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Effect of Sowing Date on Growth and Yield of Rapeseed Cultivars (Brassica napus L.)
in Moghan Region.

Maralianl, H. Seif Amiriz, S. and Mahmoodi® , R.

Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate the effect of sowing date on growth and yield of four
rapeseed cultivars (Brassica napus L.) in Moghan Agricultural and Natural Resource Research
Center during 2005-2006. The experimental design was a split plot based on RCBD with four
replications. Four levels of sowing dates including 30 Jan., 10 Feb., 20 Feb. and 30 Feb. as main
plots and four spring canola cultivars including Option500 - PP401- PP308 — RGS003 as sub-plots
were evaluated. Results showed that sowing date had significant effect on roset duration, flowering
period, growth till end of flowering and growth duration but not significant effect on yield, number
of pod per plant and plant height. All traitsaffected significantly by cultivars, except yield and
growth till end of flowering. Interaction between sowing date and cultivar was significant only on
growth duration. Late-sowing reduced roset time and growth duration. Between studied cultivars,
Maximum roset time, growth duration and plant height was observed in Option500. Results showed
that the optimum sowing date and cultivar for winter cropping was 9 Feb. and PP308 in Moghan
conditions respectively.

Keywords: Rapeseed, Sowing Date, Cultivar, Yield.
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