Assessment of the capaillity of Medical
Interns in Airway Management
Mohammad Amrollahi, M.S.

Vida Ayatollahi, M.D.

Hamid-Reza Abbasi, M.D.

Ali Dehghani, M.S.

Mohammad-Hossain Ahmadiyeh, M.S.

ABSTRACT

Background: Cardiopulmonary arrest is one of the
most common medical emergencies and the first and
foremost procedure in cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) is airway management and pulmonary ventilat-
ion which if not managed properly can lead to irrever-
sible complications and resuscitation failure.

Materials and Methods: In this cross-sectional
descriptive study medical interns at the Shahid
Sadoughi Medical University, Yazd, Iran, who had
undergone training in at least two departments were
studied. Case selection was by simple random method
and 103 interns were ‘included in study. The interns
were evaluated by using an observational check list
and special questionnaire by the authors and
according to their scores assigned to Weak, Moderate
and Good groups.

Results:Results showed that the good group included
(52.4%) in respect to cleaning the proper positioning of

“the head & neck and 4.9% for airway placement, only
1.9% for pulmonary ventilation and 0% for endo-
tracheal intubation. Overall, 84.5% were weak in airway
managment. Chi square test showed a signfiicant
relationship between successful airway placement and
sex and also time period since start of internship
(p<0.05).

Conclusion: The results point out to the fact that
practical education in airway managment is needed for
medical interns. As most of the present education in
the field is observational and class restrictions
including indequate assessment does not allow good
practical learning, it seems that both practical and
observational coures in airway management are
essential for medical students before the start of their
internship.

Key words: Aiway management, Endotracheal intubat-
ion, Medical interns
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