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Review of the Level and Typology of People’s Participation in Rural Cooper atives:
A Case Study of Hamedan Province

Aazami®, M., Saadi®, H., Naderi Mahdei®, K. and Karimi?, S.

Abstract

This article analyses the level and typology of different groups of people's participation (PP)
in rural cooperatives. As agricultural cooperatives are the main activity in the rural cooperatives,
participation was studied in such projects. The type and nature of PP was considered, while
choosing the projects for the study. Hamedan province was selected as a suitable case for the study
since severa cooperatives had been conducted in that area. The selected cooperatives were
including: two production cooperative and one natural resources cooperative. The level of PP was
explored by how much people were involved in the selected case studies. To increase the validity
and reliability of finding of the study, both qualitative and quantitative methods were used to collect
the data. The necessary data and information was gathered using several methods of data collection
including: survey, direct observation, participatory observation, documentary, group discussion,
interview with key participants and PRA techniques. In summary, participation had given some
opportunity to people to participate in the development of a part of their own cooperatives.
Although their participation had not been actively in early stages of project activities, such as
problem identification and planning and decisions made by special groups of people, but a
reasonable progress regarding PP has been achieved during the implementation stage, of the proged
cycle.

Keywords: Rural development, People’s participation, Cooperatives, Rural cooperatives
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