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What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today?

Jinuss Shirvan
Assistant Professor, Department of French Language and Literature
Faculty of Foriegn Languages, Islamic Azad University (Central Tehran Branch)

Abstract

Linguistics is a science that encompasses a wide range of domains. As other
sciences, it needs to have its own unequivocal system of definitions and
concepts. Thus, to deal with linguistics, we have to ask who a linguist is today.
To answer this question, we need to know where linguistics stands and what
the objectives of the discipline are. Topics and phenomena that linguistics
deals with are studied through logical analysis. Thus, the method of linguistics
distinguishes it from other sciences and it has domains which are specific to
this science. So, it has its methods and scientific tools in the domain of
interdisciplinary sciences.

Keywords: Formalism, Rational Lnguistics, Metalinguistic Activity, Epistemology

S (Sl eaSils 55 sl Sl g 5 09,8 Joslisl cudlyb gruogs T sl oSty J bt (618>



28 bl p gls dolisia g3 What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today 145

dodde -1
s 7 las (6l Jolae ] ob)f &b sl €8 iy Jls sl 939 Odo (o b))
Sl 3 Bl onis o3l Sl byl 51 ool; olass 4 g ond o3l grwb bl 5l By oS
adS oo 5l Lo jodaio i8IS ple iy o 5l oS Cad 23 02l (L) E9d9e 4
oy ol o Jodeo g cle lailgy o oy o3 g o (gorlo ple sniaigld
03l (il 51 48" oy )b 1y 35 ol (lasg) 9 Egdge (cele e oulidl
b9y Ay mudled oy i pl Ay yie 3 b K5 sale adllas (] 3 g 4 D9 oo
oalo blgy ol )3 &8 cul ilaio o g, 3950 S84 (sl sole adllas (4l oS
9 RIS LB ) (i b (slmony g polie adlllao ¢ gim 035 oo ST b (lmory
) 5L slmosls 5wl |y o )l57 48 08 o 5 ol o] ko (g )
S psle gy 9590 Cunl (San gl elotzl oy o b S sl g (5 y9l0 )8

o g o olSuls 5 LU |l 4 el o 35 8

bt (b olule - 2

O 33 ol gL ol 038 My (6l J95 (owlidbj (9385 1960 ams )
2 b (5 1988) Fo55 gty ol o35y ais gty ole glsis & ludlpsls
9l 0 bl (Hy sl glra )by (bl WS (o el (B &84S e
az oolidplyy a8 ab gykae Jlgw 01 1980 ams yo i 358 (2555 5 ()t
ClplS i slaaie 5 Cay odol Casdy lldl) )0 4l sl S
529 4m 63LS oliB gl 5 65ty E3dg0 s &S Cam ol okl
ez LS Gell a8 a8 o o)Ll ;S0 sl 53 o9 il 0l Lbisel
29 005 Cash e (005 rals (3,5 il (polis wjed bl
St ol 48)5 O 50wl L) 3 4 ol idsS )l I8 ganadl
(4:1988) wims o oSt |y (auolids b

