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Public Participation in the Ninth Presidential Election of Iran

Davood Parchami
Lecturer, Department of Sociology
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Public participation is an activity in which the citizens try to directly or indirectly influence
the selection of government members, the ruling party or its programs and actions. Elections
can be seen as one of the most important forms of this participation and has a great impact
on the society in general and every individual in particular. Choosing the policymakers,
selecting policies and programs, ruling procedures in the society, power rotation, putting
pressure on authorities, responsiveness of the ruling party and selective institutions,
legitimizing the political system, maneuvering against overseas powers, boosting the ties and
interests, creating social cohesion and solidarity in the society, higher accountability of the
citizens, reducing inequality, more emphasis by the elites on their desires, expressing
opposition and dissatisfaction, and finally, decreasing stress and psychological pressures
could be considered as the main outcomes of elections. In general, there are two major
factors, individual and socio-political, which affect public participation in elections. In this
research, after reviewing the literature, public participation is examined using the data of the
ninth presidential election.

Keywords: Public participation, Citizens, Elections, Presidential election, Iran.
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