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Effects of Sowing Date on Developmental Stages , Yield and Yield Components
of four Sunflower Cultivars

Shahsavari'®*, M. R., Yasari®, T., Zamanpour Sichani’, M. and Nouri%, H.

Abstract

The effects of different planting date including temperature and day length on developmental
stages, yield and yield components of four sunflower cultivars were studied in Kabotar Abad
Expermental Station of Isfahan Agricultural Research Center in 1998 t01999. Four cultivars (Zaria,
Azargol, Golshid and Hysun33) compared at four planting dates (May 5™ and 26", June 15™ and
July 16th) in a split plot design with four replications. The highest seed yield was obtained from the
first planting date. Delay in planting due to change of temperature and day length caused faster
development, earlier flowering and lower photosynthetic areas and these consequently lowered
yield and yield components. Zaria with little difference to other genotypes-was the latest mature
cultivar. The cultivars under study varied significantly for vegetative characteristics and yield
components. Zaria with the highest plant dry weight, head diameter and 1000-seed weight had the
highest and Hysun33 with the lowest plant dry weight, head diameter and 1000-seed weight
produced the lowest seed yield. Planting date and cultivar interaction was significant for seed yield
and the highest seed yield was obtained from Golshid in May 5t
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