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Jean Genet and a New Look at the Concept of the Mirror

Mahtab Bolouki, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of French Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Even though the mirror has always born the connotation of truth telling in literature,
there's no doubt that Jean Genet is one of the rare writers who introduces the mirror as
an agent of illusion in his dramatic work. Genet's characters are always fleeing their
true identity and in this endeavour, the mirror erases their daily reality by giving truth to
their disguised appearances and thus, reinforces their wishes and illusions . The aim of
this article is to underline the various connotations that the theme of mirror bears in
Genet's work in order to see which outlook on reality makes their focusing point. We
conclude that not only the mirror for Genet is not reality reflecting but it voids the
reality from its true meaning and mutates it to a world in which no wish is
impossibleand no illusion, an illusion.

Keywords: Mirror, Reality, Illustion, Connotation, Truth Telling, Unreality
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