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Manifestation of Destiny in the Lives of Some of
Shahnameh's Heroes

Azadeh Heidarpour, Ph.D.
Ph.D. Candidate, Ancient Cultures and Languages Department
Science and Research Center, Islamic Azad University

Abstract

Ferdowsi has not judged one dimensionally and one sidedly. On the one hand, a
reflection of the Zoroastrian beliefs about the role of struggle in human life has been
reflected in Shahnameh. The writer rationalistically believes that human beings can
make their own faith. The rationalism of Ferdowsi could be observed in Zal story. On
the other hand, Ferdowsi believes in faith and destiny. Ferdowsi believes that human
beings have no choice from this point of view and have a predetermined destiny and
faith. The reflection of Ferdowsi's determinism can be clearly observed in Rostam and
Sohrab tragedy and also the story of Rostam and Esfandyar's battle. The belief in destiny
in these sorts of stories is along with the unreliability of the world, the affectation and
tricks of life and the power of death. Finally, | have insisted on the fact that Ferdowsi's
pessimism about the world and its affairs does not prevent human beings from their
struggles and does not make them unconcerned with life. It can only be possible
through the determination and free will that the national epic poet of Iran could create
the most valuable Shahnameh through thirty years days and nights.

Keywords: Struggle, Destiny, Rationalist, Determinism, Pessimism, Determination.
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