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A Study of Intratextual References in Mathnawi: An
Intertextual Approach

Bahman Namvar Motlagh, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Research Department
Iranian Academy of Arts

Abstract

Nowadays in the contemporary world, Mathnawi Manawi with its translations and extracts is
considered to be one of the mythic texts in Persian language. The subject of textual and
intertextual connection and relation on Mathnawi, like other great works had been always in
the center of attention of researchers which is followed by different theories. Intertextual and
hypertextual connection in Moulana's works could be divided into four sections: intertextual,
interauthorial, interchaptered and middlechaptered. This paper deals with the smallest
section of the mentioned connection i.e. the connection between the chapters of Mathnawi.
The paper, as an example, deals with examining the quality of the relation between
narrations in the first chapter of Mathnawi. In this regard, along with the classification of the
narrations in these chapters, considering the type of relation with the other narrations, the
quality of the relation between these interconnected or independent narrations, is also under
consideration. Consequently, the main subject of the paper is a study of textual connectivity,
keeping the narrative independent of the chapters of Mathnawi. The method of critique and
study of intertextuality and hypertextuality in particular will be the same as presented by
Gérard Genette. The author has tried to apply this method with necessary changes in order to
match the corpus of the study.

Keywords: Moulana, Mathnawi Manawi, Hypertextuality, Textual Connectivity.
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- Intertextualité.

- Transtextualité.

- Julia Kristeva.

- Semeiotiké. Editions du Seuil. Paris. 1969.

- Roland Barthes.

- Roland Barthes. L'aventure sémiologique. Editions du Seuil. Paris. 1985.

- Gérard Genette.

10- Gérard Genette. Palampsestes. La litérature au second degré. Editions du Seuil.
Paris. 1982.

11- Gérard Genette. Seuils. Editions du Seuil. Paris. 1987.
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