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Treatment of Open Tibia Fracture by Unreamed Tibial Nailing
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Abstract

Background: Open tibial shaft fracture is the most common long bone open fracture, and its main
complications are infection and non-union. Unreamed tibial nails have been introduced to reduce such
complications. We are reporting our experience with this instrument,

Methods: 54 consecutive open tibial fractures that had been treated with unreamed tibial nails (UTN) were
studied. There were 22 grade 1, 19 grade I, 13 grade 1IIA Gustilo-Anderson open fractures. The cases had an
average of 11.5 months follow-up.

Results: In the short-term follow-up of one year 14 cases (26%) of delayed union, 2 (3.6%) aseptic non-
union, and 2 infections (3.6%) were encountered. The two non-unions and six of delayed unions were grade
IITA open fractures. The delayed unions were distal third shaft fractures in half of the cases. The time to union
was 17.5 weeks on average- being longer for grade IITA and distal shaft fractures.

Conclusions: With this short-term follow-up report, UTN seems to be an effective instrument for open

tibial fractures.
Keywords: Fractures, open; Tibia fractures; Fracture fixation

ol N RSl Y s by )L_rzdﬁsjg,cw1 Joi s oo b Ll Y rallas 2 e

ol s S eghe o8 g ) 5 (T)L0)

Sl s Sl ke oK sy £ s (8

Sl g e bl sedlslen Glpals i plond o

Sk ol i el g fb\ i ylay .Q@.\U\ C lealzlad s o o=
TR ART A A a TR CB o ol 53



YY)

oSV Glagis dley w5 Ol 45 S sla Sl Ol

ol Pless el 3)pe 53 el aalllas Lo S s oS LT )

Q‘MM QLA)J @L’U ("'i-l-:’ L)i_)—' ‘;_54_ I3 rL‘»_,l ‘_’,,."'._3)
ezbed ey HUTN i by 5 45 5L

e gy 53090

OLT L APAY 3T sl 3D e e s Sl 8
S Jhaal 53 5 eerplel Gl La5sel S e g3 55 (VYAY
Healizad betin g o3 8 o b g a5 5L Saasls e o
ol WY Ol S §yoa 3L Oy UTN LSL"C"::“
35,0 00) Slae OF 5 tid anllas jl el 580 ode
SLo-vy) Jlovd o Sl bl g o08) (0t
3 de Lol O les wes Ll adlas 35l oS LAl
R RN O L [ S N K Py S ISP R
L O e R N R e R
h ) s S g ] (o0 eyl il siisi
L5 Sosll b bty 5 emlelim I g5 5 s
N T e (e 5 el liS
Al Slen 53 o) e S b pleat 005 2
aals pin g Il Jla S o D Ym0 oy o5t 5 il
s S e i & e b el Ol el 51 g 5 02

038 b sl i e e o S Sl U
Do 53 s sn Wy oot Ol oy SalS
e hb e pined e Sl Sl b ot e L
WBls elsl (S5 S oy S S s 1Sl

Jite Jor UV 4 Jleg w Jor oy 005 o3lal Jaoa o
3edd sty an 5 Sl 5 o) el il e S
Doopon 3,55 5 e Sl des e S s plzed
S5 ke b0 [FXERPIN T T s ke el
Slaglsl sl ee) Sk g g ams ol Jle i J shos
B st 3 (RO Bl Lo e LA I
S8l 03 S0 gt 3 o33 048 S S Ol S g

S oF o e b 8 o U UTN e dese

3. Gustilo-Anderson

\YAL Qt‘._.‘_;\ar a)Lpi.r)L@;;UJJ/Qlﬁlh}.ﬂw;\;}l)&v_‘_u"’_’i}:{-d?u

4o dda

5oy P el Dhow o8 Sl Gl L g
P J IRV PO R PR R 5 IR <8
Jo 01 esBl Lol 5 b SRSl oo 5o T
A2l p D25 556 A g 5 D2 S 3 (S as

(Ul Sy Bl 4y oy Sl mld S o
ol ST Bl g s Ol g pRied oesdhe
Pl oS 038 b @l oS Gl £ 5 SR
AL e Ol 3 Canl Sl 040 e

