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Abstract

One of the major problems after open heart surgery is the start of alimentation.

On the other hand, the recognition of digestive complications is a difficult etiologic variety.

This study 1s performed to determine the time of the return of intestinal peristaltic movements
after open heart surgery and its relationship to the length of operation, the time of return of
conciousness, extubation time and pump time and also to some of the patient’s variables such as
age, weight and gender.

This study was done on 30 patients who underwent CABG or valves replacements.

Patients were examined by abdominal auscultation for bowel sounds. Auscultation was

done once every hour until at least five bowel sounds per minute were heard.

This study showed that abdominal pristaltism returned about 9 hrs and 42 minutes after
arrival of the patients to the ICU. We found a good vorrelation between the time of return of

bowel sounds and the time of extubation of the patient.
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1- Intra Aortic Ballon Pump
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