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Preliminary need assessment in Dena population research center
2005

Rezaei N', Sadeghi HA?, Mary Oriad H?, Afshoon E*

Abstract

Introduction: Community based participatory research in population research center
is an important plan of undersecretary for research and technology of ministry of health and
medical education in Iran. Preliminary need assessment by participation of Dena population is
the first aim of this project.

Materials and Methods: Focus group discussion (FGD) was the method in this
project. Twenty seven sessions were organized and various groups of Dena population (from
rural and urban areas) were participated in these sessions. Viewpoints of participants were
collected with taking notes and voice recording by facilitators,

Results: People of Dena, propounded 47 problems in their society which 16 (35%)
were related to envirommental health, 13 (27%) were related to health system deficit, and 9
cases (19%) were economical and social problems.

Conclusion: FGD can be used for need assessment as an effective method in
community based participatory researches. Also participation of people in executive
interventions must be considered.

Key words: Population research center, FGD, need assessment, Dena
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