1 - Francois Geiger
2 - Formalisation



29 ulins dan 4 Gugs uladiglhi) 039 50 Human Sciences 144

o ) . 3
48 3,35 ggdge ol 9y 1y LS 0d9ame 4 4SS o aw (9:1990) ° JgdsS
(shloe 6% sl (B 5 phbolial ple ol a5 Cun ol Jb 3 ulisl)
A58 o 3l s ol gy 2yl by Litun 3uios wliddsels 4 bgyye oS
o3ilo b> & joweuw jl Loyl 10 &S Slye (bl o il by Gan a8 cawl (g0 slacsis
0P Slagl) cus p & (29yel8 lgis 4 g sl 035 o0 S yete (1L 59y 32 el
ol_i)l.'> u.LCl 9 J.JHu_A u.wl.: ).Al L)’l )l aS u.)l.bdw.u) Dy UJ«» J.nlf Coww 4o Cawl
Olye 4 ly olidol (B oo i 4 wiloals JL8 S5 pole )3 1) ded il talaol
9y ©lLidos Gl glgl &5 gy5b 43,85 pliae ©jlie (pl S (o S G e
sl 4L 0 35 US|y Mol ol &S s T sl ol > g 20 3929 L
anp sl S e )l by JSie g9y Kby ey il (i85 o 4 oS cenl ]
W5eSe g Wlodd Jiie g8 wilond LSiis pudlae 4595) 5515 o0 (Sl swlisline
3lg ol 3l 3l lgice 9 55 o S (L5 59y o elibdasls oyt g Hlaidly puis
ol (111990 J5ds8) s (bt ool g9590 b5 40d sgoss 35 4|
oS Pailllazs IS )3 4 pydd dogte L e 5 45 1S e 0yl oa (12 - 11:1971)
Sl Ll b cewd (Suyl g ool colis 4 o)l wad yeie ¢ b Cladllas jo
(F (old o)l (ol 990 &5 b bj (e85 dwalie 9 Z)b0 0515 S92y (i)l
Ny 0 50 1y oy Cuble AL o lgie 4 & g Bua lgie & & wiuiles od Llodgs
b paye o glaled § @elge Ol (gt & 390 (slabowg aid o550 cpl S cnl
clw glp &S o)l Cllas cpl 4 o)l S0 gl 50 (5905 Sy ]y b culS e e
2 Ol oS ool " Mis uliaols a8 Jas b Ko G155 & bl
Canl ale & g Cunl odlo ple S & Ll b cdy i b lsle (9,8 jasuie
(12 o) €aily onis o oS

- Culioli

- Hjelmslev

- Philologie

- Linguistique rationnelle

o0k w



30 bl agle dsluhia g5y What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today 143

(= o Sjd 9ol 3l lsgarme lgis & (g il by Sy Jls 4wl il
sl &S5 (S loie @ oSy (iSlbanels g (dlaie ( BUB0lg) (eI (S yeel
et (Bl e il o 953 pegatie (L (dn ul ik (305
ima]gend 1y ol el g Slodde o)l olyen & 1) e i oS cul b 4 ks opsbes |8
(13-12: Jon) 48 o s |y ol e 5 03 0 (it ] o sl stg) S o

Cagn 45 35 3929 Jlad oyl g il oo (owlidlj 4 (i g9y Sl lalidl (B
ol ol 5l aS Slej a8 g 365 51 lmodld oadly 01l 3590 45 a5l s L)l
loils d alyy ed 1y Wad o LK jlad 0iilS puyuii |) 095 cled il oo
(5241988 635 _ lguil 3) st doginS oyl AEAED &y Capnns g 2imd Fewly laasio pé

o=l g0l Sl b e sladiaiie (o b jolaie Dgus o S b slaly M
(3461990 Luingly5) 23k ol (ol (slals (ol g (Sod (bbb Ly
03,5 (Spglzer (SNl (53 lo 5 (i (ol hj (Suusly jlai 4 &84S o 05l g
r==lgbar 0bj 5 ks mpe (968 b Jde by 4 £9yd (saiaailo | g g b
)l g 398 e 488 a0 > Lj ol e S lgis 4 el Gl S gt S
Sinl g 28l dly b 1) ©yg0 plST 50> (pl &5 AS e S pl )l iy 93 oulidls
(16:1968) o Ul 1 o e 235 5o IS bt ol p3slSe
ol 022 7y 55 Sy ilg 0 Sles syl g ol (lgie 4 (il Saa
alos coled o ol wil B oS Dl Je Wl U dguds isly Wb b Hees HI8 pl (dly
(3471990 _yucig), 5 €16 1968 ag) sl i 03, Sy 35,0 M & e il
oo » Sl dog (el Bam 4 aS (o ply i U585 oren g
Sl ly ooy ladod plad g aad o JuSiii 1y Jbj 0,80 &S cunl oladisS degozns
S ol (sl S plais 1)y i laculled b wlos S (30 bbb (15 :1967) xS’ e

