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Substantial Form

Seyyed Hassan Ahmadi, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy
Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

The present article is an analysis based upon Treatise of Z. The purpose of this article
is to present the form found in Treatise of Z in Aristotle's Metaphysics. This form is
ousia-substance. It is the principle of determinacy and intelligibility for individuals. This
form is associated with matter. Form of this type, the principle for material individuals,
may be called substantial form, although Aristotle does not use the term. Substantial
form is neither a universal nor an individual. Form in Aristotle's view is different from
an "ldea" in Plato's. The distinction is not that the one is associated with matter, while
the other is not. Aristotle uses the expression "this" of form and of individual thing. A
universal is not a "This" but a "Such".

Keywords: Substantial form, ousia-substance, essence, form and matter.
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