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Tite: Comparison of facilitating manoeuvers during fiber optic
bronchoscopy in patients with Mallampati class 1, 2 & 3
Author: Lal Dolatabad H. MD

Abstract:

Fiberoptic orotracheal intubation under general anesthesia may be more difficult 1o perform
it the upper airway connot be cleared.

We studied the cffects of jaw thrust, lingual traction, and or both of them in opening the
orolaryngeal air space in 76 ASA class T or 2 patients aged 18 and 70 yr undergoing elective
general surgery requiring orotracheal intubation. Airway clearance was assessed fiberoptically at
the soft palate level by observing whether or not the uvula or solt palatc was opposed to the base
of the tongue, and at the epiglottic level by observing whether or not the epiglottis was opposed
to the posterior pharyngeal wall.

Lingual traction cleared the tongue away from the uvula and soft palate significantly more
then did jaw thrust (p< 0.05). Jaw thrust cleared the epiglottis away from the posterior
pharyngeal wall more than did lingual traction (p< (.05). Applying both jaw thrust and lingual
traction simultaneously clearcd the airway at both soft palate and epiglottic level in all patients.
When used alone, jaw thrust and lingual traction fail to produce full airway clearance in a
significant number of patients.

Combination jaw thrust and lingual traction clears the airway more effectively.

Key words: Intubation, Fiberoptic Laryngoscopy.
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2- Lingual traction

3. American Society of Anesthesiologists
4- uvula

5- SPSS
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