 9 35.175" 50.0217  141.108" 122.139"™ 154.768" 361.035"  395.4567  332.486"
AxB O35 % eoWT 18 4.379™ 3.605™ 4.935"™ 2.398™ 3.161™ 3.536™ 2.949™ 5.532™
Error oLzl 58 13.090 8.328 22.687 18.397 13.979 11.330 11.881 15.406
* and **: Significant at the 5 and 1% levels of probability, respectively. Aoy3) 50 et o 53 s e o 5 4 Tk 5 %
ns: Non-Significant S5 gme S
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Table 4. Mean comparison of chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD values) at different growth stages in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons under different levels of

irrigation

Ju skt Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage

Year Irrigation 33 36 38 55 61 69 73 75
I 43.75a 45.93a 43.73a 42.94a 41.50a 41.46a 41.61a 40.64a
2005 I, 41.66a 43.24b 40.39b 40.82a 39.24b 39.09b 39.2a 38.05b
I3 38.92b 39.76¢ 37:32¢ 36.07b 37.62b 35.34¢ 34.92b 3541c
el Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage

Irrigation 33 35 37 38 53 61 69 75
I 42.92a 39.04a 40.60a 36.75a 40.44a 45.50a 46.29a 46.06a
2006 I, 38.36b 35.57b 36.68b 34.33b 37.44b 42.31b 42.96b 42.12b
I 35.93¢ 30.96¢ 33.74c 31.39¢ 34.03c 39.80c 39.68¢ 39.63c

3 e 3 o3 0 Jlaz a3 (Sl (g1 atels iz 0 ga3T ol it gn alie B (SIS 7 (Lo 2 5 0 gt 2 53 ala SO
Means, in each column and for each year, followed by the same letter are not significantly different at the 5% probability level-using
Duncan's Multiple Range Test.
I;= Irrigation of 50% of the plant water requirement, I,= Irrigation of 75% of the plant water requirement,
I;= Irrigation of 100% of the plant water requirement
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Table 5. Mean comparison chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD values) at different growth stages in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons under different levels of nitrogen

J RITEN Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage
Year Nitrogen 33 36 38 55 61 69 73 75
No 35.20b 35.96d 33f 27.77f 26.82¢ 26.63d 29.19¢c  27.09%
Ny 39.85ab 44.75ab 40.59b-d 42.11bc 43.85a 42.66b 43.36ab  40.23c
N, 40.95a 45.4a 42.53a-c 45.85ab 45.27a 44.79b 44.45ab  44.7ab
N; 41.87a 46.83a 43.69a-c 4791a 47.58a 49.05a 46.36a  48.37a
2005 AN+ M, 41.36a 43.55ab 42.89a-c 42.45bc 44.25a 40.83b 40.29b  38.97c
N+ M, 43.67a 46.4a 45.32ab 44.69ab 45.63a 41.76b 42.74ab  43.05bc
ViNs+ YaM; 44.71a 46.56a 47.12a 47.76a 48.52a 44.18b 44.75ab  45.95ab
M, 39.61ab 38.16¢d 34.51e-f 30.04ef 27.19¢ 30.59¢ 29.8¢ 29.31de
M, 42.76a 40b-d 36.61d-f 33.32de 31.54b 32.15¢ 31.13¢  30.83de
M; 44.43a 42.15a-c 38.54c-¢ 37.54cd 33.89b 33.67¢ 33.68c  31.84d
059 55 Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage Stage
Nitrogen 33 35 37 38 53 61 69 75
No 36.38b 31.50e 30.79¢ 27.58¢ 28.94d 30.52f 31.03e 31f
Ny 37.24b 33.26de 32.11c 29.47de 35.48bc 44.05bc 44.39b 44.86bc
N, 37.96b 34.30c-e 32.98¢c 31.93cd 40.55a 46.64b 48.99a 47.83ab
N; 39.28b 36.66a-c 38.21ab 34.47bc 41.22a 50.41a 50.74a 49.60a
2006 AN+ 1M, 39.46b 33.21de 35.28bc 34.14bc 38.63ab 42.84cd 41.15bc  40.08de
N+ M, 39.20b 33.88c-e 39.66ab 37.57ab 40.58a 46.12bc 47.87a 47.50ab
ViNs+ aM; 43.60a 37.70ab 40.49a 39.28a 41.72a 49.98a 50.55a 48.33ab
M, 37.88b 35.10b-d 38.26ab 33.78bc 33.15¢ 35.40¢ 36.61d 36.88e
M, 39.93b 37.76ab 39.97ab 35.93a-c 34.68bc 39.58d 38.53cd  38.14de
M, 39.74b 38.53a 42.33a 37.42ab 37.89ab 39.82d 39.87cd  41.79cd

