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Malek Khorshid and the Lover of Banaras

Hasan Zoalfaghari, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Tarbiat Modares University

Abstract

Romantic ballads of Persian literature have extensive spectrum. These romantic ballads are
amplificated forms of lyric poetry and extended form of romantic lyric in the form of story
and concrete and detailed narration. These stories, except for Iranian origin, are originated
from the literature of nations like Semitic, Hellenic and Indian. The story of Malek Khorshid
and the Lover of Banaras which is a graphetic ballad, is the history of platonic love of Iranian
youth, from Isfahan, living in Banaras's, whose name was Malek Khorshid to the king of
Banaras's daughter that finally led to the death of lovers and their drowning in the sea. The
poet of the story is unknown and supposed to be a poet whose penname is" Khata". In this
essay we will interpret and introduce the story as well as criticize and analyze the story
elements and leitmotif and compare it with its examples. The aim of writer is to introduce
one of the lyric stories of subcontinent and show the extentsion which poets of subcontinent
were impressed by elements and leitmotif of Iranian stories and mixing them with Indian
elements. We also want to see, whether the story is known or not, to conform to the new
story elements with an example of archaic stories and show that in spite of those who say this
adaptation is impossible, this adaptation is possible. The only difference is in the kind of new
and old leitmotifs.

Keywords: Romantic ballad, Fiction, Lover of Banaras, Leitmotifs, Elements of story.
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