2B by S el Slgae 5l e 5 Se 40l DU
Mg g pae b sl S s s 038
o 0 S Clieny blay wi3dS 05 SLL gleaas U
Lo @ Joe Ol sl Sass s1 bdl Dby Ul ses
T e eslizal 5 - s
e K Bl sl OF Sl eslisd L UTND Ly s
Buss o w3 eslind s by 4 mls LS
PR g PE A O S FT' E Y O
s S Yo n a0l 1y ke YU Ol s
Je UTN 5l Sosls 05,8 ol $l o8 ol gy p

Ol e Sisie Ulpw (dis g 63 S a:l_&;_.dlzuu,JY» L;u-@
oy
Ss

S spin

Dokt o SVl Slages 35 L

>
JUS Sailg &S sy Of Wi w0 Sl Olalas

S skl Slosoys 4 ol ool Slea o Slymzad
s oesls 3 3E o 1) Ll D i Ol
by i edld (Dbl 53 edd sbesl S 55,50 Cleas
pee Sl el (Saw 4wy (s e AR 5Bl
2 g bl s earg s b U LI UTN

{A—V\~ - LT .
Dl s T 51 eslizd

Qly&d.v UTN J' i a_)_jjnl
ohd ST 5 - hae Ly g a5l sle Sl bl Ol s
). ealanal ﬂr‘ LSLA:JL_N L,LJ LJ'.:; Ls ;;:LA)J Jsb.n 33 LI

e ads il LS as L sta Senss Olys g1, UTN

1. Unreamed Tibia Nailing (UTN}
2. Lottes




Q';K«AJJU‘J.ﬂJJU_}Sa

b3l s 53 Bl ($35 p oSN e B i (LV/A) 5 e
'JJ"-'

O PR AR VAD BCS PV SR L STL AL PO T
CRCRVA S 1 DIFSYVIL L SR TPRURUE /A SVAD SFRUVIR o S’ JRaca
N L oo (10) 5,5 ¥ PO S P
=) e 1170 Ol (5,250 Oles (oSl Lzils (glanked
e (ole 1

ehe caa N1 J VY c3X G am e W
s sl Ol 1 St S SUSsl el
A el oyt O3 bame 54t S 13 S O gl palys
dugm ae Jy Lol DL 2 g e e WY e N
P FN g Lo oS A D2, e 53 (B Olaees
A8 18 Vs cdd e 2l /0 sy 038 p ol L
e Sk g gla S s S kb
Sipe 3 03y oob O 1) S Bt U5 Pls
Claas o > Joe 5ol i C338 02 e el 3L
Sl Vi 50 08 maz 51 pl b A Jol S5, 05t
O Jde) Bas S, p5 by 3 ol s

St s s 30 Ol e abe 23
doide O gl amaa VY=V b (550 YA) Olslaw i 5 LA
g o e e 2ge 93 A ) e (S
Sl Sasls 83V S s p HIA 50 5L Sensls
et B e el Oty IS 5HUYA S THA s 5L
Loy pake g 3l S Sl

2> Sl Oy Doy A Gl Y Ol e e
OF i sVsb a8 sy azin W/0 5500 o345 5 g 390
3 ke YOV Sew A 540 5L Sla SaSls w by e
O Jdsda) g atia Y Sodens 2ol i gla So8s

PR TN VS5 (R ST LI S C VAVA VI PP
g 3b SaSl gx a8 dsls UL S ke S0 g
D3k p i e b igie 555 SO Bl ails THA
st sy Sy oy (ke Sisie) Ol (6,550

M.]ayja C,‘.:l.:.ﬂj@‘ 394 39 Q.:l:ﬂ}i.:_J CJJ}.,&A.!JEA&

ATAL dl.:—.ﬂ_; Y n_;La..i ‘r)l.g;:'- u)'gz/{)\ﬂ_l J..a‘.n.a 3 L')!);Cx.‘_ﬂ fljzg- aloa

P g e D edd 0l dany ledy s s
s 3 Olady po o) S Slder o e o 5L Sl S
g iy 50 a3 a5 B dile o ame SIS

G (ASYY) Cst b s i Ol les aan hoste 4k
A kas amb S )15 G NS hee 5 Oledy s i Al 543y
EA gt jsbay 4y 5 LS ddme Ol s a3l e
G5 BTG dau g ORI &S S s os e el
el UL o et e Slejles Gl e coles ol
e hs Sg Sl Sl b s S
3,8