IS Gl gme gl Loy 0 dl—&.:’-‘cb));)g‘ﬁ G aals Lo 09057 Lulasl il o alin O 61513 45 el o 5 O 52w 2 p3 0 ol u:iL:A
Means, in each column and for each year, followed by the same letter are not significantly different at the 5% probability level-using Duncan's Multiple Range Test.
No= 0 kg/ha nitrogen, N;- 92 kg/ha nitrogen, N,=184kg/ha nitrogen, N;=276kg/ha nitrogen

M,=5 tons/ha farm yard manure, M,=10tons/ha farm yard manure, M3;=15 tons/ha farm yard manure
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Fig. 1. Relationship between grain nitrogen content (%) and chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD value) in different

nitrogen levels
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Table 6. Analysis of variance for grain yield, yield components and water productivity in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons as affected by different levels of

irrigation and nitrogen

Mean square Sl o Kl
3T 4y I s ailsislaes &ls Lo U N JS 05 als s Shes &aﬂjbﬂ& sy el T o pae 655 0,0
S.0.V. Ol ks pobie df KNE! HKW TEW GY BY HI WP
2005
Replication RS 2 32208.544™ 2.52" 46.88"™ 189111.562"™ 1876.871" 128.829™ 0.022"
Irrigation (A) T 2 56968.078"°  253.882" < 62123.857"  236960891.639" 69179.208™  2567.03" 0.704"
Nitrogen(B) 0335 9 57910.826" 2424571 4520.875" 17579430.798" 11930.881" 187.941" 0.465™
AxB O3 X T 18 4264.485" 3.508™ . 663.761" 2766176.884" 780.935" 32.092" 0.051"
Error oLz 58 3480.717 2.979 245.049 793770.860 393.154 35.820 0.024
2006
Replication RS 2 4149.633™ 8.124™  877.457™ 3258270.224"™ 3234735 42.207™ 0.105™
Irrigation (A) T 2 668640.4" 275.628" 82376385 296147470428 90226.276™  2031.01" 1.192"
Nitrogen (B) 0335 9 70298.277" 209727 5404.383" 20003387.418" 8656.266" 262.416" 0.604"
AxB O3 X oWT 18 3485.684" 3ns 841.088" 3058117.953" 780.756" 72.920" 0.067"
Error oo 58 2323.771 2.585 233.977 974173.286 401.88 34.883 0.030

* and **: Significant at the 5% and 1% levels of probability, respectively.

ns: Non-significant

KNPE = Kernel number per ear HKW = 100 kernel weight

WP = Water productivity

TEW = Total ear weight

1
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GY = Grainyield BY = Biological yield HI = Harvest index

Jls Gme oIS



N TS 5 055 5 bt a8 (S s H1"

ST Caliiee = sl 56 o VWAD 5 WA o5 sl Il 55 D53 olE T O3 ae (655 0, 5 413 3 Shae (sl 53 Shoe Ko gl =Y J gl

Table 7. Mean comparison grain yield, yield components and water productivity in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons under different levels of irrigation

G Ses g Shes ST e s
3 ls sldas Sy ds 055 IN JST05s ):r;}l.’.() (dﬁ):(;) Sils el ):.a,aﬁpf)l:f)
LT % 5 (59 (LS BY (4s)) (o Ke
Irrigation KNE! HKW (g) TEW (g) GY (kg/ha)  (g/plant) HI (%) WP (kg/m’)

2005

I, 368¢ 12.81¢ 57.72¢ 3220¢ 120.7¢ 34.25¢ 0.7991b

I, 474b 15.41b 88.10b 5145b 153.5b 43.34b 0.8512b

Iy 626a 18.62a 147.2a 8756a 215.3a 52.75a 1.087a
2006

I 342¢ 12.98¢ 56.50¢ 3241¢ 92.56¢ 44.32¢ 0.8496¢

I, 478b 16.03b 95.43b 5583b 135.4b 53.10b 0.9755b

I, 640a 19.04a 160.2a 9462a 201.4a 60.77a 1.240a

LIl pae Dgls Ao 3 0 JL;::-ICEM): Sl g wals Lm0 33T lal s il oo alin O3 o Glols 457 el j2 5 O g 2 30 ola u.:il.»
Means, in each column and for each year, followed by the same letter are not significantly different at the 5% probability
level-using Duncan's Multiple Range Test.