7 - Ruwet



31 Coulins a4 ugs puladiliy o9 ) Human Sciences 142

olid ol g9-dg0 45l 5 iy (LSO Ay lox Sl sl 00l 3las (ol Jlges
My 295 a8 o)l dad ulidol Ladlw ol do sl )3 0250 o0 oy 4sgSe
35 ey 4355 gl )l 1,8 et S IS SelS slaogal 53 o ol Sty
(871966 cunsisi) s Lo £gi90 (9) 1y Gilesolis madlio b 5500 g 5 4 Corns
S g ooyid BB lapl; (ool (Fu)l ooy g hnog (wlidol) 4aby
e liwd 9 35 3529 Lagloj des 53 (Sl 5 (31 (Frge 4 & Cunl (olagys
soged) 423 )13 558 Jgebos Blgn 1y Syl (ol slasny oles o IS 58
ly ols slad )l plos oS s)ls aidsy (wlis )b & ol ol 505 (b ;> (10 :1378
aS ) olais! b kS slhais &) Canyd oKl g S dslllas Codgize (o
potio ol (611988 055 _ ol y3) canl oais jlisl o > g odd 43,5 0ay3b acote
sloosls Hlgt o8 Cunl oyl ol IS s (ol Cllae w8 oo gt |y o] &S le
Ol e e (3L S 398 dsgezee )3 bl (anadl b g S ealie 1) (oL
iy Loyl g osalice g)lide g (o) lidS &y 4 atdS (ol dlawi &S canl (ol (g9,
hlagly . La gly dajless e S auiz |y o] jolie 5 gaisatn cilises ¢l
(111968 g9)) . 2aSTg dalyseon oM (clinl Jio S (canails laalgie oy
2 55 o sl 035 paseiie o oy nllg 3 (S5 (15:11992) Jsdes s
alxs lnlie bid & wamd o 5o 36 511y (bj )l kb &l oais BT re> 205
LU S e pilo |y Lo g 2yl 00 ol 1y ((5DMe) (Yl by, logon oS a3 oo 1)1,
108 oyt ) SVl (Stgy olsis o8 G55 4 s (6)%03 b & dago S, Jl S
Sl sacdld o 5350 o S5 aled ims el P35 (b ol
olib s o S oyl ol 0,81 2050 0l )3 o2 oS (34611990 gl 5)
cdlad B 4 g ol SBTL & _nllad 1S o ST 1y b - 15 culled 363 Jas L
Called oo 5> old by Jos cal el w2 S5 355 3 1y T &Sl 9 50 )18 s
ol g e Iy (i S 0 I plage g9y B0l 3l 5 L gu*>l~“
Kale)ge ol 235 59 1) lag] 4l 0,5 o0 )l 3 sitn &5 S 1) Lo j90

8 - Métalinguistique
9 - Cognitive



32 Sl pgle dalitiag s What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today 141

oo 5 (19 - 18 :1990) wod Joub LB b 59l co y> ()8l ygo 41 9 5,8 o0
Sl oy (o (il Ren SaS 4 93,5 )54 Wit gyhae o5 Jolge o5 cunl
o) sl Jooly oo b porelii oo altins |y oyl o8 35l (Son e § (0o (slaonyy

