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Sacred Fratricide:
A Glance at Affinities between “Rustam and Esfandiar”
and The Old Man and the Sea
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Faculty of Foreign Languages, University of Tehran

Aliasghar Rahimi, M.A
Student of Tehran University

Abstract

Epics and living a heroic life disclose a universe in which the hero has either a singular
association with nature or seeks to do so. This article examines the battle between
Rustam and Esfandiar in the Shahnamah and the one between Santiago and the fish in
The Old Man and the Sea as one such search. The authors view these battles as
archetypes of search for venerable peers. The killing is then seen as an allegorical,
sacred fratricide through which the heroes first say farewell to ‘epic’ life and then open
their eyes to the dawn of history as deceit or Fall.

Keywords: Shahnamah, The Old Man and the Sea, Ritual, Fratricide, Rustam, Santiago,

Greediness, the Fall
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