KNPE = Kernel number per ear HKW = 100 kernel weight TEW = Total ear weight GY = Grain yield
BY = Biological yield HI = Harvest index = WUE = Water productivity

I,= Irrigation of 50% of the plant water requirement, I,= Irrigation of 75% of the plant water requirement
I;=Irrigation of 100% of the plant water requirement
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Table 8. Mean comparison grain yield, yield components and water productivity in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons under different levels nitrogen

&ls Ao 0 IN IS 05 o3 5, Sas Cls s asls
0355 I 55 @l slss ¢ 2 OB 2 e SA dlas Shes (6500 5) (4e) (TS o 0 S AS) ST O e 5350
Nitrogen KNE! HKW (g) TEW (g) GY (kg/ha) BY (g/plant) HI (%) WP (kg/m?)
2005
No 324e 12.2e 53.22¢ 2939¢ 98.12¢ 36.46d 0.461f
N, 419d 15.2¢cd 75.64d 4242d 132.1d 40.18b-d 0.673¢
N, 493c 14.94cd 98.99¢ 5711c 168.1c 41.58b-d 0.8972d
N; 494c 17.1ab 105.9bc 6174bc 192.2b 38.53cd 0.9341d
VN + YaM, 520bc 15.41b-d 103bc 5840c 172.3bc 43.09bc 0.9502cd
N+ M, 545a-c 17.88a 116.1ab 6918ab 192.5b 45.30ab 1.129ab
YaNs+ VaM; 588a 16.66a-c 127.1a 7555a 220.9a 42.75bc 1.194a
M, 421d 14.08d 77.21d 4630d 124.8d 46.44ab 0.7491e
M, 519bc 16.55a-c 105.1bc 6274bc 157.9¢ 50.37a 1.034b-d
M; 567ab 16.12a-c 114.5a-c 6788ab 172.6¢ 49.77a 1.1a-c
2006
No 319 13.05¢ 58.15¢ 3244e 92 46f 41.74c 0.5272f
N, 407d 14.71d 79.47d 4594d 118.5¢ 47.8b 0.7538e
N, 481c 15.56¢d 108.4c 6209c 143cd 51.72b 0.9998d
N; 489c 17.46ab 116.5bc 6781bc 158.3bc 53.2b 1.099b-d
VN + YaM, 487c 16.32b-d 101.1c 5948¢ 126.9de 59.59a 1.030cd
N+ M, 553ab 18.35a 124.1ab 7394ab 172.4ab 52.92b 1.266ab
VaN3+ VoM, 594a 16.70bc 135.2a 7912a 187.9a 52.21b 1.319a
M, 410d 14.98d 79.23d 4681d 110.5ef 53.51b 0.7890e
M, 525bc 17.05a-c 113.5bc 6842bc 145.7cd 60.93a 1.180a-c
M; 599a 15.96b-d 124.9ab 7350a 175.6ab 53.68b 1.253ab

KNPE = Kernel number per ear

HKW = 100 kernel weight

LIl gre Sl Ao )5 0 JL.::-lcla.d): L}Q\:él wals A 09057 bl il o liie O (shyls 45Tl 2 5 O 52 3 55 Sl u.i;k,«*
Means, in each column and for each year, followed by the same letters are not significantly different at the 5% probability level-using Duncan's Multiple Range Test.

TEW = Total ear weight

No= Okg/ha, N;- 92 kg/ha nitrogen, N,=184kg/ha nitrogen, N;=276kg/ha nitrogen
M;=5 tons/ha farm yard manure, M,=10tons/ha farm yard manure, M;=15 tons/ha farm yard manure

YA

GY = Grainyield BY = Biological yield HI = Harvest index

WUE = Water productivity
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Table 9. Mean comparison of grain yield, yield components and water productivity in maize in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons as affected by interaction of irrigation X nitrogen

