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ABSTRACTY
Foreign body aspiration is one of the most important
emergency problems in medicine which has a wide
spectrum of signs and symptoms. As is symptoms,
may mimic symptoms of other diseases, accurate
diagnosis denotes physician expertise and careful-
ness.

The aim of this study is defining its important signs
& symptoms and role of the bronchoscopy in its diag-
nosis & treatment.

This is a retrospective analysis of 44 patients,
records who had been suspected to have foreign body
aspiration between 1998-2002 in Loghman Hospital.

The signs and symptoms and the bronchoscopic
results were evaluted.

72.2 % of patients had airway foreign body and
most of them were 1-2 years old. Cough and respira-

tory distress with 93.8% and 90.6 % respectively had
the most common objects were food materials and in
childrens of school ages it was school related objects.
Radiography reveals no abnormality in 37.5%.

Every patient with sudden onest cough & respirat-
ory distress should be suspected to have aspirated
foreign body. History and physical exam are the most
important diagnostic facters. Radiography although is
supportive but could not rule out the diagnosis and if
clinical suspicion rise rigid bronchoscopy is a safe
diagnostic and therapeutic tool.
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