Sl Jlan 4y LAl W8 STkl ) gon Liges 4es
a9 3l DS s ol ) BT U e b s el
e b L Okl elad o 1 O35 Jesd 5 psS L
Shew 4 SanS L Ol a4 am g b des el s
Jomd (kDo 4 aid e ey 45 A 0l ol
LS el (Dig A p Yo-0r Sl Lasd) oS O
N PRI JRCAPR VY -V T S YUP T A P N L R P
oKyt s O3 Jes w05 02 St
phe Zdyiy SV Sy b e S Saa S Ol b
St o 235 o U3 Daelimelis o e w58 el
SO e s B Olaes 81 S
P3N Jas S Sl i ebalie (S 55 e
f A 5 29,8 g 1B Vgt 5 S 08 2ol
A o 055 Jer SeSs Lal

PYEHY
(LAY 3550 YT Qg &1 = Gzl ganaids Wbl
SETLIE |FCARADEFSTVIRE IS IF VIS UK I S
sl S 5 izl WA 650 5L SeSs (1YE)
b o3 Sl il (o3 8T/ 5550 00 > SaKs
53 Fe e 5 G p L S b s (Ao s YIV) 250 55 g
Koy el Jama 3 asle (ZV/A) 5550 S LS lasme



YY

S Slagne dhs © Ly o Ol gl ad 5l sl S8l Ol s

ITAL Qt.mm) Y n)Lq_J .(s)l.e;: EPEEN

};ﬁtjiju,ule:& ;;l_,sa...!usQLEBSL.S:.J;J_,&_;,?J:,;'--U;&;,,&&R 1P PRES

. S oy S Sl
u.{:..s.i J’u . _ ’
0 gyl hiS
Sy gl el Glecd Gl 1IIA 1 I
3 v § \ v ° O ybees 303
Al /o 1YA yAS s 157/ AN ron O3y g 93 Al
Slad & Sl U35 5 5 il
Ands TOAT TAYA e 7Y IV0IA Syvy TR T BT 02
M}J«}a [} BE a}_/.s
Y. Ty YIA WY YAV Ve VWA S ol Sl
(\-v8) (A=YA) (Y-r+) (\Y=Y$) (\1=YA) (YV-Y$) (YY) (azen) Soflinypm0f 52

A LS Sade Son e b b sl Tl Lol
At A g5 50 S8 5
e 81 088V JL 5 claallas 3 0l S 5 SaiS)
isges Olayx UTN 25, G, TIB G T 5 50 5L S
YAA Slay Zode 5o Oljle TAA 30y San g Ol
Cbos gl 4 yle Olew SUATAE 535 Xa S LS ams

vy .
AL edallie

a

3 2
e Ve dle g LK RS R P RRWE NS

il plla e Sl £Y w8 LS e shelthe
S b Ol 5 Oleys UTN Fee bl Sl SeS
L oo e gl Sl b 5 TVUA s O
3590 4w andlls ool s s S 350E ania YV a0
Do b gl 350 S el 355 3 ol L sie
Mas s g
BERNIRILONY _34{1Ji_5.:_-:: Loy a8 gladdlhs s pimas
U8 g w 5L Sl e 01 il sl g bes
olass UTN alewsa ;...5..; Fis ) el Ve o2d8
YT P X A RVID BN WO (| R P T

FONF Sk g 5l S A (V) 3

. Keating
. Oh
Park

. Joshi

g Ld ) -

s o jbmr golhely e s a8 ay gl YU 5
o dd e Sla o s SUasde w3 LA 55 5L Sauss
PP U PTTCI PP JNCP YA SNPS LRVR
P s ke Olays Gl SR SRS e S
N By TRy T A I
3 el ol (8o S s AL bl Pl D)5
IR s A a5 eSS s bl
s S

I f5 3 D Ay Ol dasge oo
Gp=rreeV) s S edalin s sme g bl LSz

Cow

;pﬁ&;;)}aoi j\qf.u;LfQLijau.‘Um&i\@tj

ol 53 a8 0 skl o Sl THA 5 1L L] R
S 3l e (el b 0l Cel VY JIA Sl
Slos ode 43 3540 YA 8 § 51 3UTN Foe bl as
S b s St e s ol T
l.! Lads S8 AR R .,"i‘ )| Y .«\;__3; skalio 3,88 1 33
&M B "UJJ}’.-\J:J)- NET J,a}u' B C_._.n QJJS aj,_...al;._:_.‘,
W0

