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Villagers and Political Participation in Iran

Mansour Vosooghi, Ph.D. Abdolrasoul Hashemi, M.A.
Associate professor, Faculty of Social Sciences Department of Rural Development
University of Tehran University of Tehran

Abstract

Political participation is one of the main criteria for political development. The general aim of
this research is the study of social and cultural factors of political participation in order to
examine some theories, known as modernization. These factors are: economic state, job,
education, urbanization, using mass media, sense of powerlessness, and confidence in the
government. The general hypothesis is that the social index improvement leads to the
enhancement of political participation. This statement is discussed in two items: formal and
informal political participation. The method of research is survey with questionnaire
technique. The case society is family supervisors of the rural district around the city of
Bushehr. To select cases by technique ot multistage sampling, three villages named Chah
kootah, Abtavill and Talashki that are examples fgr three level of high, average and low
development were determined. Then 250 questionnaires were distributed according to the
population of villages. The results show that there are considerable differences between formal
and informal political participation. Informal aspect increases in consequence of the
enhancement level of education, urbanization and using mass media, but formal aspect is
highly related to the confidence in the government. Thereofore we can conclude that informal
political participation can illustrate and improve better modernizing theory and political and
environmental agents have high influence on formal ones.

Keywords: Political participation, official participation, government, sense of powerlessness.
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Lipset, S.M. 1963. Political Man: The Social Basis of Politics. London:
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