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1. Talcowt Parsons, Societies. Evolutionary and Comparative Perspective, Englewood
Cliffs, NJ 1966, p. 3.

2. Ibid., p. 21. Parsons thinks of himself as completing Weber’s universal-historical
interpretation of the development of "occidental rationalism”.

3. Cf. Marion J. Levy, "Social Patterns (Structures) and Problems of Modernization"”, in
Wilbert E. Moore and Robert M. Cook, eds, Readings on Social Change, Linglewood
Cliffs, NJ 1976, p. 190.

4. Max Weber, Gesarmumelte Aufsitze zur religionssoziologie, Tibingen 1972, vol. 1, pp.
1-16.

5. Cf, N. Elias, The Civilizing Process. Sociogenetic and Psychogenetic Investigations. Vol.
1: The History of Manners, Oxford 1978, p. 1.

6. Cf. Samuel N. Eisenstadt, Tradition, Change, and Modernity, New York, London,
Sydney and Toroato 1973,

7. Honneth and Joas have emphasized this point concerning Rousseau ad a shortcoming
of Elias’s analysis; see Axel Honneth, Hans Joas, Soziale Handeln und menschliche
Nature. Anthropologische Grundlagen der Sozialwissenschaften, Frankfurt am Main
and New York 1980, p. 117. See, however, the references to Rousseau in Elias The
Civilizing Process, vol. 1. p. 39.

8. CI. Friedrich Jonas, Geschichte der Soziologie, 4 vols, Reinbek b, Hamburg 1976, vol.
1, p- 58.

9. Elias, The Civilizing Process, vol. 2: State Fromation and Civilization, 1982, pp. 47-8.

10. Bauman cites the "garden" (Paradigni: Versailles) as an important element in the
imagery of the civilizing Process, whereby the wilderness of nature (including that of

1. the dispossessed
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11.

12.

13

14.
15.

human nature) was supposed to be transformed. According to him the garden was
an experience shared by the court, the salon, and the life-world of the Philosoply;
see Zygmunt Bauman, "On the Origins of Civiliztion: A Historical Note", in Theory,
Culture and Society, vol. 2, no. 3, 1985, p. 78. See also the reference to the strict
regimentation of the landscape architects of Versailles as a symbol of the courtlyu
structure of power in N. Elias, The Court Society, Oxford 1983, pp. 227-8.

This concept figures prominently in a whole series of other famous cvolutionary
theories: for example in Spencer’s notion of a transition from militaristic to
industrialized society, or in Buckle’s theory of civilization.

Flias has often been ciriticized on this point. lor a review of these criticisms, see N.
Wilterdink, "Die Zivilistions theorie im Kreuzfever der Diskussion. Ein Bericht vom
Kongref iiber zivilisationsprozesse in Amsterdam”, in P. Gleichmann, J. Goudsblom
and H. Korte, cds, Macht und Zivilisation. Materialien zu Norbert FElias’
Zivilisationstheorie 2, Frankfurt am Main 1984, p. 285. Their Main aceusation
concerns Elias’s thesis that warlike aggressiveness in the earlier stages of societal
development was "spontaneous”, in Lhe sense of not being subjcet to rational control.
They argue that even in those days violence was subject {0 a vond deal of cognitive
control and required a fair amount of foresight and self-monitoring (as in the
knightly joust and the extensive practising it demanded). This accusation, however,
does not penetrate to the heart of Elias’s agrument. He is concerned with the
affective household as a whole, under conditions marked by the omnipresent threat
ot physical violence in everyday life, and in times when a monopolyof force was
lacking; Conflicts between minor feudal jords and even between townsmen were
resolved occasionally by resorting to cxtreme physical violence. Moreover, the
interation between the wider social world (in which feudal tords were at times as
sovereign as contemporary states) and the social "Lifeworld" created a structurally
determined high density of conflict, itself reflected within the psyche of the
individual. ‘The fact that calculated, cruel torture was cven more intense in certain
enclaves does not constitute a counter-argument against Elias’s thesis. And as far as
"rationality" is concerned, it is Flias himself who insists, time and again, that the
development of civilization does not begin from scratch on the contrary, rationality is
a pocess of rationalization.

According to one ciritic, Elias in fact produces a "theoretically informed case study":
that of France. See Samuel F. Sampson, "The Formation of European National
States, the Elaboration of Functional Interdependence Networks and the Genesis of
Modern self-Control", Contemporary Sociology, vol. 13, no. 1, 1984, p. 22.

Ehas, The Civilizing process, vol. 2, p. 241.

According to Elias, "figuration” or "configurations" are "wehs" of refations among
interdependent human beings. Conligurations often develop within the context of
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16.

17.

18.

20.

21.
22.

phenomena - the monetary economy, the division of labour, the formation of the
state - which, although usually called macrosociological processes and structures, are
better seen as lengtherning chains of action and interdependence. e arpues that
figurations connot be analysed by, say, examining the causal connections between
macro and micro phenomena. Elias accepts the physiccalist language of "variables” as
at best a necessary simplification, and would argue that such language is
inappropriate for social life. cf. his pertinent methodological observations in Way ist
Soziologie? (Munich 1970, pp. 119-25; cspecially p. 124). This point is missed
completely in the naive positivist criticisms of Henk Flap and Yme Kuiper,
"Figurationssoziologie als Forschungsprogramm”, Keoiner Zeitschrift fiir Soziologie
und Sozialpsychologie, no. 33, pp. 273-301.

