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Applying livelihood resilience thinking in the research of rural tourism destinations is a new perspective
on sustainable tourism. Despite conducting studies in the field, a comprehensive review and analysis
of this entire field is limited and a comprehensive knowledge map has not been done. Therefore, the
purpose of the present study is to analyze the knowledge map of livelihood resilience of rural tourism
destinations, based on the review of 886 documents including books, articles, etc.; also, map analysis
in this area is a topic in Iran-related research based on the review of 15 article-type documents taken
from the Scopus database. By searching the keyword "livelihood resilience of rural tourism destinations"
from 2003 to July 2023 and then by adding the word Iran, this search was carried out from 2016 to July
2023 for research related to Iran, to analyze the science. Analysis of co-citation of previous studies, co-

Key words: authorship, and co-occurrence of keywords in VOSviewer software. The findings showed that authors
Livelihood resil- such as Yiling, Ying and Jay have published the highest scientific documents in the world and Azadi and
ience of rural tour- Savari in connection with Iran. The co-occurrence analysis of the words, at the global level and also in re-
ism destinations, lation to Iran, for each of them revealed four research clusters in the livelihood resilience studies of rural
VOSviewer, scien- © tourism destinations, whose core keywords include tourism, resilience, livelihood, tourism destination,
tometric analysis, sustainability, tourism development, ecotourism and sustainable development. This comprehensive and
knowledge map © systematic study is a valuable reference for future research.

Copyright © 2024, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract Rural areas are also a complex system with dynamic,
open, and regional characteristics (Li et al., 2021) that a re-

1. Introduction silient livelihood model can not only help the people of
these areas to resist natural threats. But it is an approach

esilience thinking has been used to to achieving the international goal of eradicating poverty

address problems in dynamic social- and creating a sustainable livelihood (Fan et al., 2022).

ecological systems (Armitage et al., 2012).
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Increasing research on the livelihood resilience of rural
tourism destinations can be useful for rural tourism desti-
nations to better adapt to changes and achieve sustainable
development. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the
research on the livelihood resilience of rural tourism des-
tinations. Since the 21st century, researchers have focused
on the livelihood resilience research of rural tourism des-
tinations, and research outputs have emerged especially
in the last decade. Although previous reviews have ex-
amined the livelihood resilience research of rural tourism
destinations from some specific perspectives, the number
of systematic and comprehensive analyses in this research
area seems to be limited. Therefore, this study aims to
systematically summarize the content of the research,
generalize the main research strengths and hot spots, and
future research directions regarding the livelihood resil-
ience of rural tourism destinations.

2. Methodology

To create the database, we searched for the keyword
“livelihood resilience of rural tourism destinations”
from 2003 to July 2023, and then added the word Iran.
The search was conducted from 2016 to July 2023 for
research papers related to Iran. A data testing phase was
then conducted using the VOSviewer 1.6.18 software,
and based on the research objectives, the final data were
analyzed using science-based algorithms for social net-
work analysis.

3. Results

This study is concerned with analyzing the distribution
of scientific documents, generating trend maps, clustering
based on density, co-citing authors, scientific collabora-
tion networks of top authors, and the need for creating
and reviewing knowledge networks. The research litera-
ture on livelihood resilience of rural tourism destinations
is discussed at global and Iranian levels.

4. Discussion

Based on the literature published in the Scopus database
globally from 2003 to the end of July 2023 and in Iran
from 2016 to 2023, a scientometric analysis was per-
formed to analyze the progress of research in the field of
livelihood resilience of rural tourism destinations. A com-
prehensive overview was obtained through joint network
analysis, joint citation analysis, and keyword co-occur-
rence analysis in VOSviewer software.

This provided a valuable reference for future research,
especially when research on the livelihood resilience of
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rural tourism destinations has become highly urgent and
timely.

5. Conclusion

The results showed that China and the United States are
active countries in the research of livelihood resilience
of rural tourism destinations, and authors such as Yeling,
Ying, and Ji, and in connection with Iran, Azadi and Sa-
vari, have published the highest scientific documents at
the global level. In addition to co-reference clustering net-
works; Networks of keywords were created for the study,
and their use can be the subject of future research. The
core keywords include tourism, resilience, livelihood,
tourism destination, sustainability, tourism develop-
ment, ecotourism, and sustainable development. be The
proposed research topics include the following: (1) the
concept of livelihood resilience of rural tourism destina-
tions, (2) drivers of livelihood resilience of rural tourism
destinations, (3) the theoretical framework of livelihood
resilience of rural tourism destinations, (4) the framework
and methods of sustainable management of destinations.
Rural tourism, (5) local participation and livelihood re-
silience of rural tourism destinations, (6) livelihood re-
silience of rural society (beneficiaries), (7) governance
approach and livelihood resilience of rural tourism des-
tinations, (8) assessment of livelihood resilience of rural
tourism destinations in against all kinds of risks (natu-
ral and human risks), (9) estimating the vulnerability of
tourism beneficiaries and improving their livelihood
resilience in rural tourism destinations, (10) sustainable
management and livelihood resilience of rural tourism
destinations, (11) sustainable development and resilience
livelihood of rural tourism destinations and (12) tourism
management and livelihood resilience of rural tourism
destinations. However, there are still other important as-
pects to improve this study. In this study, only literature
from the Scopus database was selected, which inevitably
ignored the relevant literature from other databases. Fu-
ture studies can try to expand the data sources to other
databases to obtain a more comprehensive analysis. The
dataset of this research is prepared and accessible by the
Scopus database at (https://www-scopus-com).
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9. Visualizing scientific landscapes

8. Scientific Knowledge Mapping
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