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Abstract

In opposition to the formulation of love in Greek mythology and materialist
philosophy, Plato offers totally a different conception of love. In Plato’s
philosophy, love is neither divine nor instinctive; rather it is a demon that relates
man to the divine world. Plato’s love is primarily a desire for everlasting
possession of beauty. It is important to note that all the elements of love are
constituted by cognition. In the upward journey of the philosopher toward love, all
the stages receive their hierarchy based on cognition as the last stage of love.
Absolute Beauty is equated with wisdom. Furthermore, the elements of love are
centered on the duality of material vs. spiritual. However, in analyzing Plato’s
formulation of love, we come to conclude that his analysis is still logocentric
based on the dominant materialist philosophy of Greece.
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