Cf. Susan Buck-Morss’s review of Elias’s The Civilization Process, Talos, no. 37,
1978, pp. 181-98 especially p. 188.

The fact that Elias did not exclude the possibility of such "re-lapses” is clear from the
following passage, which refutes the charge that the defended a deterministic and
cvolutionary view of progress: "We scarcely realize how quickly what we call our
"reason”, this relatively farsighted and differentiated steering of our conduct, with ils
degree of affect-control, would crumble of collapse if the anxicty-inducing tensions
within and around us changed. if the fears affecting our lives suddenly became much
stronger or much weaker or, as in many simpler socictics, both at once, now
strongerm, now weaker." (vhe Civilizing process, vol. 2, p. 326.

Elias would dismiss such a polarization - feudalism versus capitalism - as an
unrealistic simplification. He argues along these lines when indicating the changing
composition over time of "aristocratic” and "bourgeois” groups; cf. The Civilizing
process, vol. 2, pp. 176-7 and, in general, the idea of a court society between
feudalism and capitalism.

- Some critics also take Elias to be an exponent of an "cvolutionary gradualism". Sce

Honneth and Joas, Soziales Handeln und menschliche Nature, p. 120. The chagre of
"sradualism” is rather implausible. See The Civilizing Process. vol. 2, especially pp.
166-7, where the concept of the monopoly of power and force is explained, along
with the role of conflicts, antagonisms of interest, and discontinuities.

Elias, ibid., vol. 2, p. 163. Compere Honneth’s and Joas’s claim (Soziales Handeln
und menschliche Nature, pp. 120-21) that Blias’s conception of the formation of the
state is restricted to the political realm and lacks an economic materialist perspective.
Susan Buck-Morss’s review ot The Civilizing Process, p. 193.

Cf. Sampson, "The formation of Furopean National States", p. 25; Honneth and
Joas, Soziales Hanndeln und menschliche Natur, p. 121.

- See Donald N. Levine, "Rationality and Freedom; Weber and Beyond". Sociological

Inquiry, vol. 51, no. 1, 1981, pp. 5-25, especially p. 10; Cf. Joachim Israel, Alienarion;
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

From Marx to Modern Sociology, Boston, MA 1971, pp. 98-121.

For this and the following observations, see the Cowrt Society pp. 38-67; The

Civilizing process, vol. 2, pp. 305-19.

This was especially true of the members of the French aristocracy, whereas the

English gentry differed in some respects (the position of the ENglish aristocrat swas

based less on political factors than on economic conditions); see Barrington Moore,

Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, Boston, MA 1966, chapters 1.4 and

2.1

Elias is well aware of the "imperialist' and marginalizing character of civilization. He

writes;
The habituation to foresight, and the stricter controb of behaviour and the affect
to which the upper classed are inclined through their situation and functions, are
important instruments of their dominance, as in the case of European
colonialism, for example. They serve as marks of distinction and prestige... On
the cne hand they build, through institutions and by the strict regultion of their
own behaviour, a wall belween themselves and the groups they colonize and
whom they consider their inferiors. On the other, with their social forms, They
also spreda their own style of conduct and institution in these ptaces. {(The
Civilizing Process, vol. 2, pp. 254-5.}

Elias has tried to deal with the issues of class struggle and worker’s emnancipation in

Was ist Soziologie?, pp. 156-8, by drawing on the idea of "multistoreyed models’.

E. P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, Harmondsworth 1972,

pp- 385-410.

A. Wehowsky, "Making Ourselves More Flexible Than We aAre - Retlections on

Norbert Elias’, New German Critigue, no. 15, 1978, pp. 65-80.

Concerning the latter criticism, see R. Miinch, Die Strukture der Moderne, 1984, pp.

282-4. The argument that Elias does not distinguish sharply enough between ruies

of ethiquette and moral rules is made by Christian Lenhardt, "Civilization and its

Contents", Canadian Journal of Political and Social Theory, vol. 3, no. 1, 1979, p.

123,

. CL. W. Sombart, Liebe, Luwus und Kapitalismus, Munich 1967.
In his more recent works FElias more than once takes these developments nto

account, at least programmatically. For example, sce "Uner den Ruckzug der
Soziologen auf dic Gegnwart", Kolner Zeitschrift fiir Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie,
vol. 35, no. 1, 1983, pp. 29-40, especially p. 35.

. Here and analytic distinction has to be made between the liberalization of restraints

by others and their transformation into self-restraints, even if as hoistorical proceses
they (requently go hand in hand. What Elias insists on is the generat widening of
areas of regulation; the transformation of this regulation ito self-restraints s,

YYA




D Sdaze Wl b

however, the most important aspect. relevant in this context is Michel TFoucault,
Surveiller et punir. La naissance de Id prison, Paris 1975.

- Elias, "on Transformation of Aggressiveness", Theory and Society, vol. 5, no. 2, 1978,

pp. 229-42, especially p. 231.

35. Elias, "On transformation...", p. 238.
36. Elias, The Civilizing process, vol. 2, pp. 238-9.

38.

39.
40.
41.

. For a list of these broken promises, sce N. Bobbio, "The Future of Democracy",

Telos, no. 61, 1984, pp. 3-16.

See "Einige gedandken tiber dic Bundesrcpublik", Merkrg, Deutsche Zeitschrifi fiir
euwropdisches Denken, no. 9-10, 1985, pp. 733-35, and the essay "Civilization and
Violence” in this volume.

"(Grendanken dber die Bundesrepublik”, p. 742.

R. Sennett, The Fall of Public Man, New York 1977.

The Court Society, p. 63.
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