(181990 Jgg8) il IS 4255 (sl 48, orass (slo ol oS s (o ol

ol (ylj sy, - 4
45 05 Cygmo el b (Sby ladiej ) WL ol ol (L e LS )0
Mt Sl Ui Ls5 (gl 45T e (sladuaisie ) (hasgema by al goge cusicnle
Lo jpo plos Jold (b5 bl iisyp0 42y g9 oS lina oyl & A5 o il MalS
okl b i by o g cunlo 4 dogil (811966 cansgn) 59 sales ilosalie B
s 1) ol plaie laasly cldes ol pawy oo podlo polic & )l Julow ¢ 4y 500
o Laodly plad il m opdld Codes dLBdS (0 eyl (yogy 50 (awliol gldy S o
(koS gola 53 0joyal 5y (igte sy Sl plos 383 L 5 o)ldys (5
Lacglss 51 oLy g 5 S ol o] (lolis ol iy oS o0 S5 )3 jrlae ]y ol
b oSl ol s ulpls vl pilote loial)d 5] (dlasgaome () oy 00l JeSis
L gly r2 295 (oLl (6)90 (sladatiie pllai (b o (J9)> (stiaglojl o 25 wal b
S Soyp a8 (gl 4 5,5 0 )8 S L byl ) dtsen g iglitie jg0 4 1SS
Gl Jib L ;b S5 3 olS i by plad 050 & polis () S (0 dgi0xe |
alaly 3 yolie (ol e (Stred 5 S¢S polic d IS wandi gl )3 jlislo (o)
8 o) yolie goig LSyl Glalidls el (gl Sl ol ol o Blize (595
(91 0)e0) ol lag] nisle b bl ) cad )b g S o odlie oS

b s slaby) Jop b chiog o ol 990 4 pa (14:1990) Jolss
S b slagly g8 JH 5l &Sl b clled (bbb g9 5 4 sl D
9o 3115 oo 25T iz 93 50 (9 (59 (b b ()5S ygie 55 S o) 29 e
Silogl)l g0 jb Sllos lgis 4398 990 (nl g Cunl (S Clad ulidlj £959e

10 — Référentiation
(Fuchs 1975: 121) [0S gony pj 5l & aiej ol 55 jido cledbl 1y



33 Couulins a4 ugs puladiliy o9 ) Human Sciences 1¥.

Sl 35 oS S el iisai |y Cadlab l 0> (g5 3l 9 298500 iy (051 Miaigl g
b Jbj Collab S aalllae cma 5 5 g ol g 09 JISB U 51T, o] 2,Skes
e | (igite 9 (ogie | Jite |) biyg0 ool lgicees ol anlacygo Mg jb 9 Mg
2l dilon (bl (BUS ) dlius 4545 0o o)l JodsS 58 adllas ;]
L5 055 m ol |y Sl 1 o8l 3,y b e sl 3 & 95 s Sulpsle
3 38 oy do (531 e cpl 3 p35 (gl ams )] (S clld Sl cuslie Aoy
aS Gl (pl €Al lojlr Claalin cpl ulel )8 cped .l it g e o s L)
Jo S5 50 5 Wgad 331 s 1553ty o Y5 ST S5 Slles slaplss IS sladaise
pous dliyo 5 45 33 sales LS5 |y 8 Sl b gl garme St ol el 05,5 )
90,5 o b odaline (glaodly 4 &S Js 3 S o Jos (95 oMl by 5, g
ool 3)50 )3 sgges B> plon b JodsS (3161995 )15, 5 o ST g, 00
o> |y P 5 £l dine & Logso blo 5 35 o Sl 355§ il s 1 5 L5d 00
(50 (Swoly b alidoghs loj 51 o yguS LoglSl (glacy s Ly o SbxiS 0 395 Jo >
Sy (355 G5 4y ilcsype g e olSle A8 o (A iman 5l sl oile
w2 ©g9, (310 1995 iS5,) 48" oo 5 4325 atiS g uly (slaodly Ly ol oy 4ol
S o Wlodwy (K Al yo 4y & ond 9 Sujid o (ogle 4 o)Ll Sy culled 550 0
Slinlice (YL (g e b Yl codS b S o plato pole S5 1 ple ol ap ] oS
pode ol e el oS el (aBalojl (58 g onzmy (o)l (98 by 4L G
S odabie idgs (yyiwd BB &S|y (5y90l 039 g ST (EaVL ) 355 odalie (sla b,
G Sl g Clhinlie oS 4y ji aSh WS o ghinadl JoS 1) 355 e (g psle
36 990 (P 39100 (sl ol (12 11968) 55l (158 sl Jto g JS (sl s 1S e
25 S5 o Cad oyt g0 ) g 95 58 oo bl ol g o 3 S
aeoos L 4 amy ol g, (o) 3 1) conlio ple (¢ pSaons g sy dud b
Al ) s sl Cad a5 SO o > oS ol Sl ladad il oo b clialie
o ldnlisd g aload ooly cps g &S Jluyod g Clialie Jg.o)b Slble disen
o6 55 0 Sty (13 o) 251 5% 15l 45 3, iy sl ol oS s