AAA e >

BYRT-CUR S CVER-RD BV S ¥4

N e E. Lo - . . .o
aLa‘\;‘J.lJ_L}A\D é-)?bwﬁhgjjﬁ&i)"x)}?uwﬁ




1YY

L',\b&wt) QU)’_;A,: J..;l_'v /;5::

soain V0 Soy G kgt Ole)y JY/Y Clgie Ol
ARTNE SIS VA VA SIS TP cRes
by e 5 650 Ges Y44V 1440 el s
i b SaeSa aye 0 g5, OLes i
o Jes So sl 5l el VY Ohley A bl
S N e T
S Sisie pee 005 ool SEde 45 A0 eds les

.m)ub-_’f(7

1. Bone
2. Alho
3. Wu

YTAL QLL..A) ¥ A)Lo..: L(\)L@}; GJJJ/C)‘_)J“‘ L}.JLU_, d'}}r_:..ﬂ\ u;-'f— d:»-.d

)LG—Z'_}IIIA t:y )80 32 ‘°3))5'Ju:)’.' D)\j,ﬁ )'ASJJD;
Zogae s 1B ¢ 3l Ve sy 1B §5 s
Ol l((o)f» Loy Ko oaadlae o
Shen Y& 3 60 sy Bl 2 S Sy THIA G T £ sl Sanss

Sp O k38 15 Olos G Gee Vs )

Y4y .

Oy 5 ais YA S5, he Ol AVA Sl
J2((j,.hil) .b..-vj: J.<.13 s BL .(r')bﬁ /f./\/‘" L;J)JML}LJD-
Mo T g LSS o Y Jley A Ol Ss

A8 N3 Obs s UTN 2y, u.;)j_»),\j_‘,l.;..ﬂifn

(JeleSa sl ) Ly 4 g FoufS L Lo V8 50 ) K
PJ'”{°“&J(YJ‘EEJ“’31M‘L““(VJ\E’eg}“"ﬁjq‘}.‘;(".s\‘-a|

Y il




110

Yl s ahs 5 L Oy 1 L (sl S8 Ol

NYAL Olies X o slas c(:)l.g.g- a)_gb/"_)l_)_i' J.,GLM 3 Q'_,:w_:._g‘ d:—‘

FVES

Wiy

b Julfa Lot dlurt opy IS
‘}‘.ﬁj‘.\.n.zebjl.g;__-(c&‘}wjl.xqehja(‘__; e S A ole SO (A

A op Gt M e s Al e s Se S g s
» 5 B g 5l gl Sansls S o, o Jhie o s
3095 o el a pelt Yot Wias e ooy 05,5 aaltha
e s b b s ke mly Sipae Ol Yl
S gt Sty e Ol s Giiih el e
538 S5 o 02 A ke e ey (35
G byl ey RS g BB B, S0S
Slos s S Olyea L UTN LK 55 (S, by

s e 0L L 5w U gl Ol gl e

1. Chapman MW. The use of immediate internal
fixation in open fractures. Orthop Clin North Am. 1980;
11(3):579-91.

2. Clancey GJ, Hansen ST Jr. Open fractures of the
tibia: a review of one hundred and two cases. J Bone
Joint Surg Am. 1978;60(1):118-22.

3. Edwards CC, Simmons SC, Browner BD, Weigel
MC. Severe open tibial fractures. Results treating 202
injuries with external fixation. Clin Orthop Relat Res.
1988;(230):98-115.

O L oL aallle s 8 dmo o DL B35 5504

Loaslis 5y ,otlas S 2 e el s ol gledes D
Sesiots 55 0BT Ohlag 48 ol 01 51 36 Ylazod Lo aallins
(Gl B0 b aslin o el \Y) sl g by 3l (58
2 e b Ol (Saukla g b adl i 815 Ol ys oo

sl JJAJEJJ'I aolas ol

S S o
O A3 S #S elie oladlae L oanlie s
O 5 Doop oy Sl 3N Ol e sie < (Sa) 55 osm
SYgb b oy alolh o2 e il alhe s Sisde

References

| 4. Muller et al, Manual of internal fixation. technique

recommended by the AQ group. 2nd ed. NY:Springer-
Verlag; 1979.