N S0 s 5 3, Shas sy Latls
‘5)L:5TC)J@4 Qj}jzgcjla.« IW o als sluws (r;)d\awajj (f;) ()&A):rf}l;)‘ﬁb:ﬁh; (ﬁﬁ)épf) (dsy3) <%T%*S“f‘ﬁjipf}l:§)'~fTJ;~4ﬂ6)}°;€e
Irrigation levels  Nitrogen levels KNE HKW (g) TEW (g) GY (kg/ha) BY (g/plant) HI (%) WP (kg/m)
2005
No 214m 8.5761 27.041 14460 67.981 26.48ij 0.35880
N; 338kl 11.82jk 42.54kl 2170no 96.51kl1 29.64h-j 0.5385m-o0
N, 346j-1 12.03jk 52.07i-1 2876m-o 115.6i-k 31.31gj 0.7137i-n
N; 328Kkl 13.81g-k 45.19j-1 2335n0 130h-k 23.86j 0.57931-0
L VN 1+ YaM, 433g-k 12.76h-k 70.30h-k 36461-n 135.3g-j 35.37f-1 0.9048e-k
N+ M, 408h-1 15.56d-i 8049f-1 4640i-1 152.2g-i 40.67c-h 1.176b-¢
AN RAYS 418g-1 13.9g-k 68.42h-k 3851k-n 160f-h 31.33g+j 0.9555d-j
M, 336kl 11.13kl 51i-1 2969m-o 94.18kl 40.51c-h 0.736%9h-n
M, 414g-1 14.541- 68.78h=k 4110k-m 125.4h-k 42.65¢c-g 1.020c-h
M; 439g-k 14.02g-k 71.69h-k 4057k-m 129.7h-k 40.67c-h 1.007d-i
No 306Im 12.28i-k 48.64j-1 2697m-0 98.78j-1 35.55¢8-1 0.4462 no
N; 416g-1 14.98e-j 75g-j 4181k-m 128.6h-k 42.77e-g 0.6913j-n
N, 4911 13.85g-k 88.59¢-h 5051h-1 160.5f-h 41.23c-h 0.8357g-1
N; 453g-j 15.82d-h 87.93e-h 5123h-1 170.7e-g 39.40e-h 0.8477f-1
I, VN + VM, 505f-1 15.77d-h 93.64g-h 5426g-k 161.4f-h 44.09b-f 0.8977e-k
N+ M, 523e-h 18.64a-d 94.15e-h 5433g-k 173.6e-g 40.02d-h 0.8987e-k
VaN3+ VaM; 567c-f 15.80d-h 116.8e 7028e-g 205.2de 44.90b-f 1.163b-¢
M, 397i-1 13.07h-k 64.33h-k 3768k-n 116:8i-k 41.86¢-g 0.6231k-o
M, 5091-1 17.13b-g 102e-g 62011 156.3f-h 51.54a-d 1.026¢-h
M, 569c-f 16.76¢c-g 109.9ef 6546f-h 163f-h 52.05a-c 1.083c-g
Ny 452g-j 15.75d-h 83.97f-h 4673j-1 127.6h-k 47.35a-¢ 0.57981-0
N; 5041-1 18.81a-d 109.4ef 63751-1 171e-g 48.14a-¢ 0.791g-m
N, 643bc 18.95a-d 156.3cd 9206¢d 228cd 52.19a-c 1.142b-f
N; 702ab 21.66a 184.6ab 11060ab 275.8ab 52.35a-c 1.375ab
I VN + VM, 621b-e 17.71b-f 145d 8448de 220.1cd 49.80a-¢ 1.048¢-g
N+ M, 704ab 19.44a-c 174a-c 10588a-c 251.7bc 55.21ab 1.313a-c
ViNs+ YoMy 780a 20.28ab 196a 11790a 297.5a 52.02a-c 1.463a
M, 529d-g 18.03b-¢ 116.3e 7152ef 163.4f-h 56.95a 0.8874e-k
M, 633b-d 18.01b-¢ 144.6d 8512de 192.2d-f 56.9a 1.055¢-g
M, 694ab 17.58b-f 161.8b-d 9761b-d 225.2cd 56.59a 1.211ab
