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Abstract

That “what makes an individual being the one it is” has been a question great thinkers have long
tried to resolve. As the innovator or strong advocate of the doctrine of existential primacy of
existence over the quiddity, Mulla Sadra Shirazi maintains that the individuation of a thing depends
on the mode of its existence. He believes that this standpoint was also held by Farabi. He has
confirmed this attribution in eight of his works: asfar, sharh al-hidaya al-athiriyya, al-rasa’il al-tisa,
al-hashiya ‘al4 ilahiyyat al-shifd, al-mabda’ wa al-maad, risala fi al-tashakhus, risala al-limmiyya and
risala fi ittisal” al-mahiyya bi al-wujid; however, he does not mention any evidence for this
attribution. By reviewing the documents, this writing evaluates this Mulla Sadra’s explicit
attribution and shows that it is not the case. This evaluation results from three arguments and
pieces of evidence: some other attributions of Sadra, the explicit opinions of Farabi himself, and
reviewing this viewpoint based on the principle of recognizing the predecessors in the light of the
successors. These indicate that Mulla Sadra is the first who has made such a claim. This article is
not limited to description only, rather, based on a general principle, it provides an explanation why
such an invalid attribution has been occurred.

Keywords: determination, individuation, existence, accidents of existence, Mulla Sadra, Farabi.
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