11 - Epistémologie



34 Sl pgle dalutiag s What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today 139

ol 4 i 90 31 Jg el 00,85 (85 1y ol (385 ol Sygpd 9 gm0 (S sl
S b 9 995 Gl o 093 S IS 5o ams e ]y (Sl ul el 4 Wiy,
by 45 Csl g s bty o sl ST 505 (59w 9 S a0 08 s
Sl Lol t8lo )90 53 (WS l) dopp . uSe &6 9 48 (0 olin |y (i b,
(78 Jon) 39 0 o 23> (5 oy (sl i Wby e

gl Ceaas ) s |y Lo LIS W] S iogs Called oS A5 o oyl o 035 — il 5
9 By (o (sl iy Lo S50 yol (] g oS 465 2,18 955 (59, 45 455 0
mte By sl ] o 9die (I i g o Sl (glisS 4 g liio )
L 25 o (g oS (ot ooy WS (o0 Jos plo (sline 4955 dagdy o8 Cunl
A 5 o lio s (oiaiglB b 5 5 531y 33,5 o g 45 o (sl
88l (5390 Sl GtuBgo daty (8-61988) 5.5 s )5 « tuaBge dlal (ol bl o
78 oo g ply g9 ol (B8 4y bgyye sl 1S o 2 )3 ) dilfe
(101988 o35 lguil 3) o (3l 9 5k Johae o blo) (5 390 oline ley) all)

il by ggs9e A5l 2 ive Spsleon ol Ko 5l I B e
oddy SO plas g e Spgeo 4 by 4 oS sl ol ol Bae g canl b ale
aelgd 5l 5518 sl Laglaj ol aS gl g w15 Jlaise ) Lol i oS5 Sl
248 S Jgol 50,8 1101 a0 93 (B g dttid (L5305 50 i
orl S (1:2008) (63,8 slohs 31 piine slaciog Sl 52,05 51,8 sl (b 5
(2 olon) g i bljl b ol bj slasbyy 9 Blial & wlod S 2 jlaa | 5l

ol sladas -5
9 b Cpgo & Olejed jobd i@l 3 )l (ol Cumdy (sloilpsle > (ldL;
=090 45l dn angil cuul (elainl ol @00 b o yrb (bl &g (e
Ll )b o g (elainl 2l diged oo (b ) it 03508 93 2 (Sbj £9590 9 (sloiz]
29 (b psle & GRS o g, 15 ol (el oS Jg ol slotal Sl 2 5929
1990 g, 5) A8 o gae polie i 5 ol oy 21, 255 Eadge (o

12 - McArthur



35 Couulins da 4 ugs puladiliy o9 ) Human Sciences 138

3 (Koo by, sl blite blo) 3 45 agle b iy 48 3,1 o)Ll o ygusges (340
Sllllas jl il Jlie e 4 s KT ity K00 pole b (il S0 9 9
(12 211:1378) 535 oo polosie  ldanols ¢ (il sl ¢ 3ldpod