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Table 9. Continued 4 Jgde asls|
N ST 05 Wﬁﬁw Cals p ety
bl 05355 ¢ sk I3 alsslas (o )als 4o 035 ) >0 8 AS) 6ls s Shes (63,5305 (4e2) (CT S e 2 ;}15)&‘ O pan S350
Irrigation levels  Nitrogen 1eve1s KNE' HKW (g) TE(N (g) g( (kg/ha) BY (g/plant) HI (%) WP (kg/m )
2006
No 1760 9.7871 24.67r 1285p 57.46p 27.05k 0.3366m
N; 255n 11.32kl 35.80qr 19120p 66.340p 37.88ij 0.5012Im
N, 289n 11.21kl 44.49p-r 2373n-p 87.651-p 34.28jk 0.622k-m
N, 308l-n 14.02h-k 52.79n-q 29721-p 85.55m-p 44.67g- 0.7793i-1
I, VN + M, 380k-m 14.08h=k 66.30m-p 3819k-n 93.8j-p 52.60b-h 1.001e-j
N+ M, 426i-k 15.74¢-j 81.33j-n 4857i-1 13115 48.19e-i 1.273b-g
1aNs+ VaMy 429h-k 12.78jk 69.541-p 4008j-n 126.3f-k 41.20h-j 1.05d-1
M, 296mn 13.26i-k 46.500-r 2714m-p 70.72n-p 49.74d-h 0.7114j-1
M, 419i-k 14.66g-j 73.85k-0 4387i-m 98.77i-0 58.45a-¢ 1.150c-h
M; 440h-k 12.89jk 69.751-p 4087j-n 108h-n 49.18d-h 1.071c-1
Ny 3311-n 13.16i-k 56.80n-q 31631-0 90.51k-p 45.04f-1 0.5523Im
N; 433h-k 15.2814 81.90j-n 4691i-1 124.5g-1 48.87d-i 0.8196h-1
N, 4871-1 15.47¢-j 97.96h-1 5662g-k 133.7-1 54.78a-g 0.98931j
N3 457g-k 16.51d-h 95.32h-m 5523h-k 142¢-h 52.11b-h 0.965f-j
I, VN |+ aM 4731+ 16.84d-h 95.21h-m 5742g-j 123.1g-m 60.51a-d 1.003e-j
N+ M, 519¢-h 18.53b-¢ 100.6g-k 5831g-j 149.3d-g 47.69¢-1 1.019d-j
VaNs+ VaM; 589c-¢ 16.54d-h 126.5¢-g 7368¢-h 181cd 52.74b-g 1.288b-f
M, 385j-1 13.85h-k 67.65m-p 3922j-n 100.4i-0 50.80c-h 0.6853j-1
M, 488f-1 17.36¢-g 103.41+ 62691-1 133.3f-1 62.06a-c 1.096¢-1
M; 616¢cd 16.78d-h 129ef 7656ef 175.9c-¢ 56.38a-f 1.338a-¢
Ny 451g-k 16.21d-i 92.97i-m 5286i-k 129.4fj 53.13b-g 0.6927j-1
N, 534d-g 17.53c-g 120.7e-1 7178e-h 164.6d-f 56.66a-f 0.9407g-k
N, 668bc 19.98a-c 182.8a-c 10590bc 207.8bc 66.09a 1.388a-c
N; 703ab 21.85a 201.4ab 11850ab 24774a 62.81ab 1.553ab
Iz 1N+ VaMy 608cd 18.04b-f 141.8d-e 8283de 163.7d-f 65.66a 1.007c-1
N+ M, 713ab 20.79ab 190.5a-c 11490a-c 236.9ab 62.87ab 1.506ab
ViNs+ YaM; 764a 20.79ab 209.5a 12360a 256.3a 62.70ab 1.62a
M, 548d-f 17.84b-f 123.5¢-h 7406e-g 160.3d-g 60a-d 0.97031j
M, 667bc 19.14a-d 163.4cd 9870cd 205be 62.27a-c 1.293b-f
M; 742ab 18.21b-f 175.8bc 10310c 242.9a 55.48a-g 1.35a-d