5. Olson SA. Open fractures of the tibial shaft. Instr
Course Lect. Am Acad Orthop Surg. 1997:46:293-302.
Review.

6. Lottes JO, Hill LJ, Key JA. Closed reduction, plate
fixation, and medullary nailing of fractures of both bones
of the leg; a comparative end-result study. J Bore Joint
Surg Am. 1952;34 A(4):861-77; passim.



YV F

Q\JK@}QU'J.@JJLJISJ

7. Rand JA, An KN, Chao EY, Kelly PJ. A
comparison of the effect of open intramedullary nailing
and compression-plate fixation on fracture-site blood
flow and fracture union. J Bone Joint Surg Am. 1981; 63
(3):427-42.

8. Helfet DL, Howey T, Dipasquale T, Sanders R,
Zinar D, Brooker A. The treatment of open and/or
unstable tibial fractures with an unreamed double-locked
tibial nail. Orthop Rev. 1994;Suppl:9-17.

9. Sanders R, Swiontkowski M, Nunley J, Spiegel P.
The management of fractures with soft-tissue disruptions.
J Bone Joint Surg Am. 1993;75(5):778-89. Review.

. 10. Tornetta P 3rd, Olson SA. Amputation versus limb
salvage. Instr Course Lect. Am Acad Orthop Surg. 1997,
46:511-8.

11. Gustilo RB. Current concepts in the management of
open fractures. Instr Course Lect. Am Acad Orthop Surg.
1987:36:359-66.

12. Waterman NG, Howell RS, Babich M. The cffect of a
prophylactic topical antibiotic (cephalothin) on the incidence
of wound infection. Arch Surg. 1968;97 (2). 365-70.

13. Wilkins J, Patzakis M. Choice and duration of
antibiotics in open fractures. Orthop Clin Novth Am.
1991;22(3):433-7. Review.

14. Anglen JO, Apostoles S, Christensen G, Gainor B.
The efficacy of various irrigation solutions in removing
slime-producing Staphylococcus. J Orthop Trauma. 1994;
8(5):390-6.

15. Bhandari M, Schemitsch EH, Adili A, Lachowski
RJ, Shaughnessy SG. High and low pressure pulsatile
lavage of contaminated tibial fractures: an in vitro study

ATAL QL"......AJ Al e)l»...iv sr_)l.g.a; ”JJ’IO‘){' J..au.nj f_}ljé;:._.ﬂ u.:-—'}a- oee

of bacterial adherence and bone damage. J Orthop
Trauma. 1999;13(8):526-33.

16, Burd T, Christensen GD, Anglen JO, Gainor BJ,
Conroy BP, Simpson WA. Sequential irrigation with
common detergents: a promising new method for
decontaminating orthopedic wounds. Am J Orthop. 1999;
28(3):156-60.

17. Keating F, O'Brien PJ, Blachut PA, Meek RN,
Broekhuyse HM. Locking Intramedullary Nailing with
and without Reaming for Open Fractures of the Tibial
Shaft. A Prospective, Randomized Study. J Bone Joint
Surg Am. 1997,79:334-41.

18. Oh CW, Park BC, Ihn JC, Park HJ. Primary
unreamed intramedullary nailing for open fractures of the
tibia. Int Orthop. 2001;24(6):338-41.

19. Joshi D, Ahmed A, Krishna L, Lal Y. Unreamed
interlocking nailing in open fractures of tibia. J Orthop
Surg (Hong Kong). 2004;12(2):216-21.

20. Bone LB, Sucato D, Stegemann PM, Rohrbacher
BJ. Displaced isolated fractures of the tibial shaft Treated
with either a cast or intramedullary nailing. An outcome
analysis of matched pairs of patients. J Bore Joint Surg
Am. 1997,79:1336-41.

21. Alho A, Ekeland A, Stromsoe K, Folleras (&, Thoresen
BO. Locked intramedullary nailing for displaced tibial shaft
fractures. J Bone Joint Surg Br. 1990;72(5):805-9.

22. Wu Y, Wang M, Rong G, Zhai G, Jiang X.
Unreamed interlocking intra medullary nailing in treating
tibial and fibular fractures. Zhonghua Wai Ke Za Zhi.
1998;36(8):461-3. Chinese.