g Sl LS (bt ity Conl koo o (sl )l o S o (oS - N b
P ol S5 pade 48|y (i) o pde 5us o SlaiS (sladte) g (BLbL; pole
Dy 2 Py pIS s g o8 g ()l K05 59 1 9 295 0 @5 - 0 b (ST
el (olid L Bum ol 18 (i S5 3 (el |y o] dad &84S o o)Ll (g9
a5 2 gy ply A5 Cumbge i plai b gl (eloizl ooy S lgis 4 (b adlle
Ll g lalS” o dlay Sily ail)® )3 (cagb (i ol Jla)gs p (Slbdnoly (ol jl o
2 S ey o 5 4 auil B 3 (SLbg) (bl cand (Kingd el g (SUj yel ey g
ST 4y 5o g el 55 oo S £33 45 (clodly sl oigis Camaid b bl
15 ol (lagyel (i e pole cpled Ladpo oloj bl 42 o0 59 9 O
iy g {7 51988) il ol e s S hatss e 5l
45 jobplen 48 dguoce |y 393 e slagdaw 3 Slgi 5 (b (e s g 2 b
(T clon) 423 )3 o 90 oyme 31y 395 b g Canl 039 ygloyl ataso

1960 ams 55 a5l 5 48 o 0 Ll (BLdlg) (lidlj Mol & o2 (JodsS
B iy, ol ) Cad 038 Lo liBilg) 41y (il g ol 035
olib s 48 A8 (e ol (59 40l 3 (sl oo (S5 (BB b oy o9 4
S ©laisg g Cunl oadls bl Lot (Hlinlo a5l as o)l dlodoy pog (sloinl
(il sl ]S gl Lol bl Jold a5 5,5 0 5 o 1) goite
(10:1990) 595 00 05 5 (sj90lalgw ¢ L5 (5324005

(S 5 4o = 6
Oygo ol ol ggdge gy dinej > (alayiigS dlie )3 ol )] il jlaj 4 4> gl
— bl ) pogatie L g (0365l b) el Cund Jlaite do ) ol 485
by 50 H o yiage g oo S ) b (glaly IMS &S cunl Jb culled ol
Cusl ()98 Djle by (2Ul5 31 Jo Wlgn b b5 ke cadly 3l i 4l sl



36 Ll pgle dalikiag s What Does it Mean to be a Linguist Today 137

(s Bl ole gy 5 5l 4 reme (B Clld Lol jon bl (pulidly (Sawgn o
looiysy il o oty (gilogSen b sy (J a8 sl Uil b lon
d ] 2903 )l 4Bl wrass ol ol ] > g aliens 2o b (S 45 gl (50l 5 (e
29 Calo g Cagn (wlid b o Cunsl cpl S i (il (i) C pole 2590

DS o0 00 593 pole 3 g lashg) 1 &S] e 3 88 o Lais pole pl o,

&l

ey R Sso (h9ysS  soger ol )90 1378 g5 ld b g
Benveniste, Emile. 1966. Problémes de linguistique générale. Paris: Gallimard.
Bronckart, J.P. 1995. Théories du langage. Liege: Mardaga.

Cahiers de I'ILSL. 6. édité par Mortéza Mahmoudian. Lausanne: Université de Lausanne.
P. 17-64.

Culioli, Antoine. 1990. Pour une linguistique de I'énonciation, Opérations et
représentations, Paris: Ophrys.

. 1992. La théorie d'Antoine Culioli. Animée par janine Bouscaren.
Paris: Ophrys. pp. 3-15.

Davis, g. Hayley and Talbot, j. Taylor. 2003. Rethinking linguistics. New York:
Routledge Curzon. pp. 1-2.

Francgois, Frédéric. 1980. Linguistique. Paris: PUF.

Frangois-Geiger, Denise. 1988. " Etre linguiste aujourd’hui". in: La linguistique. vol. 24.
Paris: PUF. P. 3-16.

Fuchs, c. et Le Goffic, Initiation aux problémes des linguistiques contemporaines. Paris:
Hachette. p. 1975.

Grawitz, Madeleine. 1990. Méthodes des sciences sociales. Paris: Dalloz.

Hjelmslev, Louis. 1971. Prolégoménes a une théorie du langage. traduit par Una
Canger. Paris: Les Editions de Minuit.

Ruwet, Nicolas. 1967. Initiation a la grammaire générative. Paris: Librairie Plon.