KNPE = Kernel number per ear

HKW = 100 kernel weight
No= Okg/ha, N;- 92 kg/ha nitrogen, N,=184kg/ha nitrogen, N;=276kg/ha nitrogen
M;=5 tons/ha farm yard manure, M,=10tons/ha farm yard manure, M;=15 tons/ha farm yard manure

LIl gre Sl Ao 5 0 JL«::-'Ch.d):L')Q‘:é‘A.ZA‘).»\.'av-Q}A)’TwLJﬂ-L'.jtlidﬁQWJFG‘)‘ASL)L@:J}A}JDJA}QPﬁ):L&LAC;:{}‘:.A
Means, in each column and for each year and treatment, followed by the same letters are not significantly different at the 5% probability level using Duncan's multiple range tests.

TEW = Total ear weight

GY =Grain yield BY = Biological yield HI = Harvest index

WUE = Water productivity
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Fig 2. Relationship between grain yield and chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD value) in different nitrogen levels
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Figure 3. Relationship between grain yield and chlorophyll meter reading (SPAD value) in different

irrigation levels
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— - &— - water stress 50% crop water requirement — —— — water stress 75% crop water requirement
g optimum irrigation (control)
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Fig 4. Evapo-transpiration (ET) rate at different growth stages'in maize cv. SC 704 in 2005 cropping season

— - &— - water stress 50% crop water requirement — —#— —water stress 75% crop water requirement
gy optimum irrigation (control)
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Fig 5. Evapo-transpiration (ET) rate at different growth stages in maize cv. SC 704 in 2006 cropping season.
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Table 10. Water volume at different irrigation levels

Jl Gl sk QU 3 aSs 20) 6)%; <7
Year Irrigation Irrigation water (m”/ha)
levels

50 4029

2005 75 6044
100 8059

50 3815

2006 75 5723
100 7631
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Effect of drought stress, nitrogen fertilizer and manure on chlorophyll meter
reading, grain yield and yield components in grain maize cv. SC 704

Majidian, M*., A. Ghalavand?, A. A. Kamgar Haghighi * and N. Karimian®*

ABSTRACT
Majidian, M., A. Ghalavand, A. A. Kamgar Haghighi and N. Karimian, 2008. Effect of drought stress,
nitrogen fertilizer and manure on chlorophyll meter reading, grain yield and yield components in grain maize cv.
SC 704. Iranian Journal of Crop Sciences. 10(3): 303-330 (in Persian).

In order to investigate effects of water stress, nitrogen fertilizer and manure and mixed nitrogen fertilizer and
manure on chlorophyll meter reading, grain yield and yield components of grain maize cv. SC 704, a field study
was conducted in 2005 and 2006 cropping seasons. A randomized complete block design with factorial
arrangement with three replications was used. Treatment consisted of four levels of nitrogen fertilizer (0, 92, 184
and 276 kg N ha™"), mixed nitrogen fertilizer and manure (46 kg N'ha™ + 2.5 tons ha™ farm yard manure (FYM),
92 kg N ha” + 5 tons ha FYM and 138 kg N ha” +7.5 tons ha' FYM ) and Farm Yard Manure (5, 10 and 15
tons ha™ FYM ) three levels of irrigation (optimum irrigation (control), water stress 75% crop water requirement
and water stress 50% crop water requirement). Results showed that decreasing in nitrogen with water stress
reduced plant growth. Maximum growth was observed when nitrogen and adequate water for maize crop was
applied. Chlorophyll meter readings were significantly higher when water stress and nitrogen increased, and had
a linear relationship with kernel nitrogen percentage and was affected by water supply. The results also showed
the maximum grain yield was obtained in 138 kg N-ha™ + 7.5 tons ha” FYM with an average of 7555 and 7912
kg ha™' in the first and second years, respectively. Maximum grain yield was observed when optimum irrigation
was applied with an average grain yield of 8756:and 9462 kg ha in the first and second years, respectively.
When water stress was applied at 50 and 75%.of optimum irrigation, grain yield was decreased by 63 and 41% in
first year and by 66 and 41% in second year. The maximum grain yield was obtained in 138 kg N ha™ + 7.5 tons
ha™ FYM and optimum irrigation with-an average grain yield of 11790 and 12360 kg ha™ in the first and second
years, respectively. Results indicated that adequate nitrogen fertilizer slightly increased grain yield under water
stress. Integrated nitrogen and FYM application increased grain yield under water stress but optimum irrigation
increased grain yield. Under severe water stress condition nitrogen applied as integrated nitrogen fertilizer and
manure increased grain yield. Integrated nitrogen fertilizers and manure, reduced the needs for chemical
fertilizers and produced higher grain yield. It is concluded that application of 138 kg N ha™ + 7.5 tons FYM ha
at optimum irrigation decreased the needs for chemical N fertilizer by 50%. It also increased the grain yield and
water productivity by 6.2 and 6%, respectively in the first year and by 4.1 and 4.2% in the second years, as
compared to the 276 kg N ha™.

Key words: Chlorophyll meter reading, Grain yield, Maize, Manure, Nitrogen fertilizer, Drought stress,
Yield components.
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